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HIGHLIGHTS
•	 52 aid workers killed since 

December 2013. 

•	 Humanitarians reached 
Mboro after numerous 
attempts and delivered 
nutrition and medical 
supplies.

•	 Humanitarian organizations 
suffered about $1 million in 
losses due to looting and 
destruction of compounds 
and	assets	during	fighting	in	
Pibor.

•	 Humanitarians are working to 
rebuild Malakal PoC following 
February	fighting	and	fires.

FIGURES
No. of 
Internally 
Displaced 
Persons

1.69 million

No. of 
refugees in 
neighboring 
countries
(post 15 Dec 2013)

706,594

No. of  se-
verely food 
insecure 
people from 
Jan - Mar 
2016

2.8 million

FUNDING

$222 million
funding received in 2016

17% 
of appeal funding received 
in 2016

$1.29 billion
requirements for South 
Sudan 2016 Humanitarian 
Response Plan 

Two demining staff killed in Yei
Two national Danish Demining Group (DDG) staff members were killed on 12 April 2016 
in South Sudan. The staff members were part of an Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
team that was travelling in the early morning from their base in Yei to their work location 
when they were ambushed. 

“Our thoughts are with the family members and colleagues in South Sudan. On behalf of 
the Danish Refugee Council and the Danish Demining Group, I would like to express my 
deepest sympathy to the families of our fallen colleagues, and to the entire South Sudan 
team,” said DDG Head Tammy Hall.

This tragic incident brings the number of humanitarian workers killed in South Sudan 
since	the	conflict	began	to	at	least	52.

Mine Action as Humanitarian Action
On 4 April, South Sudan joined the rest of the world in marking the International Day for 
Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action under the theme: “Mine Action is Humani-
tarian Action.”

South Sudan is one of the countries in the world most heavily affected by landmines and 
explosive remnants of war (ERW). Nearly eight million people in South Sudan live in 
counties where the presence of ERW threatens their safety. Each year, dozens of people 
are maimed and killed in accidents, communities are prevented from receiving humanitar-
ian aid, and development is stalled because of the threat of mines and ERW. The socio-
economic cost of interrupted agricultural production, food insecurity, halted commerce 
and lack of freedom of movement is incalculable.

Mine Action is a critical component of humanitarian response and enables the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance 
and protection in South 
Sudan. In the last twelve 
months, more than half 
a million people have re-
ceived risk education; 14 
million square meters of 
contaminated land have 
been cleared; 3,000 km 
of road have been made 
safe; and nearly 30,000 
mines, unexploded 
ordnance (UXO) and 
explosive remnants of 
war (ERW) have been 
destroyed. 
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An IDP rebuilts a shelter in Malakal PoC site. Photo: IOM

Landmines/UXOs destroyed in 2015 
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Aid reaches Mboro in Western Bahr el-Ghazal
Humanitarian	partners	finally	reached	
Mboro in Western Bahr el-Ghazal 
on 7 April after numerous attempts 
since November 2015. During the 
inter-agency mission, partners deliv-
ered nutrition and medical supplies, 
screened children and pregnant and 
lactating women for malnutrition, and 
undertook a rapid needs assessment. 

Only a few people - mostly women 
and children - were found in Mboro 
when the team arrived. However, 
shortly afterwards, people started 
arriving to meet with the team. People 
reported that they were still living in hiding due to fears of another attack, and retreated 
back into the bush after collecting the supplies. The team observed a number of burnt 
houses and destroyed or damaged community facilities, including schools and health 
centres. Affected people said they had been surviving on wild nuts from the forest.

The community in Mboro is hosting displaced people  from other villages within Bessilia 
payam,	where	fighting	started	in	November	2015	and	escalated	in	December.	In	total,	
partners estimated that about 8,000 people are displaced around Mboro.

Assessments underway in Wau Town and surrounding areas
On	6	April,	partners	commenced	the	verification	of	displaced	people	in	Wau	Town.	Origi-
nal estimates by Relief and Rehabilitation Commission indicated that some 96,000 inter-
nally	displaced	people	(IDPs)	had	fled	from	Bazia,	Bagari,	Besselia	and	Farajala	payams	
and people who got displaced from the west and southern parts of the town.

Partners also conducted an assessment on 11 April to Gette payam, Jur River County, 
where more than 5,000 IDPs are reported to be living in makeshift structures in four 
newly	establish	settlements	after	fleeing	fighting	from	communities	in	the	border	between	
Bessilia and Gette payams in March. Following the assessment, nutrition partners started 
screening and treating children and pregnant and lactating women for malnutrition, and 
health partners have provided essential drugs.

