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HIGHLIGHTS
• Fighting in the vicinity of 

Wau Shilluk and Malakal 
has displaced civilians and 
disrupted humanitarian 
activities.

• More than 52,600 South 
Sudanese fled to Uganda in 
January.

• South Sudanese are likely to 
face extreme levels of food 
insecurity in an extended 
lean season from February to 
July 2017.

• After extensive negotiations, 
a humanitarian team 
travelled to the Greater 
Baggari area, outside Wau 
town.

• Following disruptions to 
humanitarian operations, 
health partners have stepped 
up response to cholera in 
Panyijiar County.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
People

1.85 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries

1.4 million

No. of people 
assisted in 
2016
(as of 30 Nov)

4.9 million

FUNDING

$4.3 million
funding received in 2017

0.3% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2017

$1.6 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2017 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Fighting in Upper Nile causes displacement, 
disrupts humanitarian assistance
Fighting in late January and early February in the vicinity of Wau Shilluk and Malakal 
town, Upper Nile, has displaced civilians and caused the temporary suspension of several 
humanitarian activities.

Wau Shilluk –which had a population of around 20,400 internally displaced people 
and host community prior to the fighting– is reported to be largely deserted, with most 
civilians having fled north to Padiet, Pathaw, Lul and Kodok. There are unverified reports 
that civilians were killed during the fighting in Wau Shilluk which began on 25 January. 
Renewed clashes were reported on 3 February.

As a result of the fighting in late January, several humanitarian activities were disrupted, 
including biometric registration in Wau Shilluk, a vaccination campaign in Malakal town 
and Wau Shilluk, and training of county health workers on disease surveillance, outbreak 
control and investigation in Malakal town. Sixteen aid workers were relocated from Wau 
Shilluk to Kodok by road and subsequently airlifted from Kodok to Juba during the fighting.

Key emergency services, including management of health clinics and provision of water, 
continued to be provided in Wau Shilluk by local staff who remained on the ground 
following the initial clashes. However, these staff were themselves forced to flee when 
fighting resumed on 3 February. UN Humanitarian Air Service to Malakal have been 
suspended since fighting 
started on 25 January.

Separately, clashes have 
also been reported near 
Renk, including in Gabat, 
Abukhadr and Mamur on 
the western bank of the 
Nile. On 30 January, a 
humanitarian partner was 
forced to suspend health 
operations in Renk area 
due to ongoing shelling 
and small arms fire, and 
a humanitarian flight was 
cancelled on 2 February. 
There have been reports of 
civilian displacement.
Read more: IOM press release 
-- http://bit.ly/2kmnP7i
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A displaced child receives polio vaccine at Wau protected site. Photo: 
IOM/Ashley McLaughlin.
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Refugee outflow continues as tensions rise in 
Kajo-Keji
There are reports of renewed clashes and tensions in areas around Kajo-Keji, including at 
Mondikolok, forcing thousands of people to flee for their safety.

In Mondikolok village, religious leaders report that several civilians were killed and one 
woman raped during operations by armed forces on 22 January. Civilians reportedly fled 
south across the border to Uganda as well as to a nearby church for shelter. Meanwhile, 
humanitarian partners report that thousands of residents have fled Kajo-Keji town in 
recent days.

More than 52,600 South Sudanese fled to Uganda in January 2017, primarily from Yei, 
Morobo, Lainya, and Kajo-Keji. The influx increased towards the end of the month, with 
more than 4,500 refugees arriving in a single day on 28 January. This brings the total 
number of refugees in Uganda to more than 698,000, the vast majority of whom are 
women and children.

Refugees arriving into Uganda con-
tinue to cite violence and indiscrimi-
nate killing of civilians, nightly attacks 
on homes, sexual violence, looting of 
livestock and property, fear of arrest, 
and torture as reasons for leaving 
South Sudan. Refugees also report 
that they are unable to use the main 
roads to the border due to insecurity 
and are forced to walk up to several 
days in the bush to reach Uganda, 
with few belongings and limited ac-
cess to food, water and other needs.

Prior to the recent violence, Kajo-Keji was a location in which internally displaced people 
(IDPs) from other parts of the Equatorias sought shelter. In December, there were an 
estimated 30,000 IDPs in three sites in Liwolo payam of Kajo-Keji County –primarily from 
Kaya, Lainya, Morobo, Nyepo, southern Bari and Yei in Central Equatoria– and new arriv-
als continue to be reported.

