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HIGHLIGHTS
•	 Humanitarian Coordinator 

condemns violence against 
aid workers.

•	 About 21,400 people are 
displaced in the Greater 
Baggari area in Wau County. 

•	 Health partners are stepping 
up malaria preparedness and 
response efforts.  

•	 There are reports of 
increasing food insecurity in 
Eastern Equatoria.

•	 UN Special Representative 
calls for action against sexual 
violence.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.69 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

720,394

No. of  se-
verely food 
insecure 
people from 
Jan - Mar 
2016

2.8 million

FUNDING

$379 million
funding received in 2016

29% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Humanitarian Coordinator condemns the killing of 
a health worker
The Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, Eugene Owusu, has strongly con-
demned the tragic killing of Sister Veronika Racková, a Slovakian nun and medical doctor 
who was shot on 15 May 2016 in Yei, while on a humanitarian mission, and later suc-
cumbed to her wounds. 

“I am deeply saddened by this senseless act and send my deepest condolences to the 
family, friends and colleagues of Sister Veronika Racková,” said Mr. Owusu. “I welcome 
steps being taken by the authorities to bring the perpetrators to justice and urge them to 
act swiftly.” 

Sister Veronika Racková was driving an ambulance on her way back from a medical cen-
tre when she was attacked. Her death brings the number of aid workers killed in South 
Sudan	since	the	beginning	of	the	conflict	in	December	2013	to	54.	

“Violence against humanitarian workers and humanitarian assets is categorically unac-
ceptable and must stop,” said Mr. Owusu. “I urge the Transitional Government of National 
Unity to endeavour to strengthen the safety and security environment for aid workers and 
will work intensively with them to achieve this.”

Humanitarian partners have recently recorded an increase in attacks, robberies, and 
harassment against ambulances, particularly in Juba. 

South Sudan participants bring World 
Humanitarian Summit commitments home
Upon their return from the World Humanitarian Summit, which took place in Istanbul on 
23-24 May, the Honorable Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management, 
Hussein Mar Nyuot, the Humanitarian Coordinator for South Sudan, Eugene Owusu, and 
Archbishop Daniel Deng Bulalong, 
briefed the press in Juba on their 
participation at the summit and the 
commitments made there. 

Minister Nyuot said that the Transi-
tional Government of National Unity 
(TGoNU) is committed to addressing 
the suffering of the South Sudanese 
people and that the Summit was a 
learning experience for South Sudan, 
as a young country, and an opportuni-
ty to meet with different stakeholders. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator noted 

Humanitarian Bulletin
South Sudan
Issue 7 | 30 May 2016

A girl carries mosquito nets in Rejaf East. Photo: OCHA.

Minister Hussein Mar Nyuot and Humanitarian Coordinator 
Eugene	Owusu	at	the	press	briefing	on	26	May.	Photo:	OCHA
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that issues discussed at the summit, including the centrality of political will to prevent and 
end	conflict,	enhancing	the	protection	of	civilians,	and	humanitarian	financing,	are	particu-
larly pertinent in South Sudan today. 

“We must capitalize on the momentum generated by the Summit to ensure that the global 
community does not allow South Sudan to become a forgotten crisis,” Mr. Owusu said.

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul highlighted that the Summit recognized the important work of 
faith-based groups in assisting people in need.

Read HC’s remarks at the press briefing: https://shar.es/1dQaJz

Needs continue to increase in and around Wau 
Humanitarian partners conducting a needs assessment along the Greater Baggari area in 
Wau County have estimated that about 21,400 people were displaced in various locations 
after	fighting	erupted	in	February	2016,	including	Ngo	Halima,	Tadu,	Ngisa,	Faragalla,	
Natabu, Bringi, Baggari center, Ugali, Ngodakala and Ngo Sulugu. 

Homes in the assessed areas had been burnt 
and people reported that their food stocks and 
household items had been looted. People said 
they were surviving by eating wild roots - which 
they have to soak in water for three days then 
dry and cook before eating – and picking cas-
sava leaves and roots. Health facilities had been 
vandalized and there were no health workers on 
the ground during the assessment. The assess-
ment found that people are living deep in the 
bush because of fears of further attacks. There 
were reports of sexual and gender-based vio-
lence and killing of civilians, including children. 
Displaced people reported to be sleeping in the 
open and indicated that they are in need of food, 
shelter, basic household items, health services 
and nutritional support. 

