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OVERVIEW
As of September 2016, the Government of Niger estimated that 302,000 persons, comprised 
of refugees (30 per cent), IDPs (60 per cent) and returning Niger nationals (10 per cent), was 
displaced. Insecurity has adversely affected the resilience of the population, turning host 
families into IDPs, and therefore destroying the socio-economic fabric of the society. In certain 
areas there are clear signs indicating the degradation of social cohesion. 
It is currently estimated that approximately 52 per cent of refugees, returning Niger nationals 
and IDPs are children. Since February 2015, some 151 primary schools have been forced to 
close in the Diffa region, resulting in at least 12,000 children being deprived of education. 
Approximately 9,000 have been relocated to emergency schools or to other existing national 
schools.  To date 77 schools remain closed, leaving more than 3,000 primary school children 
without access to education. Three Distance Education Centres provide secondary education 
to about 400 Nigerian refugee students under the Nigerian curriculum. The programme 
receives the full support of the West African Examination Council and the Ministries of 
Education of Niger and Nigeria. 
In 2016, approximately 17,825 children benefited from continued access to formal education. 
More than 1,700 refugee children benefitted from French intensive courses during the first half 
of the year, preparing them for integration into Niger’s national schooling system. Considering 
the nature of the Boko Haram insurgency and the devastating impact of the current crisis on 
education, emphasis will be placed on collaborating with education authorities in Niger and 
in Nigeria, with the aim of ensuring Nigerian refugees are able to continue pursuing their 
education in 2017. 

PRIORITIES

TARGET

PARTNERS INVOLVED

• Develop strategies to ensure equal access to continuous education for children 
affected by the crisis and strengthen the capacity of local primary and secondary 
host schools 

• Carry out projects to provide alternative solutions, including temporary learning 
spaces and radio programmes

• Provide an integrated, intersectoral response, incorporating protection and focus-
ing on strengthening the resilience of children, schools and communities  

• Scale up the Distance Education Programme for Nigerian refugee students

FINANCIAL requirements:

USD 8,160,175
for the education sector

Enrollment in primary school

• 137,376 children (47 per cent girls 
and 53 per cent boys) in the Diffa 
region targeted to receive formal and 
informal education by the Education 
Cluster and Education Technical Work-
ing group, including approximately 29 
per cent at pre-school level (4-6 years), 
51 per cent at primary level (7-13 years) 
and 20 per cent for informal education 
(14-18 years). 

175 students

477 students
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ACHIEVEMENT & 
WAY FORWARD

OBJECTIVE: Ensure access to formal and non-formal education in a protective 
environment for children affected by the crisis

INDICATOR: 117,019 children learning in protected temporary learning spaces

OUTPUT TARGET & INDICATOR
Temporary learning spaces 
established

117,019 children learning in protected temporary learning spaces

Separate latrines for girls and boys 
constructed 

3,422 latrines constructed for girls and boys

Sensitization carried out in schools 
on risks related to disasters and 
explosive devices 

117,019 children sensitized on disaster and explosive device-related 
risks

Permanent classrooms constructed 
in Sayam Forage camp

4 classrooms constructed

OBJECTIVE: Ensure a high quality of formal and non-formal education for children 
affected by the crisis

INDICATOR: 2,341 teachers received pedagogic and/or psychosocial training
OUTPUT TARGET & INDICATOR

Teachers trained 2,341 teachers received pedagogic and/or psychosocial training

School manuals distributed 234,038 school manuals distributed

Digital learning facilities made 
available in Distance Education 
Centres

500 children benefited from digital learning facilities in Distance 
Education Centres
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For more information contact: Liz Ahua, UNHCR Regional Representative/Regional Refugee Coordinator ahua@unhcr.org; Caroline Schmidt, Education Officer, 
schmidtc@unhcr.org; Anna Minuto, Snr. Information Management Officer, minuto@unhcr.org; Ulysses Grant, Asst. Reporting Officer, grantu@unhcr.org