Humanitarians have scaled-up the response in the Kajo-Keji IDP sites in recent weeks, 
providing water, sanitation and hygiene services (WASH) and running mobile health clinics 
in the sites. However, the response will be jeopardised if insecurity continues to escalate.

In a statement on 25 January, the Bishop of the Kajo-Keji Diocese called on both sides to 
refrain from committing violence against civilians and on the international community to 
intervene urgently. 
Read more: UNHCR Uganda update -- http://bit.ly/2jFhrbU; Communique from Kajo-Keji Bishop -- 
http://bit.ly/2kxcZeV

Extended lean season expected to bring 
unprecedented food insecurity 
South Sudanese are likely to face extreme levels of food insecurity in an extended lean 
season from February to July 2017, and the risk of famine is real for thousands of people 
in conflict-affected communities and food deficit areas, according to food security and 
livelihoods experts. 

The continued devaluation of the South Sudanese Pound (SSP), insecurity along key 
road routes, below-average harvests, and the consequent reduction of food availability 
in local markets have driven prices to record levels. In November 2016, retail sorghum 
prices in Aweil, Wau, and Juba averaged 49 SSP/kg, four times higher than the previous 

More than 52,600 
South Sudanese fled 
to Uganda in January 
2017, primarily from 
Yei, Morobo, Lainya, 
and Kajo-Keji.

People leaving Kajo-Keji in late January 2017. Photo: UNHCR.

Nutrition is expected to 
deteriorate to ‘critical’ 
levels during the 
lean season as food 
stocks are depleted 
and prices are likely to 
peak.

Religious leaders 
in Kajo-Keji have 
reported human rights 
abuses, including 
sexual violence and 
killing of civilians.

www.unocha.org/south
http://bit.ly/2kxcZeV


South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 3

www.unocha.org/south-sudan | Twitter: @OCHASouthSudan | Facebook: UNOCHA South Sudan 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives

year and 10 to 15 times higher than 
in November 2013, the month before 
the initial outbreak of conflict. Urban 
populations are struggling to cope, 
with an estimated 400,000 people in 
Juba, Wau and Aweil now severely 
food insecure. 

Despite the harvest season, levels 
of acute malnutrition remained high, 
with the prevalence of Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM), recorded by 
SMART surveys conducted between 
September and November 2016, 
remaining Serious or worse (10 per 

cent or higher). Nutrition is expected to deteriorate to ‘critical’ levels during the lean sea-
son as food stocks are depleted and prices are likely to peak. 

According to the latest analysis by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS-
NET), using the Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) model, parts of Unity, Western Bahr 
el Ghazal, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Central Equatoria, and Western Equatoria are classi-
fied as Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) characterized by widespread 
hunger. As many households were unable to cultivate, people continue to rely primarily on 
fish and wild foods to survive.

At the height of the lean season in July 2016, some 4.8 million people were estimated 
to be severely food insecure. In the last quarter of 2016 following the harvest, partners 
estimated that some 3.7 million people were food insecure –representing an increase 
of one million people compared to the same period in 2015– and food security experts 
warned that the benefits of the harvest would be short-lived. With conflict driving new 
displacement, and continued economic decline driving market prices up, these figures are 
expected to increase in 2017.

Read more: FEWSNET Alert -- http://bit.ly/2jbXQQ8; FAO situation report -- http://bit.ly/2kV2B0Z 

New IDPs arrive in Wau town following Jur River 
violence
Thousands of new IDPs have arrived in Wau town since 26 January, reportedly due to 
clashes between cattle keepers and armed elements in the Jur River region, south-east 
of Wau Town. 

Humanitarians partners are providing assistance in Nazareth and the Episcopal Church of 
Sudan, where it is estimated that between 2,000 to 4,000 newly displaced have arrived. 
On 3 February, aid workers delivered food and vital non-food items to the most vulnerable 
households, and high energy biscuits to children. Partners are also providing water and 
sanitation services.

Authorities report that an additional 
10,000 people are displaced in Mbili 
and Jebel Teak/Nyikojo. Humanitarian 
organizations are working to verify the 
number of people displaced.

