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Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the media, and welcome to the United Nations weekly press 

briefing broadcast live on UN radio Miraya from UN House, in Juba. Also a warm welcome to our 

radio listeners who have tuned in and the media from Torit. 

Today our guest speaker is Mr. Christian Okafor, Project Manager in South Sudan of the United 

Nations Human Settlements Programme known as UN-Habitat. He will brief us on the work of UN 

Habitat in South Sudan, a very important program as the country is implementing the peace 

agreement which in turn will trigger recovery, development and of course reconstruction programs. 

World Humanitarian Summit 
 

But let me start with a few words about the first ever World Humanitarian Summit that took place 

in Istanbul on 23 and 24 May. The UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon attended; in his remarks, he 

reminded the audience that some 130 million people are currently in need of aid to survive and 

underscored the need to secure up to 15 billion US dollars to meet global humanitarian needs. He 

also stressed that every year, the needs rise and the funding shortfall grows. 

“The world needs to give people a chance and a life in dignity" the UN Secretary-General said.  

“Today we declare we are one humanity with a shared responsibility” he concluded. 

More than 65 Heads of State and Government, leaders from the public and private sectors were in 

Istanbul for the two-day summit that ended yesterday.  

37 sniffing dogs to arrive in Juba (UNMAS)  
 

The United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) will be welcoming 37 explosive detective dogs 

who will arrive in Juba on Friday morning. You may recall some ten of them had already come in 

winter 2014 and were dispatched throughout South Sudan in support of UNMAS demining teams. 

This batch of dogs is part of a new contract, and will be deployed to different parts of the country in 

specific support to the Mission as mines and other unexploded ordnance’s search and detection 

capacity. 
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If you are interested in covering their arrival and activities, please be in touch with Shantal Persaud 

0912 177 592 or James Aldworth at UNMAS at: 0959 002 737.  

Juba: Symposium on Human Rights  

The International Development Law Organization (IDLO) has just concluded in Juba a Symposium 

on Human Rights, covering topics ranging from enshrining human rights in the constitution, 

empowering citizenry and enhancing human rights awareness, developing institutions to administer 

justice consistently, and transparently and also discuss on the most appropriate courts to deal with 

human rights issues. The symposium will also focus on ways to help law schools to engage in 

outreach activities to help people understand human rights. At a time when South Sudan has 

embarked on the road to peace, understanding human rights while documenting abuses and 

violations are crucial to ensure accountability, provide justice and guarantee a sustainable peace.  

Protection of Civilians (PoC) site (date:19 May 2014)  

While figures have been regularly reduced over the last 2 months with a decrease of over 20,000, 
mostly form Bentiu, they have been stable in the last week, with the most populated PoC site 
remaining Bentiu with slightly over 105,000 and the most congested Malakal with over 40,000   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Peacekeepers Day  

This year UNMISS will be observing International Peacekeepers Day on Monday 30th May, where 
commemorative ceremonies and events will be held across the country to remember 129 fallen 
peacekeepers worldwide, 13 of which are from UNMISS who lost their lives in South Sudan. 

******** 

 

REGION 

 

LOCATION 

Number of 

civilians seeking 

protection 

Central  

Equatoria  

UN House PoC I & III 27,990 

Unity Bentiu  105,588 

Upper Nile 

 

Malakal 40,448 

Melut 700 

Jonglei Bor 2,289 

Western Bahr  

El Ghazal 

Wau 219 

TOTAL  177,234 



Let me now introduce you to our speaker today, Mr. Christian Okafor Project Manager, UN-Habitat 
in South Sudan.  Mr. Okafor is a Livelihood and Post conflict Reconstruction Policy expert working 
with the Nairobi-based UN-Habitat Africa Regional office and managing the South Sudan Country 
Office.  

He is not new to South Sudan where he worked with the United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) as an Urban Management Specialist in Upper Nile from 2010 to 2013. He was Officer-in-

Charge heading the UNDP office in Upper Nile in 2010-2011, until his further appointment as the 

State Coordinator for UNDP in the same area from 2011-to 2013.  

…………………………………………………………………. 

Mr. Christian Okafor Project Manager, UN-Habitat in South Sudan 
 
UN-Habitat has been engaged in South Sudan since 2006. UN-Habitat’s mandate is to assist 
governments, local authorities, and communities with a broad range of technical tools and 
experience for governing and managing sustainable urban development. In south Sudan, UN-Habitat 
cooperates with the Ministry of Lands, Housing and Physical Planning, also through local Ministries 
of Physical infrastructures and other relevant government agencies 
 
The mandate and expertise of UN-Habitat covers urban legislation, land and governance, urban 
planning and design, urban economy, urban basic services, housing and slum upgrading, risk 
reduction and rehabilitation, urban research and capacity development. 
 
Past Activities in South Sudan 

- Portals piped water systems to which UNMISS has allocated USD 1,100,000 to supply clean water 
to eight towns in South Sudan: Turalei, Yirol, Gok Machar, Rumbek, Nyin Akok, Nimule, Ezo and 
Kapoeta.  

 

- South Sudan land conflict management program (2010-2012): USD 2 million for a program 
funded by Canada. UN-Habitat developed the program whose overall goal has been to contribute 
to more effective management of land-related disputes and conflicts in South Sudan. 

 

- The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and UN-Habitat have developed a 
joint program on shelter for persons returning to South Sudan (2010-2012) with a UN-Habitat 
architect and urban expert seconded to UNHCR to assist the implementation of the emergency 
shelter project.  

