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This report is produced by the OSOCC Assessment Cell  based on secondary data from multiple sources, 
including the Government of Nepal, UNDAC, United Nations Agencies, non-governmental organisation and media 
sources.  

I. Situation Overview 
 
On of 12 May, 1,000 people had been reported killed and 1,311 injured in Nuwakot as a result of the 
earthquake on 25 April. Highly affected were the northeastern VDS of the district where reportedly all 
infrastructure and houses are destroyed and where there are a large number of casualties. As of 13 May, 
there have been no further deaths or injuries reported in Nuwakot as a result of the 7.3 magnitude aftershock 
that struck on 12 May. 
 
Initial estimates based on Government data of damaged buildings in the affected districts, suggested that 51% 
of the population of Nuwakot have been affected by the earthquake. According to Government estimates 
from 12 May, 30,000 buildings were destroyed in the earthquake and 15,000 are partly damaged. Road 
access via Galcchi in Dhading district was not affected up to Kharanita in Nuwarkot. From there, the road 
into the northeastern VDCs was damaged. No shelter assistance had reached the northeastern VDCs and 
the anger among the population due to lacking supplies is growing. Trishuli hydropower station in Trishuli 
Bazar with a capacity of 24 MW has reportedly been damaged and needs repair (Local sources). 
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Pre-crisis facts Post-earthquake situation 
Total population (2011)  (HH: 59,194)   Estimated affected pop 140,700 
Total number of VDCs 62 

Total health facilities 59 Completely damaged health 
facilities 

31 

Source: Nepal Census 2011 

 

Priorities for humanitarian intervention1 

• Shelter 

• Food 

• Health 

 

II. Access to basic services Pre and Post- Earthquake Impact 

 FOOD SECURITY AND LIVELIHOODS 
  

Earthquake Impact 

According to Ministry of Agricultural Development estimates, there are significant food stock losses of 9,679 
MT in the district because of the earthquake (WFP 08/05/2015). It is also estimated that crop losses have 
been severe and planting operations are likely to be disrupted (FAO 11/05/2015). Planting of the maize crop 
was underway when the earthquake struck. In two surveyed wards, affected residents reported to have only 
1 month of food left and grains and seeds were reported to have been spoiled in the rubble and were further 
damaged by the rain. Key informants interviewed also mentioned that people were torn between working in 
fields and rebuilding their homes. In Chauthe, where a major source of income are cooperatives, cash has 
not been readily available since the earthquake. Loss of livestock, seeds and harvest crops has been 
reported. People have resorted to coping mechanisms such as relying on less preferred and less expensive 
food, and borrowing food from friends and relatives (SCI 08/05/2015).  
 
Affected Livestock and Poultry: 
House
-holds  

Estimat
ed pop-
ulation  

Cattle 
pop  

Affected 
cattle 
pop 

Buffalo 
pop  

Affect
ed 
buffal
o pop.  

Total 
affected 
cattle & 
buffalo 
pop 

Sheep 
pop 

Goat 
pop 

Pig 
pop 

Fowl 
pop 

Duck 
pop 

Poultry 
pop. 

61950 275957 153237 7662 119066 5953 13615 18290 151846 8845 1221055 2672 1223727 

Source: MoAD 05/05/2015 (Department of Livestock Services) 

 

Pre-Earthquake 

All VDCs in the district are considered Minimally Food Insecure (IPC Phase 1) (WFP 2015). 

Prior to the earthquake, maize was cultivated on over 19,768 ha in Nuwakot, with a total production 
amounting to 52,363 tonnes (FAO 11/05/2015). In Chauthe, group cooperatives were used as sources of 
income (SCI 08/05/2015). 

  

                                                        
 
 
 
1 Based on a combination of initial Nepal Red Cross numbers of affected people and the sectoral needs 
reported via a range of sources including assessment reports, social media, radio news. 
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 SHELTER 
 
Earthquake Impact 

An estimated 30,000 buildings have been damaged in Nuwakot, with 51% of these buildings having been 
totally damaged (Shelter Cluster 11/05/2015). The displaced population are staying under tents or in animal 
sheds (UNICEF 02/05/2015).  

