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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

16 November 2016 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI) 
and Protection.  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS 

 380,987 people displaced in affected areas of Aleppo (225,672), Idleb (73,467), Hama (66,880), Homs 
(7,340), Ar-Raqqa (4,959), Lattakia (1,273), Deir Ez-Zor (1,396) governorates, northern Syria, due to fighting 
since 1 February 2016 (figures as of 5 November). This represents an overall increase of 6,290 people 
since 31 October, with the majority of newly displaced due to fighting in Hama Governorate. The most recent 
displacement within western Aleppo city is not included in this figure. 

 5,636 people displaced in affected areas of Rural Damascus, south-western Syria, due to fighting since 
August 2016.  

 45,796 people displaced in affected areas of Al-Hasakeh Governorate, north-eastern Syria, due to fighting 
since September 2016 (figures as of 14 November).1 

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 On 15 November, Russian and Syrian government forces announced the launch of a widespread offensive 
across Syria, with airstrikes reportedly resuming on eastern Aleppo city for the first time since 18 October 
and targeting areas of Idleb and Homs governorates.  

 Partners on the ground have registered 20,584 individuals (4,122 families) who fled intensified fighting in 
western Aleppo city since the start of the offensive by opposition groups on 28 October. 

 UN Special Advisor Jan Egeland said that aid workers in eastern Aleppo city are distributing the last 
available food rations, and that with cold winter weather approaching, continued denial of humanitarian 
access would lead to mass starvation. 

 On 14 November, clashes were reported between two armed opposition groups fighting under the banner 
of the Free Syrian Army (FSA) in A’zaz (Aleppo Governorate). The fighting between the two groups 
prompted Turkey to temporarily close the Ocupinar border-crossing, which lies across from Bab al-Salam 
in Syria.  

 Military operations in Khan Al Sheikh (western Rural Damascus) has resulted in a movement of IDPs from 
the farms of Khan Al Sheikh towards Khan Al Sheikh city.  

  

UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Operational developments 

 Clusters in the three Whole of Syria hubs continue the review and vetting process of projects for the 2017 
Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP). For northern Syria, the Protection Cluster has reviewed 64 projects 
and sent comments back to partners. The CCCM Cluster has reviewed 28 projects, out of which 23 have 

 
1 The reduction from 56,915 IDPs reported at the beginning of October is due to a verification exercise conducted by UNHCR which found that 

some IDPs, mainly from Tel Hamees, Al-Hol and southern Hassakeh, have now moved back to their villages. 
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been shortlisted. Protection risk analyses and gender marker reviews have been finalized as well. The SNFI 
Cluster reviewed and vetted 42 projects and comments were shared with the submitting agencies. 

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 Cluster members reported two incidents in the Al-Maruniyat IDP settlement in Al-Jamiliya village, Darkosh 
sub-district, Idleb Governorate. The first incident on 10 November occurred when two rockets landed in the 
camp. A five month year old girl was killed, four persons injured, two tents were completely destroyed and 
five tents were damaged. A second incident on 11 November was also caused by a rocket.  A 17 year old 
girl was killed and four persons were injured. Two tents were completely destroyed and four tents partially 
damaged. Another attack was reported on 15 November in Kafr Hum settlement, Idleb Governorate, and 
partners in the CCCM Cluster are working on gathering further data and information.  

 The CCCM Cluster has received reports of short-term displacements caused by to the offensive on Ar-
Raqqa and are in the process of verifying the reports and triangulating data. CCCM Cluster members 
confirmed that around 400 individuals who fled Al Hesh village in rural Ar-Raqqa towards Ain Issa in Tal 
Abyadh (Ar-Raqqa Governorate) have started to spontaneously move back to their homes as the situation 
stabilises in their area. 

 The CCCM Cluster in northern Syria has initiated a comprehensive winter response plan which so far covers 
48 per cent of the tented settlements in northern Syria. The Cluster is mobilising a plan to cover the needs 
in the other camps. The main gaps remain shelter, heating and fuel. The plan includes tent insolation kits 
and shelter assistance for 6,000 persons. 

 

Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI)  

 Partners are conducing a household data collection survey in Idleb, Aleppo, Hama and Homs governorates. 
A total of 1,800 out of the 7,314 forms have been collected so far. A data collection exercise is also ongoing 
through partner key informants in Deir Ez-Zor and Ar-Raqqa, and a total of 115 forms out of 229 have been 
collected so far.   

 As part of the Ar-Raqqa inter-agency contingency plan prepared by the Gaziantep Hub, the SNFI Cluster 
has mapped out the agencies involved and the current funding gap. Nine organizations have planned 
contingency measures in six districts (A’zaz, Jarablus, Tell Abiad, Al-Haska, Al-Bab and Menbij) and 29 
sub-districts. The SNFI Cluster currently has the capacity to distribute NFIs to 145,046 individuals. If the 
current funding gap of USD 8.2 million is met, the Cluster would have the potential capacity to reach 424,046 
individuals with NFIs.  


