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Refugee children wait as their parent prepare to start their return journey to 
Somalia. 
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HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                     
Voluntary repatriation 

 During the reporting period, 519 returnees were supported to voluntarily return to Somalia by 
flight. Flight movements have now resumed and are currently operating three days per week. 

 In total, as of 15th October, 33,178 Somali refugees had returned home since 8th December 2014, 
when UNHCR started supporting voluntary return of Somali refugees in Kenya, out of which 
27,077 were supported in 2016 alone. 

 Owing to the suspension of reception of road convoys by the Jubaland administration, the 
operation began facilitating 
return to Baidoa by flights. 
Two flights will transport 
returnees every Monday and 
Wednesday until further 
notice. 

  Updated profiles of country 
of origin information on the 
twelve designated areas of 
return in Somalia have been 
received and shared with all 
the Return Help Desks for 
dissemination and used 
during counselling to 
refugees who have 
expressed interest in return 
to Somalia.  

 

Workshop on Refugee Law and International Protection 

 UNHCR in conjunction with the Judiciary through the High Court of Kenya at Garissa organized 
and facilitated a workshop on Refugee Law and International Protection for judicial officers 
serving along the migration corridor and surrounding areas on 6th and 7th October. The workshop 
was attended by Government officials and UNHCR representatives led by the Garissa High Court 
Judge Hon Justice George Dulu and the UNHCR Dadaab Head of Operations Mr. Ahmed Baba Fall. 
The overall objective of the workshop was to reinforce collaboration between UNHCR and the 
Judiciary in the North Eastern Region of Kenya through an enhanced understanding of the key 
principles governing refugee protection and management. 

P
h

o
to

: U
N

H
C

R
/ 

A
.N

a
sr

u
lla

h
 

 

Population as of 1
st

 October 2016:   275,467 

                                Refugees:  272,850 
                               Asylum seekers:  2,617 
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UPDATES                                                                                                      
 Protection  

 Continuous Registration: During the reporting period, a total of 166 babies were registered during this period, 11 of 
whom were assigned in situ birth status. 

 Protection counselling: During the reporting period, 110 individuals benefited from protection counselling in Ifo, 
Ifo2 and Dagahaley camps. Among the services provided included advice on protection and social issues, physical 
safety and legal support for SGBV and Child Protection, Resettlement and RSD inquiries, family reunification, 
requests for relocation to Kakuma and camp transfers. The cases were assessed, interventions made and/or 
referred for appropriate assistance. 

Refugee Status Determination (RSD) 

 During the reporting period, the Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) resumed its predecessor DRA’s Technical Advisory 
Committee, which will allow for recognition of asylum seekers as refugees under the Government of Kenya and 
issuance of Alien IDs. UNHCR Dadaab submitted 15 cases for recognition to be endorsed.  

Child Protection 

 UNHCR Protection staff held meetings with refugee religious leaders in Ifo 2, Ifo, and Dagahaley camps 11th to 13th 
October, respectively. Attendees in each meeting included UNHCR protection staff, focal persons from partner 
organizations, and refugee leaders representing clan leaders, elders, and religious leaders active in the Maslaha 
justice system. Representatives from each group of leaders provided a description of their level of involvement in 
system, as well as common challenges that they face in carrying out their work. The meetings also served to 
familiarize stakeholders involved in access to justice issues with one another, and identify common areas of interest 
which can be addressed in the future, such as child marriage and FGM prevention. Religious leaders in all three 
camps agreed to provide a list of representatives to UNHCR Protection staff, who will participate in monthly 
meetings at camp level. 

 Child Protection staff from UNICEF's Garissa office conducted a mission to Dadaab from 10th to 14th October. During 
their mission, discussions were held with UNHCR and child protection partner staff on emerging child protection 
issues in Dadaab, and recommendations made for supporting and building capacities in areas related to child 
protection moving forward. 

