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SYRIA: FLASH UPDATE ON RECENT EVENTS 

29 May 2016 

This update provides a summary of recent displacement, along with developments from the UNHCR co-led 
Sector/Clusters of Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI) 
and Protection.  

 

KEY DISPLACEMENT STATISTICS 

 In total, 139,764 people are displaced in northern and southern Syria due to developments between 
February through May 2016. This includes:  

o 84,785 people displaced in affected areas of Aleppo (66,413), Idleb (15,772), Homs (1,327), Lattakia 
(1,273) governorates, northern Syria, due to fighting since 1 February 2016 (figures as of 30 March).  

o 44,284 people displaced in affected areas of Al-Hasakeh Governorate, northern Syria, due to fighting 
since 1 February 2016 (figures as of 21 May). This is an increase of 189 people since 10 May. 

o 10,800 people newly displaced in Dar’a and Quneitra governorates, southern Syria, due to fighting 
from March to April 2016.  

 According to reliable sources, there are 63,400 Syrian asylum seekers at the berm (Jordan-Syria border). 
As at 22 May, around 39,233 of the asylum seekers remaining at the berm have been registered by UNHCR 
(28,706 at Rukban and 10,527 at Hadalat).  

 

NEW POPULATION MOVEMENTS 

 People have started to flee due to heavy fighting in northern Aleppo, with some 165,000 displaced persons 
reportedly massing near the town of A’zaz in northern Syria. Fleeing civilians are being caught in cross-fire 
and are facing challenges to access medical services, food, water and safety. 

 Reportedly there has also been an increase in the number of IDPs fleeing fighting in Ar-Raqqa Governorate. 
Some 8,000 people are estimated to have reached A’zaz district in Aleppo Governorate.  

 Since May, there has been a spike in the number of Iraqi refugees crossing into Syria in a bit to escape 
Mosul and fighting in surrounding areas. A total of 4,266 have arrived at the Al-Hol camp located 14 
kilometers from the Iraqi border in Syria’s Al-Hasakeh Governorate.  

 

CONTEXTUAL DEVELOPMENTS 

 Fighting in Aleppo has intensified, with ISIS reportedly advancing towards A’zaz town in northern Syria. 

 ISIS bombings rocked the government-held coastal cities of Jableh and Tartous - both areas had been 
relatively secure until this point. Meanwhile, the regional fight against ISIS continues with a new offensive 
on Ar-Raqqa. In southern Syria, reports indicate that on 21 May intense aerial bombardment returned, 
affecting areas in both the east and west of Dar’a Governorate.  

 The United Nations Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen O’Brien briefed the Security Council on 27 May. 
He noted that in the month of May, restrictions on access left more than 40 per cent of the planned target 
population without basic necessities and food. 

 Since the beginning of 2016, United Nations inter-agency cross-line operations have reached a net total of 
833,825 beneficiaries (267,650 in besieged areas, 476,175 in hard-to-reach areas, 50,000 in priority cross-
line areas and 15,000 with medical supplies only in hard-to-reach areas). 
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UNHCR CO-LED SECTOR/CLUSTER UPDATES 

Protection 

 The Protection Sector in southern Syria met on 23 May to take stock of current messaging and tools toward 
an agreed joint messaging strategy for protection, child protection and gender-based violence (GBV).    

 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) 

 The CCCM Cluster finalized and shared its most recent IDP Sites Monitoring Matrix (ISIMM). Around 30 
new informal IDP settlements were identified during the course of the month. Four of them were reported in 
A’zaz districts in northern Aleppo Governorate with a total of 23,418 IDPs, and 26 in Idleb with the total of 
23,618 IDPs. The settlements host newly displaced IDPs fleeing eastern rural Aleppo, northern Lattakia and 
Idleb governorates.   

 

Shelter/Non Food Items (SNFI) 

 The SNFI Technical Working Group in northern Syria is finalizing the paper on technical guidance and 
standards on NFIs for the Turkey cross-border operation.  

 The SNFI group in southern Syria has coordinated with the WASH sector to include SNFI questions into the 
household survey questionnaire for an assessment.   

 All SNFI coordinators across the response met to review upcoming distributions and recent areas of access 
in order to coordinate joint planning and analyze for any potential overlaps. The meeting confirmed that 
there are no present overlaps in assistance delivery and all potential occurrences are being reviewed by the 
concerned hubs in Whole of Syria.  

 

 

 


