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PRESS RELEASE 

 
European Union brings relief to the victims of flood and landslides in Sri Lanka  
 
Colombo, 26 May 2016 – In response to a series of floods and landslides which swept across Sri Lanka 
between 14th  and 22nd May, the European Commission is providing 200 000 EUR (32.8 million LKR) 
in humanitarian funding to assist the most affected populations. This aid will directly benefit 20 000 
individuals who have been heavily impacted in five of the worst-hit districts in the country’s West, 
namely Colombo, home to the Sri Lankan capital, Gampaha, Puttalam, Kegalle and Kurunegala.   
 
This EU-funding supports the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society in delivering much-needed assistance through 
the provision of emergency non-food relief items such as tarpaulins, latrines, household kits, school 
items, as well as medical and first aid services. The action will also ensure the most vulnerable 
households have access to safe water, sanitation facilities and good hygiene practices.  
 
The funding is part of the EU’s overall contribution to the Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) of the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC).  
 
Sri Lanka started experiencing a series of heavy downpours on 14th May. The depression later intensified 
into powerful Tropical Storm Roanu, which brought the highest reported rainfall since 2005 and triggered 
widespread flooding and landslides in 22 of the country’s 25 districts. According to the latest report 
released by the Government of Sri Lanka, the harsh weather conditions left at least 94 dead and affected 
close to 260 000 people, more than 126 000 of whom are displaced. The torrential rain and its subsequent 
impacts also destroyed over 500 homes whilst causing damage to more than 4 000 others.  
 
Although floodwaters have started receding after the system moved away from the island nation on 22nd 
May, paving  the way for most of the displaced persons to return home, families living in low-lying areas 
will inevitably remain displaced for a longer period.  
 
An expert from the European Commission’s Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) 
has been deployed to Sri Lanka and is currently participating in needs assessments to see whether further 
support is required. 
 
 
Background  
 
The European Union together with its Member States is the world's leading donor of humanitarian aid. 
Relief assistance is an expression of European solidarity towards people in need around the world. It aims 
to save lives, prevent and alleviate human suffering, and safeguard the integrity and human dignity of 
populations affected by natural disasters and man-made crises. The European Commission through its 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) helps over 120 million victims of conflicts 
and disasters every year. For more information, please visit ECHO's website. 
 
 
 



Page 2 of 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
For 2016, the European Commission has signed a €3 million humanitarian contribution agreement with 
the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to support the Federation's  
Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF). Funds from the DREF are mainly allocated to “small-scale” 
disasters – those that do not give rise to a formal international appeal.  
 
The Disaster Relief Emergency Fund was established in 1985 and is supported by contributions from 
donors. Each time a National Red Cross or Red Crescent Society needs immediate financial support to 
respond to a disaster, it can request funds from the DREF. For small-scale disasters, the IFRC allocates 
grants from the Fund, which can then be replenished by the donors. The contribution agreement between 
the IFRC and ECHO enables the latter to replenish the DREF for agreed operations (that fit in with its 
humanitarian mandate) up to a total of €3 million.  
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For further information, please contact: 
 
Pierre Prakash 
Regional Information Officer for Asia and the Pacific  
European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO): +66 89 811 54 81 
Pierre.Prakash@echofield.eu 
 
 


