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HIGHLIGHTS
• Partners reached people in 

Mundri East with assistance 
after 10 months without 
access.

• Health partners are 
responding to measles 
outbreaks in 11 counties. 

• More than 100,000 South 
Sudanese have sought 
refuge in neighbouring 
countries since January.  

• Partners ramp up cholera 
preparedness. 

• The UN has strongly 
condemned the attack on 
Bentiu compound. 

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.69 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

711,960

No. of  se-
verely food 
insecure 
people from 
Jan - Mar 
2016

2.8 million

FUNDING

$351 million
funding received in 2016

27% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Humanitarian assistance reaches Mundri East
After 10 months without access, humanitarian partners travelled to Lakamadi, Lozoh and 
Kediba in Mundri East County from 12 to 16 April to assess the situation and respond.

Incidents of insecurity and fighting between armed actors between May 2015 and March 
2016 disrupted the lives and livelihoods of tens of thousands of people and displaced 
several thousand.  Many people are afraid to return to their homes due to insecurity.

Kediba in Mundri East County, hosts an estimated 4,700 IDPs from surrounding areas. 
In Lakamadi, nearly 6,000 people displaced from surrounding areas are living with host 
communities. Lozoh hosts an estimated 3,100 people, many of whom fled from Mundri 
Town, Lanyi and Kediba.

Communities in each of the locations highlighted the need for food, seeds, agricultural 
tools, healthcare, education and shelter. During fighting in Lozoh in mid-February all 
crops were burnt in the surrounding area, according to community members, and houses 
were damaged. In all three locations, people reported a decrease in food consumption.

Health facilities in the areas visited by the assessment team lacked essential drugs and 
medicines. In Lozoh, the health centre had been damaged and looted. Local authorities 
report that at least 22 people have died in Lozoh due to lack of essential medicines since 
October 2015. Lack of access to clean water was a major issue in all three locations, with 
many communities using untreated water from streams.

In Lakamadi and Kediba, schools were open. However, many reported lack of supplies 
such as textbooks and chalk. In Lozoh, the school has not been operational since May 
2015. Across the three 
locations, about 500 
children were reported 
to have been separated 
or orphaned during the 
fighting.

During the mission, emer-
gency health kits were 
delivered in the three 
locations, and aid workers 
distributed buckets and 
water purification tablets 
to about 300 households 
in each location. Distribu-
tion of agricultural seeds 
to 1,000 households and 
fishing tools to 2,700 
households in Mundri 
East and West counties is 
also underway.  
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Measles vaccination in Bentiu PoC site. Photo: IOM

People in Mundri East received non-food items in addition to other 
assistance. Photo: LCED. 
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Response underway to measles outbreaks in 
11 counties 

Health partners are respond-
ing to a countrywide increase 
in measles cases, with 11 
counties reporting confirmed 
outbreaks since the begin-
ning of 2016. At least 832 
suspected measles cases 
have been reported since 
January, of which 76 measles 
cases have been confirmed. 

In April 2016, new measles 
outbreaks were confirmed 
in Malakal Protection of 
Civilians (PoC) site, and 
Yirol West and Aweil North 
counties. These outbreaks 
come in addition to already 
reported outbreaks in Juba 

(Mangatain and UN House PoC site), Aweil West, Mayendit, Mayom, Leer, Rubkona, Twic 
and Abyei. This is a sharp increase compared to the same period in 2015, when only one 
county - Rubkona – had reported measles cases.

Health partners have conducted vaccination campaigns and reached more than 156,400 
children aged six months to 15 years in Abyei, Ajak Kuak, Mayom, Leer /Gandor, Bentiu 
Protection of Civilians (PoC) site, Rubkona, Rubkuai, Aweil Central, Aweil West and Juba 
counties between February and April. 

Plans are also underway for reactive vaccination in Malakal, Yirol West and Aweil North 
and follow  up vaccination for children who were missed is ongoing in counties that have 
already been covered.

“Health partners working in Bentiu PoC managed to vaccinate more than 94 per cent of 
the target population during the measles vaccination campaign,” said Dr. Beldina Gikundi, 
IOM health officer. “We sincerely hope that this will reduce the morbidity and mortality 
from measles in the PoC.”

Measles is among the five main causes of illness in South Sudan. Although measles can 
be prevented by vaccinating children, the conflict in South Sudan has impeded immuni-
zation efforts and the country has low immunization coverage, with 14 counties having 
vaccination rates of less than 5 per cent at the beginning of 2016.

Partners deliver assistance to Mboro 
Following a recent assessment, an inter-agency team has provided assistance to dis-
placed people in Mboro in Western Bahr el Ghazal. 

During the assistance mission, which took place on 21 April, about 7,000 people were 
reached with nearly 19 metric tons of cereal, 3.2 metric tons of pulses, salt and cooking 
oil, plastic sheets, sleeping mats, buckets, mosquito nets, dignity kits, blankets and cook-
ing sets. The majority of those assisted were women and children who came out from 
hiding places in surrounding bushes to receive the vital supplies. 

A vaccination campaign was also undertaken during the mission, during which about 
2,000 children were vaccinated against polio, 1,800 children were immunized against 
measles, nearly 5,000 people received meningitis vaccination and 4,000 women were 
vaccinated against tetanus. Some 1,800 children also received vitamin A supplements.

More than 156,000 
children aged six 
months to 15 years 
have been vaccinated 
against measles in 
eight counties.

7,000 people in 
Mboro have received 
food and non-food 
assistance.

Measles Vaccination Coverage in 2015

Immunization coverage 
in South Sudan 
remains low, with 14 
counties having rates 
of less than 5 per cent  
in early 2016.

www.unocha.org/south
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Only 8 per cent of the 
required funding has 
been received for the 
refugee response.