Fighting between armed actors in the southern parts of Wau County from 5 to 7 April re-
portedly	forced	many	people	to	flee	to	the	bushes.	However,	humanitarian	partners	have	
not yet been able to verify the number of people affected as there is no phone reception 
in the area and no partners are present on the ground. 

Response continues in and around Pibor 
Humanitarian partners continue to respond to the needs of people affected by recent 
fighting	in	and	around	Pibor.	However,	their	capacity	has	been	hampered	by	the	wide-
spread	looting	and	destruction	of	humanitarian	compounds	and	assets	during	the	fighting	
in February. Partners estimate that they suffered about US$1 million in losses. On 1 April, 
partners met local authorities and reiterated that violence against humanitarian staff and 
assets is unacceptable. Authorities promised to take steps to get humanitarian assets 
back. 

Out	of	about	2,500	people	who	fled	to	the	former	protected	area	next	to	UNMISS	follow-
ing	the	February	fighting	in	Pibor	town,	only	731		remained	as	of	13	April.	An	estimated	
3,000 displaced people in Gumruk and 10,000 in Vertet area have not returned to Pibor 
due to fears of ongoing insecurity. As a result, partners are scaling up programming, 
including nutrition and education to ensure access to services where civilians feel safe.

Humanitarians reached 
Mboro after numerous 
attempts and delivered 
nutrition and medical 
supplies.

Humanitarian 
organizations suffered 
about $1 million in 
losses due to looting 
and destruction of 
compounds and assets 
during fighting in Pibor 
in February.

Fighting in Wau has 
force thousands of 
people to flee their 
homes. 

On	7	April,	an	aid	worker	interviews	a	health	officer	at	the	damaged	
Mboro health centre. Photo: OCHA.
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Humanitarians 
have provided food, 
mosquito nets, soap 
and nutrition supplies 
to 2,000 IDPs in Malual 
Agoobar.

Some basic health services are being provided in Pibor town and Gurmurk and through 
mobile clinics in Vertet area. Distribution of food under the food for assets programme in 
Vertet, Gumruk, Likuangole and Pibor town has been completed. In Pibor town, WASH 
partners have rehabilitated seven broken boreholes. Currently there are 20 functional 
boreholes and one motorised water system in the town.

Distribution of water, sanitation and hygiene supplies, and basic household items has 
recently taken place in the former protected area in Pibor and plans are underway to do 
a similiar distribution in Pibor town, Gumruk and Vertet. Partners are concerned that the 
road to Vertet will become impassable during the rainy season. 

“Thousands of people are currently living in temporary shelter [in Vertet]. They only have 
dirty, green water from the river to drink, which is a real and immediate health threat,” ex-
plains Liz Lewis, Medical Manager Medair’s Emergency Response Team in South Sudan. 

Read more: Medair’s press release:  Thousands of people left without health care after 
fighting in Pibor  - http://relief.medair.org/en/press-center/press-releases/

Displacement following fighting in Pochalla 

Inter-communal	fighting	in	Pochalla	North	and	South	counties	from	21	to	31	March	reportedly	
killed at least eight civilians and injured 18 others; while houses were destroyed. Humanitarian 
assets, including health and nutrition supplies, were looted. Thousands of people are estimated 
to be displaced in Pochalla South and North and are reported to be in dire need of humanitar-
ian	assistance.	Aid	workers	who	were	relocated	from	Pochalla	due	to	the	fighting	have	started	
to return to assess and respond to the needs of the affected people.

2,000 IDPs arrive in Bor 

About 2,000 displaced people have 
arrived in Malual Agoobar, on the 
outskirts	of	Bor	town,	who	fled	armed	
attacks	in	five	camps	in	Mangala	
Payam in Juba County on 31 March. 
During the attacks 16 people, includ-
ing six children, were reportedly killed. 
About 70 per cent of the displaced 
are children and 23 per cent are 
women. Humanitarian partners have 
completed the distribution of 15-days 
emergency food assistance, mosquito 
nets, soap and nutrition supplies to the 
affected community.

Partners respond to worsening food insecurity 
in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal 
Humanitarian partners are responding in Northern Bahr el-Ghazal (NBeG), where food 
shortages	have	triggered	significant	movement	of	people	to	Sudan	since	January	2016.