According to initial assessments in Ward 5 and 9, 25-30% of the houses were estimated to be destroyed in 
Ward 9. In Ward 5, 90% of the houses were reported to be destroyed (Tearfund 10/05/2015).  

Communities are currently using tarpaulins or tin roofs outside their damaged houses and they are currently 
sharing their living space with relatives and neighbours. The number of people in one tent reportedly ranges 
from 30-40 people since many houses have collapsed (SCI 08/05/2015). 

Pre-Earthquake 

Prior to the earthquake, 93% of households lived in houses made of mud-bonded bricks and stone. 3% of 
the households lived in houses made of cement-bonded bricks and stone. The rest of the households live in 
houses made of reinforced concrete cement or wooden pillars. 73% of the houses had roofs made of 
galvanized iron. 16% had houses with roofs made of tile or slate. The remaining houses have roofs made of 
straw, reinforced concrete cement (RCC) or wooden planks (Nepal Census 2011).  

 

 HEALTH 
 
Earthquake Impact 

In Nuwakot, the 50 bed hospital is reported to have been severely damaged and patients are under tents 
outside. The emergency department (ED) building is partially operational. Indoor hospital and the outpatient 
department (OPD) are not functional.  

There is a possibility of an outbreak of epidemics due to buried bodies has been raised as a concern 
(UNICEF 2 May 2015). 

Number of Health Facilities reported as damaged: 
Hospitals PHCC S/HP Ayurvedic Facilities Private and others 

Completely 
damaged 

Partially 
damaged 

Completely 
damaged 

Partially 
damaged 

Complet
ely 
damage
d 

Partially 
damaged 

Complet
ely 
damage
d 

Partially 
damaged 

Completely 
damaged 

Partially 
damaged 

1   1 30 20 6 2    

Health facilities pre-earthquake 

1 6 52 unknown unknown 

Source: DHO/DPHO, MoHP 07/05/2015 
 
 

Pre-Earthquake 
The 2012/2013 Health Statistics show that the diarrheal disease incidence for the district per 1000 was 484 
(DHS 2013). 
The following morbidity numbers for Communicable, Water/Food Borne diseases were reported: 
 
Typhoid 
(Enteric 
Fever) 

Acute 
Gastroenteritis 

Amoebic 
Dysentery 

Baccilary  
Dysentry 
  

Presumed 
non-
infectious  
diarrhoea 
  

Cholera Intestinal 
worms 

Jaundice 
and Infective 
Hepatitis 

8116 
  

5137  
  

5455 2622 5856 2 4180 
  

920 

Source: DHS 2013 
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 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE 
 

Earthquake Impact 

Some information is available only for very specific locations at the Ward level and thus it is not clear the 
degree this is representative of the district. According to an initial assessment, 50% of improved water 
sources in Ward 9 were functioning. Initially, water had been muddy, and even though the water has visibly 
improved, the water needs to be tested. Toilet facilities are limited, with many being damaged and open 
defecation has been reported in both wards. In Ward 5, no safe drinking water has been reported, and 
residents are reportedly using water from the river, 30 minutes away (Tearfund 10/05/2015). People are 
currently openly defecating on riverbanks away from settlements. (STC). A major water system in Bidur 
municipality was damaged in the earthquake, limiting the population’s access to clean drinking water 
(UNICEF 02/05/2015). Lack of sanitary pads and menstrual hygiene for women is a concern (UNICEF 
02/05/2015) 
 

Pre-Earthquake 

87% of the population had access to tap or piped water. 40% of the population did not have access to toilets, 
according to the 2011 census (Nepal Census 2011).  

