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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 
25 January 2017 
This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI) 
and Protection.  

 
KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS 
 528,414 people displaced in affected areas of Aleppo (317,531), Hama (91,675), Idleb (76,005), Ar-Raqqa 

(18,137), Homs (7,346), Deir Ez-Zor (1,423), Lattakia (1,273) governorates, northern Syria, due to fighting 
since 1 February 2016 (figures as of 25 January). This represents an overall increase of 94,122 people 
since 1 December, with the large majority of newly displaced from Aleppo Governorate and a smaller 
increase from rural Damascus and Ar-Raqqa Governorate. 

 9,928 people displaced in affected areas of Rural Damascus, south-western Syria, due to fighting since 
August 2016 (figures as of 25 January).  

 80,617 people displaced in affected areas of Al-Hasakeh Governorate, north-eastern Syria, due to fighting 
since September 2016 (figures as of 9 January). 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 On 21 January, a car bomb exploded at the Syrian side of the Berm, a border area between Jordan and 

Syria, near the Al Rukban crossing point, where an estimated 85,000 Syrians are stranded. Four Syrians 
were killed and 15 were injured. 

 Fighting in the Al-Barada valley has displaced thousands within the district and into Rural Damascus. These 
clashes have compromised the water supply to the capital and many other cities for over a month now. 

 The second phase of the Raqqa offensive has been concluded and the opposition Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF) reportedly have full control of the western part of Raqqa Governorate. The estimated 25,000 
individuals (5,000 families) displaced were able to return to their places of origin after four days on average. 
An assessment in western areas of Raqqa where humanitarian agencies have access showed heightened 
need for food, hygiene and health services. No major Shelter/NFI needs were identified. Longer term 
displacement is expected for the next phase of operations, and humanitarians are looking into improving 
reception conditions in the Cotton Centre in Ain Issa and the Mabrouka camp, both northwest of Hassakeh 
Governorate, where availability of Shelter/NFI needs improving.  

 UNHCR carried out a verification exercise during a food distribution in Al Hol and found this camp population 
of Syrian IDPs to be 568 individuals (160 families). In comparison, on 13 November 2016, the population 
was 2,031 individuals (638 families). Many families flew back to Damascus or secured sponsorship to 
relocate to different parts in Hassakeh Governorate. UNHCR and OCHA organised several meetings with 
the local authorities and camp management to accelerate and facilitate the freedom of movement and where 
applicable, departure of IDPs from the camp. 

 Despite reported attacks and casualties in the besieged towns of Kafrya and Al-Foua’a, there have been no 
recent reports of IDPs from these cities. Individuals inside the city have organised a small protest demanding 
that their situation be included in the Astana talks and that humanitarian assistance be increased. The last 
99 IDPs (23 families) from these cities that were sheltered in the Sports City left during the week, increasing 
the total departures to Eastern Aleppo to 1225 individuals (245 families). 
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 On 19 January, the UN submitted to MoFA the February inter-agency convoy plan, which includes 17 
requests to reach 675,250 people in need across 20 areas. A response from the High Relief Committee is 
expected around 30 January, according to standard procedures. 

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 
Protection 
 A group of 47 Protection Cluster partners in southern Syria received training on 4Ws and Information 

Management on 23 January. The training was facilitated by UNHCR with the objective of improving the 
quality of data collection and reporting. During the training, partners developed a dashboard for 2017 
activities, and received information management tools for the creation of maps and other visualization 
products. 

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 
 On 19 January, a second joint CCCM and Education cluster meeting was held to discuss the state of 

education assistance in camps in southern Syria. Participants reported their current educational activities 
conducted in the camps and highlighted needs, gaps and challenges faced during implementation. 
Participants also mentioned cases of IDPs living in schools, and tensions resulting from differing salary 
scales amongst the NGOs that are engaging teachers. Amongst the action points from the meeting, the 
participants agreed to increase the data sharing on IDPs’ living conditions. The CCCM cluster will examine 
the possibility of transferring some IDPs to existing informal settlements; a feasibility study for a unified 
salary scale for teachers will be considered; a technical education needs assessment will be conducted, 
and remedial classes and self-learning programs will be considered for school-age children living in camps. 

 

Shelter/Non-Food Items (SNFI)  
 The Cluster coordination team is in the process of collecting data on the access constraints faced by Cluster 

partners in southern Syria, with the aim of consolidating the information in one ‘access map’ showing the 
areas with higher, medium and low coverage. The map is expected to be ready by the end of January. 

 The immediately available stocks of Shelter/NFI to respond to needs in Ar-Raqqa can cover 119,388 
individuals. Another 70,600 individuals can be assisted with assistance items that are in the pipeline. The 
remaining approximately 210,012 individuals will receive assistance only if funds become available. The 
funding gap is estimated at approximately USD 5.2 million. Cluster members also recommend the allocation 
of additional USD 2.8 million to provide supplementary assistance. 

 During the last five days, 115,801 individuals (24481 families) of Eastern Aleppo, including those in Jibreen, 
received non-food items including high thermal blankets, and winter clothing and baby kits. 

 As of 12 January, WFP completed 177 airdrops of 3,298 metric tons of food, health and WASH supplies 
over Deir Ezzor city. Four full rounds of food distribution have been completed since April 2016 reaching an 
estimated 93,500 individuals. Airdrop operations are suspended since 14 January due to intense fighting in 
and around the dropping zone. 
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