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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

22 February 2017 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI) 
and Protection.  

 

CCCM CLUSTER KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS (AS OF 14 FEBRUARY 2017) 

 606,550 displacements recorded since 1 February 2016 from affected areas of northern and southern Syria:  

o 592,583 displacements from affected areas of northern Syria, including Aleppo (383,258), Hama (94,232), 
Idleb (76,724), Ar-Raqqa (21,388), Homs (7,959), Al-Hassakeh (5,098), Deir-Ez-Zor (2,616), Lattakia 
(1,308) governorates, northern Syria. This includes 46,673 new displacements recorded in February 
alone, with the majority from Aleppo Governorate.  

o 13,967 displacements from affected areas of Damascus and Rural Damascus, south-western Syria. This 
includes 2,787 new displacements recorded in February alone. 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS1 

 The United Nations-sponsored peace talks in Geneva are due to start tomorrow (23 February). 

 A UN spokesperson in New York said that the UN was alarmed by the intensification of fighting in the area around 
Eastern Ghouta in Rural Damascus, having received reports of civilian deaths as a result of fighting in the 
Qaboun, Barza, Tishrine and West Harasta neighbourhoods. Inter-agency convoys have been unable to enter 
Eastern Ghouta since October 2016.  

 The UN expressed concern over the fate of an estimated 5,000 civilians trapped by fighting in and around Al-
Bab (Aleppo Governorate) in northern Syria. A statement urgently calls on all parties to the conflict to ensure the 
unhindered movement and safe passage of people trying to reach safety. 

 In southern Syria, fighting continues in the city of Dar’a. Civilians continue to flee Dar’a city to avoid being caught 
in the line of fire and several houses have been burned or destroyed as a result of mortars and rockets. Estimates 
suggest that up to 10,000 people may have been displaced, but information on displacements is still being 
triangulated and verified.  

OPERATIONAL UPDATE 

 Partners have reported that the humanitarian situation is worsening in Idleb Governorate, with the increase of 
displacement received from eastern Aleppo city and Rural Damascus as well as continued aerial bombardment.  

 In southern Syria, local authorities and partners have reported that there is a need for food parcels and NFIs for 
families that have been newly displaced due to fighting in Dar’a, including plastic sheeting, blankets, mattresses, 
and clothes. 

 No inter-agency cross-border convoys from Jordan to southern Syria have been able to proceed since 12 
February due to insecurity at the border. The inter-sector working group (ISWG) met this week to discuss the 
response to Dar’a and agreed on areas for coordination to ensure that basic needs are met. The ISWG also 
agreed on priority needs for when cross-border convoys resume.  

 

 
1 Some displacement statistics mentioned under “Contextual Developments” may not be reflected in the above section as they are in the process of being 
triangulated by established population tracking mechanisms.  

http://www.un.org/press/en/2017/db170220.doc.htm
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-statement-un-residenthumanitarian-coordinator-syria-and-regional
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UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 The Protection Sector in southern Syria is keeping ongoing services running in all areas where it is safe to do so.  
Community protection monitors were mobilised to attempt a protection assessment in the areas affected by the 
fighting in Dar’a al Balad, but were unable to complete the assessment due to the ongoing insecurity.  

 The Protection Sector in southern Syria is working closely with the Health Sector to determine appropriate 
information sharing and in the aim of establishing a comprehensive service mapping for health and protection 
services. 

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 As of 21 February 2017, the CCCM Cluster has tracked a total of 36,867 displacements from Al Bab sub-district 
since 1 January 2017. All arrivals have been reported in locations within Aleppo Governorate, with the largest 
shares of displacements within Al Bab (6,893 displacements), Jarablus (6,159) and Aghtrin (4,761) sub-districts. 
The Cluster will continue to monitor the situation closely and share new updates once more information becomes 
available. 

 On 16 February, the CCCM Cluster shared a report with member agencies titled “Ar-Raqqa Situation Overview: 
Displacement and Intentions.” The report was produced in the context of the IDP Situation Monitoring Initiative 
(ISMI), a project led by the CCCM Cluster, and aims to inform humanitarian response planning for Ar-Raqqa. 
The assessment is based on displacement data and in-depth qualitative interviews with focal points reporting on 
displacement and intentions in 82 communities. 

 The Cluster estimates that 17,000 people were displaced during Phase I of the offensive (November 2016 - early 
December 2016), and 18,000-25,000 people were displaced during Phase II (December 2016 - February 2017). 
A large proportion were able to return to their communities of origin shortly after being displaced.  

 As Phase III of the offensive commences, intended destinations of displacement within the next month were 
primarily elsewhere in Ar-Raqqa Governorate (the most popular sub-districts being Tell Abiad, outside of the area 
controlled by extremist groups, as well as Jurneyyeh), followed by areas in Aleppo Governorate (most commonly 
A’zaz and Jarablus). Interviewees indicated a preference for localised, temporary displacement irrespective of 
movement restrictions, desiring to return as soon as conflict subsides both due to family ties and to protect assets 
and property.  

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  

 Since the beginning of recent emergency response in Aleppo city, partners have assisted 161,065 people (34,269 
families) in the newly accessible areas with NFIs. In the past week, around 9,640 people were reached with NFIs. 
In addition, a needs assessment visit was conducted this week to the newly accessible areas of Almaadi and 
Bab Almaqm, the survey showed that there is a large need for winter items, debris removal tools, furniture and 
kitchen set and tools.   

 The SNFI Sector in southern Syria continues to coordinate the response to all areas affected by the escalation 
of hostilities in Dar’a al Balad, as well as the winter assistance response to priority areas. The Sector was able 
to preposition sufficient NFI stocks to meet current emergency needs.  

 The Sector is now working with members to advocate for emergency procurement of Shelter and NFI materials 
that may cross into southern Syria through the informal border crossing at Tal Shihab, in the event that the formal 
border crossing at Ramtha remains suspended 

http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_cccm_raqqa_displacement_and_intentions_february_2017_0.pdf
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_cccm_raqqa_displacement_and_intentions_february_2017_0.pdf