 

- Land surveying and settlement planning capacity building support to South Sudan: UNDP 
allocated approximately $180,000 and requested UN-Habitat to assist to implement their US AID 
funded project in three states (Northern Bahr El Ghazal, Warrap, and Upper Nile). 

 

- Prevention of demolition program in South Sudan (2006 – 2010): Through a joint program with 
UNDP, UN-Habitat worked systematically with authorities in Juba to stop demolition of informal 
settlements and provide policy alternatives and practices for Hai-Zandia Slum upgrading program.  

 
Current Activities in South Sudan 

- USD 2,400,000 from Japan have been allocated to flood protection, water and sanitation and 
livelihoods for returnees and displaced persons in South Sudan. 

- Finalizing the National Urban Policy for South Sudan with 2 national conferences conducted in 
Juba as well as regional consultations  

 
 



Plans in Support of the Transitional Peace Process 

- Facilitating accelerated return, resettlement and re-integration of displaced persons and PoC sites’ 
returnees and the urban poor through the provision of basic services, resilience to flood and 
livelihoods. 

- Land Management in support to return, re-integration and the consolidation of peace in South 
Sudan 

- One Stop Youth Centre for public works in support for peace and reconstruction   

- Housing for Peace initiative as a means of support to return, re-integration and consolidation of 
peace in South Sudan. 

 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Ariane Quentier (AQ):  Obviously UN Habitat is a crucial programme, as South Sudan has embarked 

on the road to peace, peace implementation and reconstruction. UN programmes dealing with 

settlement and resettlement will be crucial for the development and reconstruction of the country.  

Question: My name is …. …. Dumello, correspondent for Daily Monitor, Daily Vision, Torit. I would like 

to know more about the housing for peace initiative you mentioned and how it relates to peace. Also 

regarding the pipe-water system in Kapoeta, how has it been run and how many people have 

benefited so far of this project? 

Christian Okafor (CO): The housing for peace initiative is an initiative of UN-Habitat in consultation 

with the Ministries of Defense and of Land, Housing and Urban Development. UN-Habitat is 

replicating from other places and experience. The need for shelter is one of the basic needs of a 

human being. Housing is central for a sustainable peace, because people should be able to live in 

their houses, feel secure. If you have sufficient housing, people make their own choice as to where 

they want to live. 

AQ: Let me also add that all returns will be voluntarily and based on an informed choice. No one 

will be forced to return to an area not of one’s choice.    

CO: The Water system in Kapoeta was a project initiated by UNMISS and conducted by UN-Habitat. 

We went to Kapoeta for consultations with local authorities. Water is essential because it borders 

on every day’s life, sanitation, hygiene, etc. An area was allocated to the project so a water system 

was drilled while channeling pipes underground on a distance from 3 to 800m, depending on 

settlements. There is also a very big water tower, pumping water using solar power. The water is 

further distributed to communal points for collection. If you have it serving 1,000 people it is a very 

huge intervention already. And we want it to be a model that can be replicated anywhere in South 

Sudan.  

AQ: On boreholes and water, you may recall some months ago I announced an UNMISS “quick 

impact project” which was actually in Gudele Juba town where we did drill a borehole in order to 

make pure and good water available to citizens, because this was an area prone to waterborne 

diseases, the worst of which is cholera.  

Question: My name is …. From the VoA. Is there any information on the level of destruction of the 

infrastructure following the war? Are there figures of how much is required to rehabilitate the 

infrastructure in the country? 

 



CO: From a personal and perhaps organizational point of view the worst mistake anyone would do is 

to actually destroy. One will know the amount of destruction, but knowing the amount of effort 

required to reconstruct may be a problem. We do not have specific figure when it comes to what is 

required in South Sudan. But a huge effort, a huge investment, and collaborative effort are required 

to reconstruct South Sudan. At this stage a lot of effort and money are required, but do not expect 

the Government to fund 100% of the reconstruction. It doesn’t happen anywhere. It requires the 

private sector, it requires the public sector, it requires everybody. 

Question: Wake Simon VoA:  A few weeks ago, in Western Equatoria State that the UN mission have 

been stopped, what is the latest? Are they patrolling or is it the  status quo regarding the decision by 

the state government that they do not move?  

 

AQ: On the freedom of movement, first of all, let me be very clear: the freedom of movement of the 

United Nations Mission in South Sudan is being guaranteed by the Status of Forces Agreement 

(SOFA) signed with the government. Any attempt to prevent the United Nations Mission in South 

Sudan to patrol is a violation of the SOFA. 

Having said that we are engaging with the authorities in Yambio to see how we can continue to 

conduct patrols in the best possible interest of the people to ensure a safe and secure environment. 

We last talked to them I believe mid-May when local authorities explained to us that the ban is due 

to the display of armored personnel carriers (APC) and protection weapons going with the APCs 

because - and I quote the authorities - “the area is in peace and doesn’t need to have threatening 

equipment”.  Right now we are conducting limited patrols in Yambio town, but doing regular short 

and long duration patrols around the town Yambio. 

  

Question: Wake Simon VoA: Is Yambio the only one case where you have had limited freedom of 

movement? 

AQ: The issue freedom of movement for UNMISS is an ongoing issue. 

 

Question: Eye Radio: The other concern that the Yambio authorities raised was that you are 

patrolling, UNMISS peacekeepers are patrolling with tanks and heavy weaponry. Are you still doing 

that? 

 

AQ: We are currently patrolling outside of Yambio town with our usual equipment and limited 

patrols in Yambio.   

 

 


