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The water lifeline 

Access to clean water is a lifeline for every 
Syrian child, woman and man. Yet as the 
conflict enters its sixth year safe drinking 
water availabilty has been reduced to just 
half pre-crisis levels, with many people 
receiving as little as 15 per cent of former 
levels.

Syria’s water crisis is a perfect storm 
created by a combination of factors 
including deliberately shutting off water 
supplies; attacks on water infrastructure; 
a national electricity crisis affecting 
operation of water systems;obstruction 
to water technicians’ access to repair, 
rehabilitate and maintain systems; and 
the financial and economic measures 
imposed on Syria limiting the availability 
of spare parts, goods and equipment. 
Syria’s long running drought conditions 
further exacerbate the conflict-related 
water crisis.

Syria’s water crisis threatens public 
health and increases the risk of disease 
outbreaks, especially among children.

Water as a weapon of war

All parties to the conflict have used water 
as a weapon of war, making children more 
vulnerable to water-borne diseases and 
denying civilians a commodity essential 
to the fundamental right to life.

Tactics include deliberately shutting off 
water sources, denying water workers 
access to maintain, repair, rehabilitate 
and operate facilities and attacking water 
infrastructure. UNICEF has documented 
such tactics in areas including Aleppo, 
Damascus, Rural Damascus, Dar’a 
and Hama.

In 2015, over five million Syrians faced 
potentially life-threatening water 
shortages as a result of these tactics. 
Use of water as a weapon of war is a war 
crime under International Humanitarian 
Law.

50 per cent reduction in availability 
of clean water since the start of the 
conflict, with many people receiving 
only 15 per cent of pre-crisis levels.

4.8 million people living in 
besieged and hard-to-reach areas 
face greater challenges to access 
clean water.

6 million people are displaced 
by the fighting inside Syria: many 
live in overcrowded shelters with 
inadequate water and sanitation 
facilities.



Impact on children

Children bear the brunt of deliberate 
water cuts in Syria. They often work as 
water carriers for their families, especially 
since they are more easily able to pass 
through military checkpoints. This puts 
children at risk of attacks. In 2015 in two 
separate incidences in Aleppo, 11 children 
were killed when collecting water for 
their families.

Children’s education is often interrupted 
as they have to undertake the time- 
consuming and exhausting task of 
collecting water.

When the water supply is cut, sanitation 
services are affected. Over the summer, 
almost half of all children visiting 
health centres in Aleppo had diarrhoea, 
highlighting the increasingly poor sanitary 
conditions.

“We now have water once every four days 
and we manage fine with storage tanks. This 
is a miracle” Mohammed Faraj, head of the municipal 
council of Jdaydet Al-Fadel, Quneitra Governorate. Until 
UNICEF rehabilitated 10 wells in the summer of 2015, people 
in the town had running water only once every 20 days.

UNICEF delivers 

UNICEF leads the Water, Sanitation and 
Hygiene (WASH) Sector inside Syria. 
UNICEF’s WASH programme delivers 
services to people affected by the conflict 
in all governorates, focusing on three 
types of activities. In 2015, UNICEF with 
its partners delivered:

Emergency response including water 
trucking and provision of hygiene kits for 
2.4 million people.

Rehabilitation of infrastructure 
systems including systems affected by 
military attacks, improving water supply 
and sanitation services for 7.8 million 
people.

Water disinfectant for water facilities 
that ensured supply of safe drinking 
water and prevention of outbreaks of 
waterborne diseases for over 12 million 
people.
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With thanks to
Our top four donors for UNICEF 
WASH programming in 2015: 
European Commission, UK AID, Office 
of US Foreign Disaster Assistance 
(OFDA), and the State of Kuwait.

Immediate water, sanitation and 
hygiene assistance to 435,000 people 
in hard-to-reach and besieged areas 
and newly displaced people in 
Aleppo, Homs, Rural Damascus and 
Dar’a for three months.

Water disinfectant across Syria for 12 
million people for twelve months.

Urgent rehabilitation of existing water 
systems to provide safe water to 
500,000 people in newly accessible 
areas in Dar’a, Rural Lattakia, Rural 
Damascus, south and eastern Aleppo 
and Hama.

Continued emergency water and 
sanitation response for 500,000 people 
in Aleppo, Idleb, Lattakia, Hassakeh and 
Tartous, through water trucking, fuel 
assistance for water pumping stations, 
and rehabilitation of WASH facilities in 
shelters hosting internally displaced 
people.

Funding gap
UNICEF Syria Country Office WASH 
programme for 2016 is currently just eight 
per cent funded, with US4.5 million received. 
UNICEF requires a further US$49 million to 
maintain WASH services for over 12 million 
people inside Syria.

Immediate needs
UNICEF urgently needs $28 million for:

$ 10 million $10 million$2 million $6 million
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