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1. Situation Overview 
 

On April 25th 2015, an earthquake of magnitude 7.5 Richter scale struck Nepal causing a level of devastation that had 

not been experienced in the country for at least 80 years. Millions of people have been affected by the disaster, with 

8,219 people confirmed dead and over 20,000 more injured. The epicentre of the earthquake was located 77km 

northwest of Kathmandu, in the Ghorka district.  

A second earthquake, measuring 7.3 magnitude, struck Nepal on May 12th 2015. The epicentre was in Dholaka 

District, 18 KM southeast of Kodari (Sindhupalchowk District)- an area already affected by the 25 April quake. The 

second earthquake was followed by several aftershocks, including a 5.6 magnitude tremor and a 6.3 magnitude 

tremor in Dholaka District. Strong aftershocks continue to be felt. Many areas around the epicentre are particularly 

susceptible to landslides.  

On 24
th
 May 2015, ACTED teams conducted KII/FGD assessments with community leaders in Yamunda Danda VDC 

in Sindupalchok District.  

The population and household numbers, according to the 2011 National Census, are as follows: 

 Yamuna Danda VDC: 393 HH, 1,507 Population 

According to the community however, the population now stands at: 

 Yamuna Danda VDC: 551 HH, 2,825 Population 

In Yamuna Danda, it is estimated that 100% of houses have been completely destroyed. Homes are uninhabitable, 

building materials are unavailable, and people are lacking basic household items. The priority needs, identified by the 

community, are food, sanitation support, and temporary shelter.   

 
 

3. Assessment Methodology 
 

KIIs and FGDs were conducted to identify the core needs. The main key informant interviewed was the VDC 

Secretary.   

4. Assessment Findings 
 

Populations Affected___________________________________________________________________ __ 
Situation 
 

- 100% of households have been reported completely destroyed, 90% in the first earthquake and the remaining 

10% in the second 

- Households have access to food, but this is primarily through humanitarian assistance. Households have 

received 30kg of rice and one pack of salt from the Government  
- No problems are currently being experience with drinking water 
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-  The assessed area is in urgent need of some forms of humanitarian assistance, as outlined below. 

   

Shelter_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Situation 

- In the assessed VDC, residents reported that 100% of shelters had been totally destroyed, 90% in the first 

earthquake and the remaining 10% in the second 

- This finding is supported by observation and transect walks as well as other humanitarian actors working in 

the area; 

- Homes are uninhabitable and people need building materials to repair/build back their homes.  

- People are also lacking basic household items, and reported a need for sleeping mats, gas/fuel and kitchen 

sets 

- Especially high up in the mountains the ground underneath becomes wet during night and the temperatures 

drop below 10 C leaving especially children, women and elderly exposed and vulnerable to the situation.   

 

Needs, Coverage and Gaps  
- Building materials 

- Basic household items 

 

Livelihoods, Food Security and Nutrition______________________________________________________ 
Situation 

- Residents report that they have access to food in their current location, though this is from humanitarian 

assistance  

- 20% have received humanitarian assistance from the Government (30kg of rice and one pack of salt per 

household) 

- 80% of households are in need of additional food aid assistance 

 

Needs, Coverage and Gaps  
- Immediate Food assistance; 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene_______________________________________________________ 
Situation 

- In Yamuna Danda, the main water supply is from one gravity water supply scheme pipe. This is in working 

condition and does not need any repair works 

- All of the population has access to clean drinking water 

- 100% of the population is practising open defecation  

- Open defecation is a problem for women and children in particular, and poses a protection concern 

- The health risks associated with open defecation during the upcoming monsoon season has to be considered. 

 

Needs, Coverage and Gaps  
- Sanitary facilities (Pit Latrines, VIP Latrines); 

- Hygiene kits; 

- Hygiene promotion; 

 

Health_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Situation 

- 7 people were killed in the first earthquake, and 2 people required medical assistance  

- Access to health centres, health services and medical supplies are basic 

- The nearest hospital is intact but has been cracked and will require repairs 

- Health risks are however likely to increase due to the upcoming monsoon season and the drop of 

temperatures during night; 

 

Needs, Coverage and Gaps  
- Repairs to the hospital  
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Protection______________________________________________________________________________ 
Situation 

- The lack of latrines and the absence of electricity expose women and girls in particular to risks related to 

gender based violence.    

 

Needs, Coverage and Gaps 
- Latrines to be rehabilitated  

 

Education_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Situation  

- All 4 educational facilities in the VDC have been destroyed 

- There are now no functioning schools  

 

Needs, Coverage and Gaps 

- Larger tents for schools whilst permanent structures are rebuilt 

- Furniture for schools 

 

Relief Efforts/Assistance___________________________________________________________________ 
- Some residents have received some food assistance, but are still in need of other forms of humanitarian 

assistance 

 
 

4. Humanitarian Access 
 

- Ward 3 is reported inaccessible. 66 households are living in this ward.  

- No security concerns. 

 

 

 