 During the reporting period, one full Best Interest Determination (BID) Panel meeting and two ad hoc BID Panel 
meetings were held. In total, 65 BIDs (64 Voluntary Repatriation, 1 resettlement) were reviewed by the panel. An ad 
hoc BID Panel meeting to review Voluntary Repatriation BIDs was scheduled for 19th October, and a full BID Panel 
meeting to review resettlement BIDs was scheduled for 24th October. 

 Education 

 The Kenyan government, through the Ministry of Education Science and Technology and with support from 
UNESCO, organized a two day workshop in Nairobi from 5th to 6th October to come up with a Sustainable 
Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) National roadmap. The workshop whose key note speaker was the Principal Secretary 
in the Ministry of Education was attended by key stakeholders in the education sector with representation from 
UNHCR Branch Office Nairobi, Dadaab and Kakuma. The overall goal of the consultations was to build a common 
understanding of the new vision and targets of SDG4 – Education 2030 and ensure a sound foundation for its 
translation into national education system policies and plans. UNHCR urged the Kenyan government to promote 
inclusive education where refugee children have equal access to quality education while in asylum. The 
deliberations focused on coming up with a roadmap where existing country-led systems, processes and mechanisms 
(policy, planning, management and monitoring and evaluation) are supported and strengthened to ensure better 
alignment/adaptation with global commitments. 

 On the 11th of October, the CEO of Safaricom Limited, Bob Colymore held a Leadership Video Conference session 
with refugee students from Dadaab and Kakuma. This was the first time the session was conducted simultaneously 
with students from Kakuma and Dadaab. Bob inspired the participating students with his life journey from humble 
beginnings to a CEO of a leading telecommunication company. He urged refugees to live a life of purpose and not 
allow anyone to make them deviate from it. When asked how he thinks the world views refugees, Bob said it was 
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Refugee students in their classroom in Midnimo primary school, Ifo camp. 

unfortunate a section of the world views refugees as unwanted while some view them as an opportunity. He urged 
the world to change the negative perceptions of refugees and instead integrate them into their societies and help 
them develop their full potential. Refugees requested Safaricom to partner with the government of Somalia and 
other International Organizations in rebuilding Somalia to allow returnees to continue with their education, 
including digital learning. The session was organized by Vodafone Foundation under the Instant Network School 
programme. 

 Joint monitoring of UNHCR funded scholarships: UNHCR and its partner Danish Refugee Council (DRC) set out to 
conduct joint monitoring of scholarships implemented in colleges outside Dadaab refugee camps. The exercise 
commenced on 13th October and is expected to conclude on 20th October with the monitoring team visiting Mount 
Kenya University, Kenyatta University, Gretsa University, 
KEMU, Africa Nazarene University, Kenya Water Institute, 
North Coast Medical Training College – Mombasa, 
Technical University of Mombasa, NEPTTI, Garissa TTC 
and Garissa DICECE. The objective of the monitoring visit 
is to monitor the students’ welfare within the institution 
with regards to the required protection standards, 
evaluate colleges’ capacity in terms of teaching and 
learning processes, assess the standard of facilities within 
the institution, provide advice to students on security-
related issues in the context of the government 
encampment policy and monitor the progress of life skills 
training to scholarship graduates. 

  Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

 The International Day of Older Persons was marked on the 1st of October, bringing issues affecting older persons to 
the attention of the international community and celebrating the potential of older persons as equal partners in 
today’s global society. The theme the day’s activities was ‘Take a Stand against Ageism’. This was anticipated to be 
achieved by challenging the negative stereotypes and misconceptions about older persons and ageing. 

 Youth Participation and Empowerment: Two youth interface meetings were held in Kambioos and Ifo 1 camps. The 
meetings were aimed at disseminating information on relocation of non-Somali refugees to the Kalobeyei 
settlement near Kakuma in which the information pack document/flier designed by UNHCR with relocation 
information talking points was used. 

 Sports equipment was issued to 40 refugee athletes and six sports officials in Kambioos and Ifo 1 camps. This was 
aimed at motivating refugee athletes to develop their skills by using ‘‘Sports and sport values education as a means 
to promote and enhance protection of human rights of refugees and asylum seekers’’ for peaceful coexistence and 
social development. 

