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Briefing Note Update – 26 April 2016 

ECUADOR 
Earthquake    

Epicentre: Close to Muisne    Magnitude: 7.8 

 
   

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

 X    
 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

 

Crisis overview 

The death toll from the 16 April earthquake stands at 655 and is expected to rise, as 

around 48 people are still unaccounted for (Government 24/04/2016). Around 350,000 people 

are currently in need of assistance (UN OCHA 23/04/2016). 

 

Casualty figures per province, 24 April 2016* 

Province People displaced People killed Buildings destroyed 

    

Manabi 
 

24,117 
 

643 
 

705 

Santo Domingo de 
los Tsachilas 

885 5 384 

Guayas – 5 – 

Los Rios 240 – – 

Esmeraldas 3,543 28 420 

Santa Elena 30  - 

Total 29,067 655 1,125 

Source: Government 24/04/2016; ECHO 22/04/2016 

* Casualty figures are given for the six provinces with a state of emergency, and make up the 

majority of the total reported casualty numbers. Shelter numbers are from 22/04/2016. 

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

350,000 people are estimated to be in need of humanitarian 

assistance at 23 April. The number has fallen from an estimated 

720,000 people three days earlier. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 WASH: Lack of clean water, latrines, and waste 

management. 

 Shelter and NFIs: 29,000 people in need of emergency 

shelter. 18,200 people are located in temporary sites. NFIs 

such as tarpaulins still needed. 

 Health: Trauma care for the injured, mental healthcare, and 

psychosocial support. Due to water shortages and lack of 

adequate sanitation, the risk of vector- and waterborne 

epidemics has increased. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Damage to transport infrastructure such as roads and bridges 

limits access to some areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limitations  

The full extent of the damage caused by the earthquake is still being assessed.  

Information on living conditions in temporary sites is limited.  

https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-earthquake-situation-report-no-06-through-23-april-2016
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECDM_20160422_Ecuador_EQ.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis impact 

A 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck off the coast of Ecuador at 18:58 local time on 16 

April. As of 24 April, the death toll stands at 655, while 48 people are still missing 

(Government 24/04/2016). No live rescues have been made since 18 April (OCHA 23/04/2016).  

Over 17,600 people have sought medical attention, including 4,600 injured (Government 

24/04/2016). Around 29,000 people have been displaced (Government 24/04/2016). The number 

of people in need of assistance stands at 320,000 as of 23 April (OCHA 23/04/2016).  

Losses are estimated at USD 3 billion (OCHA 23/04/2016).  

Manabí and Esmeraldas provinces appear to be the most affected (Pacific Disaster Center 

17/04/2016; El Comercio 21/04/2016). The Government has declared a state of emergency in 

six provinces: Guayas, Manabí, Santo Domingo, Los Rios, Esmeraldas, and Santa Elena 

(Humanity Road 17/04/2016). Some of the most affected towns include Pedernales, 

Portoviejo, and Manta in Manabí province, and Muisne in Esmeraldas province (Guardian 

17/04/2016; OCHA 23/04/2016).  Pedernales canton has been declared a disaster zone (UNV 

20/04/2016). 

WASH: Potable water systems in most parts of the affected areas are operating at 

normal capacity. However, in Manabí, the potable water systems are at 70% capacity in 

Manta, Montecristi, Jaramijo, and Rocafuerte cantons due to damage and lack of 

electricity. In Puerto Lopez and Jipijapa, also in Manabí, plants are only operating at 50% 

and Pedernales, Flavio Alfaro, and Jama plants are at 30–40%. In addition, damage 

means that in some affected areas only 30% of people can be supplied with water 

(Government 24/04/2016). Next to damaged pipes, lack of electricity and water trucks also 

contribute to reduced water supply (OCHA 21/04/2016).  

Drinking water is needed for the displaced (Government 20/04/2016).   

Cantons are in need of waste management, and in urgent need of latrines (OCHA 

23/04/2016; Government 24/04/2016). Removal of debris and debris management is still 

ongoing (OCHA 23/04/2016). Toxic waste is reportedly among the debris of health centres 

and hospitals (Huffington Post 25/04/2016). 

The accumulation of waste water can increase the risk of vector-borne diseases.  