Sharp increase in South Sudanese refugees 
The number of South 
Sudanese refugees in 
neighbouring countries has 
increased by more than 
100,000 since the beginning 
of 2016, with the majority 
arriving in Sudan. 

Since January 2016, more 
than 54,000 people, mainly 
from Northern Bahr el Ghazal, 
have fled from South Sudan 
to neighbouring Sudan, 
while about 28,000 South 
Sudanese – 86 per cent of 
them women and children 
– have sought refuge in 
Uganda. During the same 
period, some 12,000 people 
have crossed into the north-

eastern province of Haut-Uélé in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), mostly 
from Western Equatoria, while the conflict in Western Equatoria also forced more than 
10,400 people from Source Yubu and Ezo to seek asylum in the Central African Republic 
(CAR). In north-eastern Kenya, the number of new arrivals from South Sudan has 
risen from an average of 100 people a month at the start of 2016 to 350 people a week 
over the past two months. This includes some 4,185 South Sudanese refugees who 
have arrived at Kakuma camp this year, the majority of whom are children and women. 
According to the new arrivals, they fled due to insecurity, food insecurity and high cost of 
living.

In Sudan, the new arrivals have taken refuge in camps in East and South Darfur and 
West Kordofan. In the DRC, local communities have been welcoming to the refugees, 
but capacities are stretched, and thousands of the more recent arrivals have settled in 
precarious conditions. In CAR, South Sudanese refugees are sheltering in the town of 
Bambouti, located in a hard-to-reach area in the eastern part of the country. Humanitarian 
partners have assisted the refugees with food, medicines and emergency relief items, 
including blankets, kitchen sets and mosquito nets.

In total, more than 700,000 South Sudanese have fled to neighbouring countries since 
December 2013. Yet, the refugee response remains direly under-funded. 

“With the Regional Refugee Response Plan funded at just eight per cent, many life-
saving services are threatened and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, is extremely 
concerned,” spokesperson Ariane Rummery recently told a news briefing in Geneva.

Read more: http://www.unhcr.org/571634ac9.html

Partners ramp-up cholera preparedness ahead 
of rainy season
Health partners have stepped up efforts to prevent cholera outbreaks during the upcom-
ing rainy season by prepositioning supplies across the country to enable quick diagnosis 
and treatment. 

About 76,000 doses of oral cholera vaccines have been secured to conduct preventive 
vaccination campaigns in Wau Shiluk and Melut in Upper Nile and the national cholera 
preparedness plan and guidelines have been updated to guide activities. 

Refresher training for health care workers on cholera surveillance, diagnosis and case 
management is underway in high-risk counties, including Juba, Kajo-keji, Yei, Torit, Ka-

More than 76,000 
doses of oral cholera 
vaccine have been 
secured for Melut and 
Wau Shilluk. 

Since January 2016, 
more than 100,000 
South Sudanese have 
fled to neighbouring 
countries.

South Sudanese refugees in the region

www.unocha.org/south
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For further information, please contact:  
Guiomar Pau Sole, Public Information Officer, pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo, Reporting Officer, moyo1@un.org 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

A cholera hotline 
number - 1144 - has 
been activated for the 
public to raise alerts 
and make enquiries. 

poeta and Bor, which 
were worst affected in 
2014 and 2015. So far, 
80 health care work-
ers have been trained, 
while another 240 are 
targeted for training 
in various locations to 
ensure swift deploy-
ment in the event of an 
outbreak. 

Three sentinel surveil-
lance sites at Juba 
Teaching Hospital, 
Al Sabah Children’s 
Hospital, and Juba 
Protection of Civilians 
site clinic have been identified and are being supported to detect, diagnose and manage 
suspected cholera cases, while capacity at the main isolation facility in Juba has been 
improved. Additional clinics will be designated in the coming weeks and designated oral 
rehydration points are being assessed and improved to effectively detect and manage 
suspected cholera cases.

A hotline for the public to report suspected cases has been activated and publicized 
(1144), while awareness-raising messages are being disseminated through various me-
dia.  

Cholera is endemic in South Sudan but was contained successfully from 2010 to 2013. 
Following the outbreak of conflict in December 2013, cholera outbreaks were reported in 
2014 - 6,421 cases and 167 deaths; case fatality rate of 2.6 per cent – and  2015 - 1,818 
cases and 47 deaths; case fatality rate of 2.58 per cent. Major cholera outbreaks were 
also reported in 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009.

UN strongly condemns attack on Bentiu com-
pound 
The United Nations has strongly condemned an attack that took place on 25 April against 
the compound of the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) in Bentiu, where 
a rocket propelled grenade landed inside the perimeter of the compound and partly dam-
aged one of the humanitarian hub accommodation containers. 

Fortunately, aid workers were not in the area during the incident. However, a resident 
of the PoC was reportedly hit by a stray bullet during the incident, and two people were 
injured outside of the PoC.

Initial investigations indicate that the projectile, along with earlier small arms fire, was 
directly targeted at the UNMISS compound, where humanitarian partners also reside. The 
location of the UNMISS compound is well known and there were no known armed forces 
in the vicinity of the base at the time of the attack.

The United Nations called on all parties to respect the sanctity of UN and humanitar-
ian staff, equipment and installations, including the Protection of Civilians sites and their 
residents.

Read more: http://bit.ly/1T3UxDB

A child receives the oral cholera vaccine during the campaign in 2015. Photo: WHO.

The UN has called on 
all parties to respect 
the sanctity of UN 
and humanitarian 
staff, equipment and 
installations. 
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