 

 EDUCATION 
 

Earthquake Impact 

Reportedly, over 90% of school buildings in the district have been damaged. Eight teachers were killed by 
the earthquake (UNICEF 02/05/2015). In Kumari VDC, all school buildings have been completely destroyed 
(SCI 08/05/2015). Temporary classrooms are needed. The Department of Education has initially closed all 
schools in the affected districts until 14 May, pending safety evaluation of the school buildings (Local media 
05/05/2015) this date has now been extended following the 12 May earthquake until the 29 May (local 
media). 

Pre-Earthquake 

There is a high school dropout rate in Nuwakot. 41% of girls drop out after primary school (year 5), and only 
12% of women have completed year 10 (secondary school). The numbers are similar for boys, with 40% of 
boys dropping out after primary school (year 5), and 11% completing year 10 (secondary school). 
 
52% of women can read and write, and 68% of men (Nepal Census 2011) 
 

 PROTECTION 

Earthquake Impact 

Lack of adequate WASH facilities, in particular for menstruating women and girls, is a concern. Parents are 
expressing concern over the safety of children playing around and inside collapsed buildings (SCI 
08/05/2015). 

Increased tension between local population unsatisfied with the relief effort and local authorities, in particular 
VDC secretaries, has been reported (Early Recovery Cluster 08/05/2015). 

There are general concerns that trafficking of women and children has the potential to increase after the 
earthquake, as a means to ease economic burden.  These concerns are based on the pre-existing situation 
in relation to trafficking and experience in other contexts where such pre-crisis vulnerabilities are 
exacerbated. 

Pre-Earthquake 

In 2013, it was reported that child trafficking was on the rise in Nuwakot, with poverty being found as the 
leading cause for children being sent abroad, especially to India (18/10/2013 Childreach).  
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III. Humanitarian and operational constraints 
• The Trisuli / Bidur to Dhuncheroad is open. However the road is reportedly only suitable for small 

vehicles (4 x 4 jeeps). Caution is advised due to risk of new landslides. It is not advised to travel the 
route at night. Relief vehicles should register with the police post in Kalikasthan before proceeding to 
Dhunche. (WFP/Logistics Cluster 10/05/2015) 

• The gravel road connecting Trishuli Bazar/ Bidur Municiapality to Kintang VDC via Deurali VDC is 
operational, including for heavy trucks (Logistics Cluster 09/05/2015). 

• Violent incidents against three VDC secretaries in mission have been reported.  The reason for 
these is reported to be because people are unsatisfied with the response, affecting the coordination 
of the relief effort (Early Recovery Cluster 08/05/2015). 
 
 

IV. Information gaps  
Comprehensive information based on VDC-level assessments for Nuwakot is lacking. VDCs for which there 
is no information are listed in the annex. Also provided is a summary of the VDC-specific information does 
exist that has been gleaned from existing assessment reports. 
 
Information gaps by VDC         no information  
Bagesworichokade 
Balkumari 
Barsunchet 
Belkot 
Beteni 
Bhalche 
Budhasing 
Bungtang 
Chaturale 

Dangsing 
Deurali 
Dhyangphedi 
Fikuri 
Gaunkharka 
Gerkhu 
Ghyangphedi 
Jiling 
Kalikahalde 
 

Kalyanpur 
Kaule 
Khadagbhanjyang 
KholegaunKhanigaun 
Kintang 
Lachyang 
Manakamana 
Narjamandap 
Panchkanya 

Ralukadevi 
Rautbesi 
Salme 
Samarinepal 
Shikharbesi 
Sikre 
Taruka 
Thaprek 
Urleni 

VDC Town/ 
village 

Information VDC Town/ 
village 

Information 

Bhadra
tar 

 • Many buildings destroyed 
• Road access, mobile 

network, water supply and 
markets functional 

• Limited safe drinking water 
and access to toilets 

• HHs report having enough 
food for 2-4 weeks 
 

Bidur  • Most houses destroyed 
• Road access, mobile network, 

and markets functional 
• Electricity disrupted 
• Limited safe drinking water and 