Shelter and NFIs: As of 22 April, 1,125 buildings have been destroyed (ECHO 22/04/2016). As 

of 24 April, around 29,000 people are based in 39 government shelters and 64 temporary 

sites:  around 10,850 in the government shelters and 18,200 in temporary sites (Caritas 

21/04/2016; Pacific Disaster Center 20/04/2016; Government 24/04/2016). Temporary sites include 

parks, fire stations, schools, and open air spaces (OCHA 23/04/2016).  Approximately 35% of 

shelters have been damaged or destroyed in Manabí, where over 15,000 people are 

sheltering in temporary sites (OCHA 23/04/2016; Government 24/04/2016). Sheltering in the 

outdoors also exposes people to mosquito bites, and potential mosquito-borne diseases 

(IRIN 23/04/2016). There is a continued need for temporary shelter solutions (OHCA 

23/04/2016). 

NFI needs include toothpaste, soap, detergent, matches, shampoo, toothbrushes, 

diapers, and sanitary items (El Comercio 24/04/2016). Tarpaulins are also needed (OCHA 

21/04/2016). 

Health: Trauma care is needed for the injured. There is a risk of vector- and waterborne 

disease outbreaks due to a lack of drinkable water, accumulation of waste water, and the 

exposure of corpses (El Comercio 21/04/2016; Government 23/04/2016). Hospital del Instituto 

Ecuatoriano de Seguridad Social (IESS) in Manta, Manabí, has collapsed; a further 23 

health establishments in Manabí and Esmeraldas have been damaged (OCHA 23/04/2016). 

The laboratories in Portoviejo, Manta, and Bahia de Caraquez are not operational (PAHO 

24/04/2016; Government 24/04/2016). At least 500 wheelchairs and crutches are required 

(OCHA 23/04/2016). Psychosocial support is needed (ALNAP 2008; OCHA 23/04/2016). Concerns 

for mental health of those affected, especially people staying in shelters, have been 

raised (PAHO 24/04/2016). There is no current need for more medicines and medical teams 
(OCHA 23/04/2016; OCHA 21/04/2016). 

Food security and livelihoods: Populations in the most affected areas are in need of food 

as access to markets is limited and some are closed (IFRC 17/04/2016, FAO 23/04/2016). Shops 

in the most affected areas are closed, leading to high prices in food and water (OCHA 

23/04/2016). 

Harvests of key crops (banana, coffee, cocoa, rice) are not expected to have suffered 

severe damage. 259 poultry and pig farms are lacking electricity and water in some of 

the most affected areas in Manabí and Esmeraldas, increasing the risk of loss of 

livestock.  

Shrimp farms were affected; fishermen need basic inputs to restore their activities (FAO 

23/04/2016). 

Protection:  About 160 children have been separated from their families (OCHA 23/04/2016). 

There have been reports of rape in shelters (Huffington Post 25/04/2016). Looting has been 

reported in Pedernales and other cities and there is concern for the safety of people 

sleeping in the open (RT 18/04/2016).  

Education: There is a need for educational activities (OCHA 23/04/2016). 29 schools have 

been destroyed and 122 require major repair (UNICEF 22/04/2016). Four universities report 

damage (OCHA 21/04/2016). Educational activities have been suspended in Manabi, 

Esmeraldas, Guayas, Santo Domingo, Santa Elena and Los Rios (El Comercio 18/04/2016; 

OCHA 21/04/2016).  

 

 

 