An estimated 55,500 South Sudanese have arrived in Sudan since the end of January 
2016 at a rate of almost 1,000 people per day, according to humanitarian partners in 
Sudan. Although most of the arrivals are from NBeG, some have also been recorded from 
Western Bahr el-Ghazal and Warrap. The movement is reportedly mostly driven by food 
insecurity	resulting	from	conflict,	a	failed	agricultural	season,	and	rising	cereal	prices.	In	
NBeG,	the	price	of	maize	and	sorghum	has	tripled,	with	a	50kg	bag	of	maize	flour	now	
costing about US$50 (up from $16 in December 2015), and 2.5kg of sorghum being sold 
at about $3 (up from $1 in December 2015). 

Partners have reached around 29,300 people in Aweil North, Centre and East with food 
assistance since March, including about 14,500 people in Aweil North, 7,400 in Aweil 
Centre, and 7,400 in Aweil East. The Government contributed cereals, which partners 

Displaced people in Malual Agoobar. Photo: UNHCR

Almost 1,000 South 
Sudanese have arrived 
per day in Sudan since 
end of January, due to 
food insecurity.

Partners are scaling up 
services in Vertet and 
Gumruk.
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For further information, please contact:  
Guiomar Pau Sole,	Public	Information	Officer,	pausole@un.org 
Matilda Moyo,	Reporting	Officer,	moyo1@un.org, 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.unocha.org/south-sudan | www.reliefweb.int

This year the cereal 
deficit is 53 per cent 
greater than in 2015 
due to unfavourable 
rains.

supplemented with oil, pulses and salt. Partners are planning to assess the humanitarian 
needs	in	all	five	counties	of	NBeG	in	the	coming	days.

Despite	the	official	closure	of	the	border	between	Sudan	and	South	Sudan	on	29	March	
2016, people continue to move to Sudan. A family of 5 to 10 members reportedly pays 
about $10 to cross the border, while those who cannot afford transport opt to walk 
through harsh and risky terrain. 

Food gap widens across the country 
A recent crop and food assessment by FAO and WFP has found that reduced crop production 
in	South	Sudan	is	contributing	to	a	cereal	deficit	and	aggravating	the	already	severe	food	
shortages.	The	overall	cereal	deficit	in	the	January-December	2016	marketing	year	is	
estimated	to	be	about	380,000	tons,	over	130,000	tons	(53	per	cent)	more	than	the	deficit	
estimated for 2015. The cereal shortfall is mainly the result of unfavourable rains in parts of 
Greater Bahr el-Ghazal and Greater Equatoria and disruptions to cropping activities caused by 
worsening insecurity. 

Read more: Special Report: FAO/WFP Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission to 
South Sudan - https://shar.es/1j4Bii                             

Damaged sectors of Malakal PoC are being 
rebuilt
Following	the	fighting	in	Malakal	Protection	of	Civilians	site	(PoC)	on	17	and	18	Febru-
ary that destroyed or damaged 3,700 
shelters, aid workers are supporting 
the removal of debris, re-establishing 
services, cleaning drainage canals, 
and reconstructing water points and 
latrines to enable people to return to 
the damaged sectors of the site ahead 
of the rainy season.

IDPs are slowly returning to some 
areas of the PoC and some have 
started reconstructing their shelters. 
More than 700 shelter kits have been 
distributed and plans are underway to 
distribute more. 

Classes have resumed in Sector 1 of the PoC, using two churches as temporary learn-
ing spaces, allowing some of the more than 5,000 children (38 per cent girls) left without 
school	by	the	fighting	to	resume	their	education.	Another	temporary	learning	space	and	
child-friendly space is being set up at the location where the former facility was burnt 
down. Construction and rehabilitation is also underway to re-establish the two health clin-
ics	impacted	by	the	fighting.

WASH partners have repaired and replaced damaged water tanks with new ones and 
installed new water points and pipelines. Safe drinking water continues to be supplied to 
all IDPs in the PoC and UNMISS base, delivering an average of 13.5 litres per person per 
day.  

In	town,	where	about	4,000	people	who	fled	the	PoC	due	to	the	fighting	are	sheltering,	
partners	are	providing	water	and	water	purification	products,	and	reconstructing	sanitation	
facilities. 

Construction of shelters at Malakal PoC. Photo: IOM

Aid workers are re-
establishing services 
that were destroyed or 
damaged in February.