access to toilets 
• HHs report limiting food intake 

for fear of running out in 2 
weeks 

 
Charga
re 

 • Many houses destroyed 
• Road access, mobile 

network, water supply and 
markets functional 

• Limited safe drinking water 
and access to toilets 

• HHs report rapidly running 
out of food and limiting 
intake 

Chaugada  • Many buildings damaged or destroyed 
• Limited safe drinking water and 

access to toilets 
• HHs report having enough food for 2-

4 weeks 
• Mobile network, water supply and 

markets functional 
 

Chauth
e 

Ward 8 
and 9 

• Cash from usual 
cooperatives not available 

• Water and food need 
• Loss of livestock, seeds and 

stored crops 
• Open defecation on river 

banks 
 

Chhap  • 450 houses damaged, people living 
in fields 

• Electricity poles damaged 
• Roads damaged 
• Markets closed 
• Water available but source affected 
• 11 cases of diarrhea reported 
• Health facility intact but no staff 

present 
• Limited food available 

Duipipal  • Most buildings damaged or 
destroyed 

• Road access, mobile 
network, and markets 
functional 

• Limited safe drinking water 

Ganeshst
han 

 • Many buildings damaged or 
destroyed 

• Markets and shops not functional as 
of 8 May 

• Water supply unaffected, but little 
access to toilets 
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and access to toilets 
• HHs report rapidly running 

out of food and limiting 
intake 

• HHs report having no more food, are 
skipping meals and worried about 
adequate food supply for next week 

Giling  • Many buildings damaged or 
destroyed 

• Road access, mobile 
network, and markets 
functional 

• HHs report rapidly running 
out of food and limiting 
intake 

• Limited safe drinking water 
and access to toilets 

Gorsyang  • Many buildings damaged or 
destroyed 

• Road access, mobile network, water 
supply and markets functional 

• Limited safe drinking water and 
access to toilets 

• HHs report having enough food for 2-
4 weeks 

 

Kabilas  • Many houses collapsed 
• Road access, mobile 

network, water supply and 
markets functional 

• Limited safe drinking water 
and access to toilets 

• HHs report having enough 
food for 2-4 weeks 

 

Kakani  • Many houses collapsed 
• Road access, mobile network, water 

supply and markets functional 
• Electricity disrupted 
• Water pipes and source damaged, 

possible contaminated water 
• Healthworkers not present at health 

post 
• Limited toilets 
• HHs report limiting food intake for 

fear of running out in 2 weeks 
• Some families have lost cattle 
• Need for information about relief 

activities identified by communities in 
Betrawati camp 

Kharani
tar 

 • Many houses collapsed 
• Road access, mobile 

network, water supply and 
markets functional 

• HHs report having enough 
food for 2-4 weeks 

Kumari Ward 8 
and 9 

• 100% of buildings destroyed or 
damaged 

• Communities living under tarpaulins, 
tin, and crowded tents 

• loss of livestock, seeds, and stored 
crops 

• Diarrhea cases reported 
• Some mothers reported to have 

discontinued breastfeeding 
• Schools completely destroyed 

Likhu  • Most buildings damaged 
• Scarcity of food in market 
• Water available but may not 

be safe 
• Food stocks trapped in 

rubble, likely to be shortages 
soon 

 

Madanpur  • 95% of houses damaged, and of 
those 50% completely destroyed 

• Road access, mobile network, and 
markets functional 

• Water supply and toilets limited 
• HHs report limiting food intake for 

fear of running out in 2 weeks 

Mahakali  • Lack of food in markets and 
price reportedly rising 

• Water available but may not 
be clean 

• Health post damaged, lack of 
medicines 

• Food is trapped in rubble 

Okharpau
wa 

Ward 
4 

• Need for shelter 
• Time taken away from agriculture 

due to focus on rubble clean up 
 

Ratmat
e 

 • Many buildings damaged or 
destroyed 

• Road access, mobile 
network, and markets 
functional 

• HHs report rapidly running 
out of food and limiting 
intake 

• Limited safe drinking water 
and access to toilets 

 