https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-earthquake-situation-report-no-06-through-23-april-2016
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-earthquake-situation-report-no-06-through-23-april-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-earthquake-situation-report-no-06-through-23-april-2016
http://reliefweb.int/map/ecuador/78-earthquake-27km-sse-muisne-ecuador-16-april-2016-2358-utc-total-deaths-province-17
http://reliefweb.int/map/ecuador/78-earthquake-27km-sse-muisne-ecuador-16-april-2016-2358-utc-total-deaths-province-17
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/gobierno-anuncia-5-medidas-econ-micas-por-el-terremoto
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/humanity-road-ecuador-earthquake-sitrep-no-1
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/17/ecuador-earthquake-230-killed-magnitude-seven-point-eight
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/apr/17/ecuador-earthquake-230-killed-magnitude-seven-point-eight
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/un-volunteers-assist-relief-efforts-ecuador
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/un-volunteers-assist-relief-efforts-ecuador
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ecuador%20Flash%20Appeal.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC-Mapa_disponibilidad_de_Agua-SNGR-20160423.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://www.huffingtonpost.es/2016/04/25/terremoto-ecuador_n_9771282.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECDM_20160422_Ecuador_EQ.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/c-ritas-ecuador-moviliza-ayuda-de-emergencia-para-los-damnificados-del-terremoto
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/c-ritas-ecuador-moviliza-ayuda-de-emergencia-para-los-damnificados-del-terremoto
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PDC_ECU_M7_8_Shelter_pop_20APR16.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdfC:/Users/user/Downloads/alnaplessonsearthquakes%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/send-us-food-not-volunteers-says-quake-hit-ecuador
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/bicentenario-falta-aceite.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ecuador%20Flash%20Appeal.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ecuador%20Flash%20Appeal.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/en-las-zonas-m-s-afectadas-hay-focos-de-insalubridad
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ministerio-de-salud-mantiene-equipos-de-vigilancia-epidemiol-gica-constante-en-las
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAHOsituationReport7.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAHOsituationReport7.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdfC:/Users/user/Downloads/alnaplessonsearthquakes%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PAHOsituationReport7.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-earthquake-situation-report-no-06-through-23-april-2016
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48407_ron3b3.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/americas/ecuador/ecuador-red-cross-responds-to-deadly-earthquake-72129/#sthash.UBJtL68y.dpuf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/terremoto-en-ecuador-informe-de-situaci-n-1-23-de-abril-de-2016
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/terremoto-en-ecuador-informe-de-situaci-n-1-23-de-abril-de-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/terremoto-en-ecuador-informe-de-situaci-n-1-23-de-abril-de-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-earthquake-situation-report-no-06-through-23-april-2016
http://www.huffingtonpost.es/2016/04/25/terremoto-ecuador_n_9771282.html
https://www.rt.com/news/339972-ecuador-rescue-children-earthquake/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdfC:/Users/user/Downloads/alnaplessonsearthquakes%20(2).pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ecuador%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20%20%232%20-%2022%20April%202016%20%281%29.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ecuador%20Flash%20Appeal.pdf
http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/ecuador-provincias-tareas-rescate-sismo.html
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48407_ron3b3.pdf
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Transportation  

Roads: As of 25 April, most roads have reopened. The Chillanes-Bucay road in Bolívar 

remained closed as of 25 April (Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). The Portoviejo–Papaguayo and 

Portoviejo–Crucita–Mejía bridges have collapsed (Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). The Santo 

Domingo–La Concordia–Puerto Nuevo–Pedernales road is limitedly accessible 

between 12:00 and 17:00 (Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). 

In Cotopaxi province, the road to Guangomalag is partially accessible, as are roads north, 

south, and west of the capital Cotopaxi (Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). 

As of 25 April there are still landslide warnings in Zamora Chinchipe province (Logistics 

Cluster 25/04/2016). 

The overpass on the Avenue of the Americas in Guayaquil, Guayas province, has 

collapsed (El Comercio 18/04/2016; El Comercio 26/04/2016).  

Heavy rainfall due to El Niño has already affected infrastructure since January 2016. At 

least five roads were partially inaccessible due to flooding in Esmeraldas, including the 

Esmeraldas–Muisne road, at the epicentre of the quake. Five roads in Santo Domingo, 

Guayas, and Manabí were already difficult to access (Etapa Invernal 14/04/2016). 

Air transport: Eloy Alfaro International Airport in Manta, Manabi province is only 

accessible for humanitarian aid flights; the control tower and a terminal have collapsed 

(Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). Commercial flights are expected to recommence soon (Ministerio 

de Transporte y Obras Publicas 25/04/2016). General Ulpiano Paez Airport in Santa Elena, and 

Carlos Concha Torres International Airport in Esmeraldas have been damaged (Reuters/AP 

17/04/2016; Humanity Road 17/04/2016; Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). 

Shipping: Manta port in Manabí is partially operational (Logistics Cluster 25/04/2016). 

 

Electricity supply 

Damage to the electrical grid has left cantons in Manabí without electricity. According to 

the most recent government updates, electricity is either at full capacity or nearly 

restored in most of Manabí’s cantons, except for Sucre (75%), San Isidro (68%), 

Pedernales (38%), and Jama (30%) (Government 24/04/2016). When electrical services are re-

established, water supply can improve (OCHA 23/04/2016). 

 

Communications 

Mobile networks have been restored to full or nearly complete capacity. Network 

coverage remains lower in Manabí’s cantons of Sucre (79%), Rocafuerte (71%), Flavio 

Alfaro (69%), Jama (60%), and San Isidro (50%) (Government 24/04/2016). Mobile provider 

CNT has three stations out of service, CLEAR has 32 stations out of service and 

MOVISTAR has 24 stations out of service (Government 24/04/2016). 