Meanwhile, insecurity remains a concern for 
displaced people in and around Wau town. An 
unconfirmed	number	of	people	were	displaced	
following skirmishes between armed actors in 
Bussere and Moimoi, Bazia payam, close to Wau 
town	on	10	May,	and	fighting	from	15	to	17	May	
in Menemba A boma, Raja, reportedly displaced 
more than 700 people to Diem-Jalad and Menem-
ba B. This added to the more than 3,900 people 
already displaced into Raja since skirmishes in February 2016. Of these, about 1,600 
were originally from Aweil West, while about 2,300 were from Wau County. 

Humanitarian response underway  
In	and	around	Wau	Town,	partners	continue	to	assist	people	affected	by	fighting	and	
displacement. In May, food assistance targeting about 70,000 people was distributed in 
Wau	Town	and	a	verification	exercise	was	conducted,	after	which	beneficiaries	received	
ration cards for various forms of assistance. In Gette payam, Jur River County, partners 
provided nutrition supplies to children and lactating mothers, delivered medicines, treated 
patients and repaired a borehole. 

During the assessment along the Greater Baggari area, aid workers distributed high-en-
ergy biscuits to about 2,000 children and pregnant and lactating mothers and plumpy nuts 
to 22 children with severe acute malnutrition.

Nutrition assistance 
was provided to about 
2,000 children and 
pregnant and lactating 
mothers in the Greater 
Baggari area, and food 
assistance reached 
around 70,000 people 
in Wau.

About 21,400 people 
are displaced in the 
Greater Baggari area 
in Wau County.

During the IRNA in the Greater Baggari area on 
20 May, partners screen children for malnutrition.   
Photo: OCHA.

Insecurity in May    
also affected Bazia 
payam in Wau and 
Menemba A boma in 
Raja.
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Humanitarian partners 
are distributing 
insecticide treated 
mosquito nets.

Partners scale-up action as malaria season arrives 
Health partners are stepping up malaria preparedness and response efforts as the 
season during which the disease is most endemic (May-December) arrives. 

Surveillance of malaria 
at 1,400 health facilities 
across the country is 
ongoing to ensure easy 
detection of outbreaks.  
Over half a million malaria 
cases, including more than 
200 deaths, were recorded 
by health partners from 1 
January to 8 May 2016, 
with some 88,450 cases 
and 35 related deaths were 
reported in IDP sites and 
426,926 cases and 179 
deaths recorded outside of 

IDP sites. The overall number of cases and deaths represents a slight reduction from the 
number recorded during the same period in 2015 (515,376 vs 555,452 cases and 214 vs 
267 deaths respectively).

Prevention efforts are underway, including the distribution of insecticide treated mosquito 
nets, which is due to be completed before the peak of the season starts in August. 
Mosquito nets will distributed in IDP sites, and through mass distribution campaigns in 
Warrap, Northern Bahr El Ghazal, Lakes, Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei.

Treatments for about 1.6 million cases was distributed across the country by March 2016, 
and	emergency	malaria	kits	have	been	pre-positioned	at	state	offices	and	Protection	of	
Civilians (PoC) sites in Unity and Upper Nile. 

To enhance the quality of care provided and reduce deaths, about 800 health workers will 
be trained on the management of malaria cases over the next four months. 

An unprecedented malaria outbreak in 2015 affected more than 2.1 million people.

Rising food insecurity reported in Eastern 
Equatoria
There are reports of increasing food insecurity in Eastern Equatoria, including due to 
prolonged dry spells during the growing season last year, increasing prices in markets, 
and reduced availability of commodities. The most affected counties include Budi, Ikotos, 
Kapoeta and Lopa/Lafon.