Samudrat
ar 

 • Many houses collapsed 
• Road access, mobile network, water 

supply and markets functional 
• HHs report having enough food for 2-

4 weeks 

Samun
dradevi 

 • 90% of houses destroyed 
• Landslide blocking road 
• Limited toilets sustained 

damage 
• Food stocks trapped in 

rubble, likely to be shortages 

Sunkhani  • 90% of houses completely damaged 
• Water is contaminated and toilets 

damaged 
• Local health facility completely 

damaged 
• Scarcity of food  
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soon  
 

Sundar
adevi 

 • Road access, mobile 
network, water supply and 
markets functional 

• HHs report having enough 
food for 2-4 weeks 

• Limited access to toilets 

Suryamati  • No road access 
• Most houses destroyed 
• Telephone network and shops not 

operational 
• Limited safe water and toilet facilities 
• HHs rapidly running out of food and 

limiting food intake 
Talakh
u 

 • 64 houses damaged, 319 
cracked 

• Transmission poles have 
fallen down 

• Water sources affected 
• Limited latrines, open 

defecation reported 
• Health facility damaged 
• Food stocks trapped in 

rubble, likely to be shortages 
soon 

Thanapati  • Tarps being used for shelter 
• 85% of buildings unusable 
• Road access, mobile network, and 

markets functional 
• Limited safe water (sources blocked 

by landslide) and toilet facilities 
• HHs report having enough food for 2-

4 weeks 
 

Thansi
ng 

 • Most houses destroyed 
• Market not functioning 
• Limited safe water and toilet 

facilities 
• HHs rapidly running out of 

food and limiting food intake 
 

Tupche  • District Headquarters 
• Many houses destroyed 
• Electricity, road access, mobile 

network, and markets functional 
• No safe drinking water, and limited 

access to toilets 
• District hospital damaged 
• HHs report having enough food for 2-

4 weeks 
• Food and fuel available 
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IV. Pre-crisis Indicators  
 
Indicator District National 
Population number (last census) 277, 471 (HH: 59,215)  26,494,504 

Gender disaggregation 52.1% female 51.5% female 

Age disaggregation 0 to 4 yrs: 7.9% 
5 to 19 yrs: 36.2%  
20 to 59 yrs: 45%  
60+ yrs: 10.9%  

0 to 4 yrs: 9.7% 
5 to 19 yrs: 36.3% 
20 to 59 yrs: 45.9% 
60+ yrs: 5.3% 

Population density 247. 52 ppl/sq.km 180.01 ppl/sq. km 

Average household size 4.69 4.88 

People with disabilities Male: 2%  
Female: 1.5%  

Male: 2.2% 
Female: 1.7% 

Life expectancy at birth (years) 71 69 

Measles vaccination coverage for 
infants 

70% 88% 

Malnutrition prevalence MAM:12.3%  
SAM:2.7%  

MAM: 8.7 
SAM: 2.7 

HDI 0.466 0.490 

Literacy rate: Total:  
Male: 
Female:  

Male: 75% 
Female: 57% 

Main source of energy for 
cooking 

 Wood: 89% 
Liqui. petrol gas: 6% 
Bio gas: 1% 

Urban: Liqui. petrol gas: 68.2%; 
wood: 25.9% 
Rural: wood: 73.1%; Cow dung: 
12.5% 

Main source of energy for 
lighting 

Electricity: 83% 
Kerosene:13%  

Electricity: 67.7% 
Kerosene:18.4% 

Access to improved drinking 
water source 

87% 85.9% 

% of households with toilets 60% Urban: 90.1% 
Rural: 54.3% 

Main religions Hinduism: 57% 
Buddhism: 40% 
Christianity: 1% 

Hinduism: 81.5% 
Buddhism: 9.1% 
Islam: 4.4% 

 
Source: Nepal Census 2011, Nepal Human Development Report 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The OSOCC Assessment Cell is composed of members of UNDAC, OCHA, ACAPS and volunteers from UNDP, WHO, 
ODA, Ministry of Health, WFP, World Bank)          Feedback: nepalassessments@humanitarianresponse.info 
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