Vulnerable groups affected 

Around 270 disabled people are located in shelters. A lack of wheelchairs and other 

medical equipment limits their movement (El Comercio 26/04/2016). 

 

Humanitarian and operational constraints 

Damaged roads (see transportation section above) hinder humanitarian access, 

particularly in the remote rural areas closest to the epicentre.  

Logistical support is needed, particularly for storage management and transport 

coordination (OCHA 21/04/2016). 

 

Aggravating factors 

Date/Time – Weather/Altitude 

The quake happened on a Saturday evening. Many people were in their homes, and some 

of those who were displaced had to sleep outside in the rain (AFP 17/04/2016; Reuters 

18/04/2016).  

Rainy season and El Niño: The coastal region of Ecuador is currently experiencing the 

annual rainy season (December–May), which has been exacerbated by El Niño (Andes 

24/03/2016). In total, flooding has affected 25,535 people and destroyed 140 houses since 

January (ECHO 14/04/2016). Flooding and landslide risks are high until June.  

The state of highways has deteriorated, especially in mountainous areas (WDSU 

17/04/2016). Rainfall was heavy in March, especially in coastal areas, and 9,000 people 

were reportedly affected by rains, floods, and landslides (OCHA 04/04/2016).  

In Manabí, flooding was reported in at least seven cantons on 13 April, leaving people in 

need of water (Government 13/04/2016). Food security and livelihoods have been affected. 

Cocoa and banana crops have been destroyed (Redhum 01/04/2016).  

 

Zika 

While Ecuador has not registered high numbers of Zika cases (140 as of 21 April), the 

virus was found in Portoviejo and Guayaquil in February this year (El Comercio 25/02/2016; 

PAHO 21/04/2016).  

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/ecuador-provincias-tareas-rescate-sismo.html
http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/duran-viasalternas-transito-terremoto.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ec-Informe_Sit%2070.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
https://twitter.com/obraspublicasec
https://twitter.com/obraspublicasec
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/strong-78-quake-off-ecuador-considerable-damage-reported/article8485680.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/strong-78-quake-off-ecuador-considerable-damage-reported/article8485680.ece
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/humanity-road-ecuador-earthquake-sitrep-no-1
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ecu_op_accessconstraints2_alt_a3p_20160425.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/ecuador-personas-discapacidad-damnificadas-terremoto.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ecuador%20Flash%20Appeal.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/rescuers-dig-victims-after-ecuador-quake-kills-235
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ecuador-quake-idUSKCN0XE009
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ecuador-quake-idUSKCN0XE009
http://www.andes.info.ec/es/noticias/disminuye-incidencia-fenomeno-nino-segun-estudio-comite-erfen-ecuador.html
http://www.andes.info.ec/es/noticias/disminuye-incidencia-fenomeno-nino-segun-estudio-comite-erfen-ecuador.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/ecuador-floodsrainy-season-echo-ecuador-risk-management-secretariat-redhum-media-echo
http://www.wdsu.com/national/powerful-earthquake-hits-ecuador-at-least-41-killed/39069374
http://www.wdsu.com/national/powerful-earthquake-hits-ecuador-at-least-41-killed/39069374
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/LAC-Report-Weekly_Note_On_Emergencies-ROLAC-201600404_ENG-20160404-MR-17998.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/instituciones-del-sndgr-atienden-afectaciones-en-manab
http://www.redhum.org/noticia_detail/lluvias-afectan-a-varios-sectores-de-manabi-y-chimborazo-57505
http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/casos-zika-ecuador-aedes-enfermedad.html
http://ais.paho.org/phip/viz/ed_zika_cases.asp
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Risk of related disasters 

As of 24 April, around 850 aftershocks have been recorded: six aftershocks were higher 

than 6.0 magnitude (Government 24/04/2016; OCHA 23/04/2016). Aftershocks can continue for 

weeks (El Comercio 18/04/2016; USGS 2016). Landslides were reported in the northwest, at least 

two in Pedernales and one in Portoviejo on 17–18 April (BBC 18/04/2016; 17/04/2016; CNBC 

18/04/2016).  

 

Population density 

Ecuador has one of the highest population densities in South America. Major cities 

affected by the quake are Portoviejo, Pedernales, and Manta (OCHA 23/04/2016; Censal 

Cansonal 2010). See Table on page 6. 

 

Type of housing 

The population in western Ecuador resides mostly in non-earthquake resistant housing. 