Eastern	Equatoria’s	first	cropping	season	in	2015	was	affected	by	late	onset	rainfall	and	
dry spells during the crop fruiting stage. Insecurity also prevented some farmers from 
accessing	their	fields.	El	Niño	rains	during	the	second	cropping	season	of	2015	provided	
some reprieve and some pasture for livestock. However, because of the cumulatively low 
production, the lean season set in much earlier than normal, while economic challenges 
eroded household purchasing power in the face of rising market prices. The combination 
of these stressors resulted in some households leaving for neighbouring countries, includ-
ing Uganda and Kenya.

Food Security and Livelihoods partners are planning to assist about 223,000 vulnerable 
people with general food distributions targeting the most affected areas during the lean 
season (May to July). In addition, about 87,000 people will receive assistance through the 
Food for Assets programme, which provides food in exchange for involvement in commu-
nity-based asset creating activities. 

Source: Health Cluster

Cumulative reported malaria cases and deaths
 (1 January to 8 May) 

20162015

555,452
515,376

 DeathsCases

20162015

267
214

About 223,000 
vulnerable people in 
Eastern Equatoria will 
receive food aid during 
the lean season.

Over half a million 
malaria cases, 
including more than 
200 deaths, were 
recorded by health 
partners from 1 
January to 8 May 
2016.
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For further information, please contact:  
Guiomar Pau Sole,	Public	Information	Officer,	pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo,	Reporting	Officer,	moyo1@un.org, 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

Women and girls face 
risks of sexual and 
gender-based violence 
while carrying out 
routine activities. 

Humanitarian partners have also started to provide livelihoods support to nearly 46,000 
households in Budi, Ikotos, Kapoeta East, North and South, Lafon, Magwi and Torit 
counties.	The	distribution	of	fishing,	crop	and	vegetable	kits,	as	well	as	cash	vouchers	to	
purchase crop seeds supplied by local traders, is scheduled to be completed before the 
end of June. 

UN Special Representative urges South Sudan 
leaders to address sexual violence 
During a visit to South Sudan in May, the United Nations Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Sexual Violence 
in	Conflict,	Zainab	Hawa	Bangura,	urged	
authorities in the Transitional Govern-
ment of National Unity to implement 
commitments made to address sexual 
violence. 

‘‘Now, more than ever before, it is im-
perative for the authorities of the Tran-
sitional Government of National Unity to 
ensure accountability for these crimes,” 
Ms. Bangura said, emphasizing that 
successful implementation of the peace 
agreement will require that sexual vio-
lence is monitored, tracked and reported, 
and addressed in all transitional justice 
processes. 

Gender-based violence (GBV), including sexual violence, has been widely reported in 
South Sudan. More than 20,500 women and girls could be at risk of sexual violence 
in 2016, according to partners’ estimates. However, many individual incidents are not 
reported due to lack of awareness regarding available services and concerns regarding 
confidentiality.	

Health facilities that provide case management of rape recorded 181 rape cases from 
January to April 2016, while the Gender-based Violence Information Management System 
(GBVIMS) recorded 552 cases of GBV from January to March 2016. One in four incidents 
reported through GBVIMS were related to sexual violence (rape or sexual assault), while 
the most reported incidents were physical abuse perpetrated by an intimated partner. 

Women and girls, in particular, face risks of SGBV while carrying out routine activities. 
Survivors	of	rape	report	being	attacked	while	collecting	firewood,	accessing	water	and	
sanitation	facilities,	and	collecting	food.	Due	to	the	difficult	economic	situation,	women	
and girls often resort to dangerous coping mechanisms like skipping meals, foregoing 
health care, walking through high-risk areas and engaging in survival sex. Some families 
have resorted to early and forced marriage in order to alleviate economic pressures on 
the family, clear debts or settle disputes.

Partners have established GBV coordination mechanisms, with clear referral pathways 
ensuring a comprehensive response, including psychosocial support, case management 
and health care support for GBV survivors. 

Find more information: https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/south-su-
dan/gender-based-violence

On	5	May,	Ms.	Bangura	meets	with	Government	officials	in	Juba.	
Photo: UNMISS

“It is imperative 
for the authorities 
of the Transitional 
Government of 
National Unity to 
ensure accountability 
for these crimes” 
- Bangura


