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This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 03 to 17 October 2016.  

Highlights 

 While clearing operations (including of IEDs) continue, there has been no fighting in Kunduz city for several days 
and the situation continues to normalize within the city limits. Some major roads into the city remain contested. 

 As of 16 October, around 59,360 IDPs were estimated as arrived in Kabul, Pul-e-Khumri, Taloqan, Fayzabad and 
Mazar-i-Sharif, over 49,000 have been assessed so far.  

 Assistance is ongoing, including distribution of shelter, food assistance, NFIs, WASH and medical support.  

 Returns: Officials have encouraged residents to return and are offering transport and return packages. Significant 
numbers of IDPs are reported as departing for Kunduz, including 30 per cent in Taloqan, 60 per cent in Pul-e-
Khumri and 95 per cent of those in Mazar-i-Sharif.   

 Kunduz city: Water services and power has been restored in some areas. Damage is reported to local 
infrastructure, homes and shops. 

 Coordination: The vast majority of humanitarian actors in Kunduz city reopened their offices on 16 October and 
an OCT was held on 17 October. 

Displacement 
As of 16 October 2016, initial reports indicate around 59,360 IDPs arrived mainly in Taloqan, Kabul, Fayzabad, 
Mazar-i-Sharif and Pul-e-Khumri. Assessments are ongoing, with more than 49,000 IDPs assessed. Large numbers 
of IDPs are already reported as returning, particularly those who were accommodated in tents.  

In Taloqan, 31,605 IDPs have been assessed so far, with assessments ongoing. As of 16 October, approximately 
30 per cent were estimated to have departed to return to Kunduz. CONCERN, FOCUS, DACAAR, ARCS, Mission 
East, ADAA, and ANDMA have provided food assistance, NFIs, shelter, blankets and WASH facilities and medical 
services. SCI has set up four child-friendly spaces. 

In Kabul, approximately 10,920 IDPs have arrived. 9,660 have been assessed, with 6,447 identified as genuine 
IDPs, so far. DRCA, WFP, ANDMA, UNICEF, UNHCR, UNHCR/WSTA, DACAAR and CARE have distributed food 
assistance, blankets, NFIs, safe drinking water and emergency latrines, and tents. MoRR and ANDMA have identified 
a new site in PD-17 and are planning to relocate some IDPs. MRRD sent 200 tents to the new location and MoRR 
and ANDMA will facilitate the transportation cost. 

In Mazar-i-Sharif, 3,920 IDPs were assessed, but as of 16 October, around 95 per cent had departed to return to 
Kunduz, including all those located at Hajji camp. NPO, SCI, DACAAR, ARCS, UNICEF AND WFP provided tents, 
blankets, clean water, hygiene kits, dignity kits and food assistance. Assessment and response continues for the 
small number of IDPs families remaining in the city. 

In Fayzabad, 5,600 IDPs were reported to have arrived, of which 3,598 IDPs have been verified. ARCS, 
CONCERN and local businesses have provided tents, WASH and food assistance. 
 
In Pul-e-Khumri, 7,315 IDPs have registered of which 1,176 have been assessed and 658 identified in need of 
assistance. Joint assessments are ongoing, but many who were living in accommodation not with relatives (hotels 
etc) were observed to be returning.  

Smaller numbers of IDPs were reported in Samangan, Panjshir, Parwan and Kapisa. 

Needs and response  
Needs still include shelter, sanitation, female dignity kits, food, winter clothing, medical assistance and protection. 

Transport and return for those who wish to return: ANDMA and the Ministry of Transport have signed a MOU to 
provide IDPs in Kabul with cash for private transport. On return, families are eligible for cash assistance from ANDMA 
(AFN8,000 = USD$122) and a one month food ration from WFP. 
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Humanitarian situation in Kunduz city 
Conflict: Fighting in the city ceased as of the morning of 12 October, but sporadic fighting has continued in the city 
outskirts and in the districts. 

Access: NSAG has retained control of the Kunduz – Takhar road and the Kunduz – Baghlan road remains heavily 
contested. However, civilians have been able to travel on these routes, albeit with elevated risks.  

Basic services: Water services has been restored, as has power to parts of the city. A larger number of shops have 
reopened and the regional hospital is functional. The Ministry of Urban Development has been tasked to survey the 
damage to public and private infrastructure. 

Response: Four inter-agency assessment teams will commence assessments on 18 October of IDPs and vulnerable 
people. Eight mine education and eight UXO teams are working in the main affected areas (PD1-4), with a projection 
to complete clearance in less than two weeks.  

Coordination 
Nearly all humanitarian agencies offices with a presence in Kunduz city reopened their offices on 16 October. This 
includes WHO, UNMACCA, UNHAS, UNHabitat, ACTED, NEI, AKF, SCA, NRC, DACAAR, INSO, HN TPO, IMC, 
MC, HAS, ACBAR, RET, IDS Hamkaar, NPO, ARCS, DoRR and ANDMA. 

One OCHA national staff member has remained in Kunduz for the entirety of the conflict and will continue to work 
from home and coordinate with partners. Additional OCHA surge deployments to Kunduz city will take place this 
week, as will a planned UNICEF and OCHA field mission to Pul-e-Khumri. 

An OCT was held on Monday 17 October in Kunduz to discuss assessments and response planning. A PDMC will 
be held on 18 October in Kunduz city with the government to deconflict areas of assessment and response.   
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