Predominant vulnerable building types are of unreinforced brick masonry and mud wall 

construction (USGS 17/04/2016). Informal construction accounts for 70% of all buildings in 

Ecuador (El Comercio 23/04/2016). 

 

Political stability and security 

Protests against the government were organised in 2015 after President Correa 

announced to seek to remove presidential term limits, so that he would be eligible to run 

for president in 2017. Decreasing oil prices and reductions in public spending are also 

contributing to popular discontent (STRATFOR 09/12/2015; 08/12/2015). 

 

Poor economic growth 

Ecuador is suffering from low oil prices – oil makes up around 40% of export revenues – 

and economic growth for 2016 is projected to be near zero (CNBC 18/04/2016; STRATFOR 

09/12/2015). Oil exports fell by 30% in 2015, and are expected to be low throughout 2016 
(STRATFOR 08/01/2016).  

 

 

 

Key characteristics of Ecuador 

See table at end of document for details per province.  

Demographic profile: 63.7% of the total population is urban (CIA Factbook 2016). 

Total population of Ecuador: 16,272,968 

0-14 years: 27.99% (male 2,265,935/female 2,175,864) 

15-24 years: 18.56% (male 1,494,206/female 1,451,152) 

25-54 years: 39.16% (male 3,027,989/female 3,185,924) 

55-64 years: 7.23% (male 563,259/female 584,730) 

65 years and over: 7.05% (male 533,796/female 585,541)  

Nutrition: 402,000 children (25%) are chronically malnourished and 37,000 acutely 

malnourished (FPRI 2015). In northern border areas, prevalence of chronic malnutrition can 

reach 35% (USAID 14/07/2015; WFP 31/12/2015). 

Health: infant mortality rate 2011–2015: 18/1,000 live births (World Bank 2015); under-five 

mortality rate 2011–2015: 22/1,000 live births (World Bank 2015); maternal mortality 2011–

2015: 64/100,000 live births (World Bank 2015). 

WASH: 86.9% of the population has access to improved sources of drinking water, and 

84.7% has access to toilet facilities (CIA Factbook 2016). 

Literacy: 94.5% (male 95.4%, female 93.5%) (CIA Factbook 2016). 

 

Response capacity 

Local and national response capacity 

The government has declared a state of disaster and requested international assistance. 

As of 24 April, the government has deployed over 10,000 soldiers, around 9,000 police, 

and 200 firefighters. Moreover, around 39,000 volunteers have come to help (Government 

24/04/2016). The government has dispatched 292 medical personnel to the affected 

provinces (Government 24/04/2016). In Manabí, five mobile hospitals and 111 health units are 

operating as of 24 April (Government 24/04/2016). 

The Ecuador Red Cross is active (IFRC 17/04/2016). Caritas Ecuador has sent an aid convoy 
(Caritas 21/04/2016). 

To cope with recovery and bearing the costs for damages, the President has issued a 

decree temporarily increasing taxes for every Ecuadorian who earns more than 1,000 

USD a month. Millionaires will have to pay a personal wealth tax (NY Times 23/04/2016).  

 

https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Diarioelcomercio/?fref=ts
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/megaqk_facts_fantasy.php
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-36067380
http://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2016/04/160417_ecuador_terremoto_preparacion_il
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/04/17/ecuador-struck-by-largest-earthquake-in-decades-dozens-killed.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/04/17/ecuador-struck-by-largest-earthquake-in-decades-dozens-killed.html
http://www.inec.gob.ec/cpv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232&Itemid=128&lang=es
http://www.inec.gob.ec/cpv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232&Itemid=128&lang=es
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/earthquakes/eventpage/us20005j32#pager
http://www.elcomercio.com/tendencias/malaconstruccion-agravante-sismo-ecuador-pedernales.html
https://www.stratfor.com/image/ecuador-changes-term-limits-will-not-fix-economic-woes
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/ecuadors-current-president-will-not-be-its-next
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/04/17/ecuador-struck-by-largest-earthquake-in-decades-dozens-killed.html
https://www.stratfor.com/image/ecuador-changes-term-limits-will-not-fix-economic-woes
https://www.stratfor.com/image/ecuador-changes-term-limits-will-not-fix-economic-woes
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/who-wins-and-who-loses-world-cheap-oil
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ec.html
http://www.ifpri.org/publication/2015-nutrition-country-profile-ecuador
https://www.usaid.gov/ecuador/food-assistance
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Ecuador%20Country%20Brief%20Q4%202015%20_rev%20by%20HQ.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.DYN.MORT
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.MMRT
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ec.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/ec.html
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/americas/ecuador/ecuador-red-cross-responds-to-deadly-earthquake-72129/#sthash.UBJtL68y.dpuf
http://reliefweb.int/report/ecuador/c-ritas-ecuador-moviliza-ayuda-de-emergencia-para-los-damnificados-del-terremoto
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/24/world/americas/earthquake-jolts-ecuador-into-enacting-long-avoided-fiscal-changes.html?_r=0