This latest influx comes on top of 
the existing displaced caseload in 
Wau town, where more than 43,000 
internally displaced people (IDPs) are 
sheltering, the majority at the UNMISS 
protected area (28,925) and the 
Catholic Cathedral (8,527). 

Aid workers register newly displaced people at the Episcopal Church 
of Sudan in Wau. Photo: IOM

Farmers harvest groundnuts in Aweil Photo: FAO/Gonzalez Farran.

The devaluation of 
the South Sudanese 
Pound, insecurity 
along key road 
routes, below-
average harvests and 
consequent reduction 
of food availability in 
markets have driven 
prices to record levels.

Humanitarian 
organizations are 
working to verify the 
number of people 
displaced and are 
responding to their 
immediate needs.

www.unocha.org/south
http://www.twitter.com/OCHASouthSudan
https://www.facebook.com/UNOCHASouthSudan
http://bit.ly/2jbXQQ8
http://bit.ly/2kV2B0Z
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For further information, please contact:  
Frank Nyakairu, Head of Communications and Information Management, nyakairu@un.org
Guiomar Pau Sole, Public Information Officer, pausole@un.org 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.reliefweb.int

Inter-agency team successfully reaches two locations in Baggari area 
After extensive negotiations and renewed assurances from the Governor, an inter-agency 
humanitarian team managed to travel to Ngo Halima and Ngisa in the Greater Baggari 
area on 27 January to assess needs and deliver nutritional supplies, vital drugs and 
hygiene items. 

The mission to the Greater Baggari area was cancelled the previous day, after the inter-
agency team was stopped and not allowed to continue at a checkpoint on the outskirts 
of Wau town. Later, the team received an approval for the assessment mission to be 
conducted. Even when the mission did manage to proceed, the team only managed to 
visit two out of six planned locations due to delays at checkpoints.

Since June 2016, humanitarians have only had sporadic access to areas outside of 
Wau town, where 38,800 people are estimated to be displaced in the Greater Baggari 
Area –including in Biringi, Ngo Halima, Tadu, and Ngisa– and Mboro, and are in dire 
need of assistance and protection. Aid workers were able to access the area by air in 
November in 2016. However, as air transportation is far more costly than delivery by road, 
humanitarians continue to advocate for free, safe and unhindered access by road.

Cholera response scaled up in Panyijiar
Following disruptions to humanitarian operations in December and January, health 
partners have stepped up response to cholera in Panyijiar County, where 389 cases had 
been reported in Nyal and Ganyiel as of 20 January, including 14 deaths (CFR of 3.6 per 
cent). 

On 13-14 January, 26 aid workers were relocated from Nyal following directives to cease 
operations in Panyijiar County and to suspend humanitarian flights and river movement to 
the area. This followed the relocation of 28 aid workers from Ganyiel in December due to 
increasing tensions between parties to the conflict in the area. 

After negotiations with authorities, aid workers have been able to return to both Nyal 
and Ganyiel and ramp-up action to treat cholera and prevent the spread of the disease. 
Partners have deployed emergency and community health teams to the two affected sites 
and have reconstructed Cholera Treatment Centres (CTC). Medical supplies, including 
cholera kits, have also been delivered to the affected areas.

More than 78,000 people are currently displaced in Panyijiar County and depend on 
humanitarian assistance and services provided by aid organizations there. 

Countrywide, 4,417 cholera cases including 83 deaths (CFR 1.88 per cent) were reported 
in 10 counties in South Sudan from the 
start of the outbreak in June 2016 to 
27 January 2017. 

Cholera, an infectious disease that 
causes severe watery diarrhea, 
can lead to dehydration and death 
if untreated. There were cholera 
outbreaks in South Sudan in 2014 
and 2015. However, both of those 
outbreaks peaked during the rainy 
season. The current outbreak, which 
began in June 2016 and has continued 
into the dry season, has lasted longer, 
and spread to more locations, than in 
2014 or 2015. Source: WHO. Map: OCHA

After extensive 
negotiations, a 
humanitarian team 
travelled to Ngo 
Halima and Ngisa in 
the Greater Baggari 
area.
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2016-2017 cholera cases by 
sex and age in Panyijiar
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