 Health 

 During the reporting period, increasing trend of suspected Varicella (Chicken Pox) cases was noted in the past few 
weeks which stated with sporadic cases from Dagahaley and later other camps also reported increasing trend. 
Health partners heighten the surveillance and case management 

 The increased number of Malaria cases noted among refugees returning back from the last interview tour in 
Kakuma. In collaboration with Centre for Disease Control (CDC) mitigation measures on prevention were put across. 
CDC proposed to continue voluntary chemoprophylaxis and diversion of pregnant women and children to Nairobi 
are in place for all future Dadaab to Kakuma temporary transfers for Citizenship & Immigration Services (CIS) 
interviews. 

 Food Security and Nutrition 

 The general food distribution for the month of October was commenced on 1st October. It was completed 
successfully across all the five camps by 10th October with no major incident reported. 
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Refugee children show their hands washed with soap in Dagahaley camp, Dadaab. 

 Durable Solutions 

Resettlement 

 During the first half of October, a total of 9 cases comprising of 45 individuals underwent resettlement case 
composition interviews. 45 cases comprising of 234 individuals were interviewed for possible onward submission to 
resettlement countries.  

 During the reporting period, 54 cases comprising of 215 individuals were submitted to UNHCR Branch Office Nairobi 
for onward submission to the United States of America and Canada. A total of 31 individuals departed Dadaab for 
onward resettlement to the United States of America, Australia and Canada. 

 UNHCR plans to carry out an information campaign and counselling for the 15,000 refugees in the resettlement 
pipeline. This is in line with UNHCR plans to relocate the non-Somali refugees to Kalobeyei, Kakuma camp. 

 Shelter and NFIs 

 The construction of new transit centres at Hagadera, Ifo and Dagahaley camps have started, the work is 
implemented through Peace Winds Japan (PWJ). The work in all the three transit Centre’s is progressing well and 
each transit centre is planned to accommodate 2,000 persons. The work involves: construction of accommodation 
units, medical screening unit, luggage’s stores, kitchen facilities, fence, latrines and wash rooms. 

 UNHCR through its partner agency Pastoralists Initiative for Development and Advocacy (PIDAD) is constructing two 
class rooms for Wel-ari primary school, two class rooms for Biyamathow secondary school and two class rooms for 
Shidley primary school. The works at Wel-ari is at foundation stage, while the works for Biyamathow secondary 
school is at roofing level and the works for Shidley is at walling stage. 

Water and Sanitation 

 During the reporting period, on average, UNHCR supplied 31.2 litters of water per day per capita from 29 boreholes 
to the entire refugee population in the five Dadaab camps. 26 of these boreholes operate on Solar PV – Diesel 
hybrid system. The water supply schemes convey water to 48 tanks with a total storage capacity of 6,250m3, from 
where the water distributed to refugees through 900 tap stands scattered around the five camps. 

 Water safety continued to be ensured through chlorination at the boreholes and regular monitor of Free Residual 
Chlorine (FRC). 

 This year’s Global Hand Washing Day 
(GHWD) event was commemorated on 
Saturday 15th October in Hagadera and Ifo 2 
camps by our WASH partners Norwegian 
Refugee Council (NRC) and Kenya Red Cross 
Society (KRCS). 

This year’s theme was ‘MAKE 
HANDWASHING A HABIT’. The event is 
meant to create awareness and 
understanding about the importance of 
handwashing using soap and running water 
at key times as an easy, effective and 
affordable way to prevent diseases and save 
lives. The event brought together Agencies 
and the refugee community where there 
were performances in line with the theme.   

Contacts:  

UNHCR Dadaab External Relations Unit, kendapi@unhcr.org  facebook.com/unhcrkenya           

twitter.com/UNHCR_Kenya         

twitter.com/AhmedBaba_Fall 
Web portal on Somali Displacement:  

http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php    
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