       ACAPS Briefing Note: Earthquake in Ecuador Update 

 

5 
 

 

International response capacity 

14 countries have sent around 900 personnel to Ecuador (Government 24/04/2016). More 

than 100 international organisations, local and international NGOs, UN agencies, and the 

ICRC are responding (OCHA 23/04/2016).  

 

Information gaps and needs 

 Information on temporary shelters – location and type of shelter – is lacking.  

 Updates on the number of people and their living conditions would allow for more 

targeted aid. 

 

Lessons learned 

 Ecuador has suffered seven earthquakes of magnitude 7.0 or higher since 1900 (AFP 

17/04/2016; USGS 17/04/2016). Ecuador has made some efforts to update building 

codes, however they continue to fall short of contemporary standards (Global 

Earthquake Model 2012/09/12). 

 After an earthquake, protection risks in areas with pre-existing issues of human 

trafficking and SGBV may increase. SGBV cases have been reported in Esmeraldas 

prior to the earthquake (UNICEF 22/04/2016). 

 The 2005 Pakistan earthquake revealed that debris required urgent temporary 

storage. Site selection and separation of waste needs to be addressed at the earliest 

possible stage (UNEP/OCHA 02/2006). 

 Focus on vulnerable groups needs to be a priority (ALNAP 2008). 

 Communication between national and local authorities and humanitarian agencies 

is vital to ensure assistance (ERRA-UN 2007). 

 Reconstruction efforts after the 2005 Pakistan earthquake benefited from 

humanitarian agencies shifting focus from building houses to supporting 

beneficiaries to rebuild their own homes in a safer way (ERRA-UN 2007).   

https://vosocc.unocha.org/GetFile.aspx?file=att48752_pu8m3t.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EC%20Earthquake_OCHA_SitRep_6%20eng.pdf
http://www.globalquakemodel.org/gem/mission/stories/tools/building-safer-ecuador/
http://www.globalquakemodel.org/gem/mission/stories/tools/building-safer-ecuador/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Ecuador%20Humanitarian%20Situation%20Report%20%20%232%20-%2022%20April%202016%20%281%29.pdf
http://postconflict.unep.ch/humanitarianaction/documents/01_01-07.pdf
file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/alnaplessonsearthquakes%20(2).pdf
file:///C:/Users/Jane/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1ACQHIPM/shelter,%20communication,%20and%20the%20provision%20of%20continued%20support.%20The%20e
file:///C:/Users/Jane/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/1ACQHIPM/shelter,%20communication,%20and%20the%20provision%20of%20continued%20support.%20The%20e
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Key characteristics of host population and area 

Key indicators per province 

 
 Manabí  Esmeraldas Los Rios   Santo Domingo de 

los Tsáchilas 

Guayas Santa Elena 

Total population 

 

1,369,780 
 

534,092 
 

778,115 
 

368,013 
 

3,645,483 
 

308,693 
 

Population density 72/km² 33/km² 108/km² 107/km² 236/km² 84/km² 

State capital Portoviejo Esmeraldas Valdivia Santo Domingo Guayaquil Santa Elena 

 

 

Key indicators per parroquia* 

 

 Pedernales Portoviejo   Manta Muisne 

Total population 

 

33,640 223,086 
 

221,122 
 

8,880 

Population in urban 

areas 

65% 93% 98% 67% 

     

Population density 44/km² 534/km² 1,046/km² 50/km² 

*Ecuador is divided into provinces, cantons, and parroquias (parishes). 

Source: Government Census 2010 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.inec.gob.ec/cpv/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=232&Itemid=128&lang=es
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Map: People affected and building damage per canton 

Source: MapAction 22/04/2016 
Green: Estimated affected population canton 
Yellow: Destroyed and damaged buildings per canton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Mapa-Edificaciones_reportadas_danadas-MapAction-20160425-CV-18191%20%281%29.pdf

