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General overview  
 

Operational environment:  
There were indications of an increase in the number of new arrivals from Somalia to the Dadaab/Alinjugur camps. 
UNHCR partners reported as many as 100 persons new arrivals per day though this has been difficult to verify. 
These new refugees were mainly settling in the outskirts of Dagahaley and in Ifo 2. Registration of new arrivals 
was still suspended. Due to the prevailing insecurity, Refugee Consortium Kenya (RCK) cancelled border 
monitoring activities along part of the Somalia border. 
 
October began with an upsurge in criminal activities in the refugee camps, possibly related to events in Somalia, 
where Kenyan AMISOM troops captured Kismayo at the end of September. Groups of armed men were seen 
moving around in the camps. On 08/10, a man was shot dead by a lone gunman in Ifo. The murder seemed to be 
politically motivated since the victim reportedly was a former security official of the Transitional Federal 
Government in Somalia. In yet another assassination in the same camp, on 15/10, a member of the local 
Community Peace and Protection Team was killed. On 09/10, a prominent community leader, the Kadhi of 
Dagahaley, was kidnapped and harassed by a group of masked gunmen who ordered him to stop preaching in 
the mosque. He was subsequently released.  
 
Tension was also rising elsewhere in North Eastern Province in step with unfolding events in Somalia. On 28/09 
two policemen were shot dead by unknown assailants outside Garissa and two days later hand grenades were 
thrown at a police station in the town. In an apparent reaction to these and other recent incidents, the provincial 
authorities announced on 06/10 that all unregistered asylum seekers residing in Garissa as well as refugees not 
authorised to reside in Garissa must report to be registered within two weeks and subsequently move to stay in 
designated areas. In a speech in Garissa, the Minister of Defence Yussuf Haji stated that illegal immigrants were 
to blame for the escalation of lawlessness in various parts of the country.  
 
The first heavy rains reached Dadaab/Alinjugur in the second week of October. Minor flooding occurred in all five 
camps and dilapidated tents collapsed in Kambioos. Large pools of rainwater collected in Hagadera, where a 
child drowned when he lost his footing in an area that was particularly deep. Gaps in sanitation and shelter 
remain of critical concern. 
 
Statistics and verification 
The latest statistics gave a total population figure of 469,799. The drop compared to the previous figure of 
473,025 was mainly a result of the verification exercise in Ifo camp. By 15/10, 84,549 individuals had been 
verified, which is about 74% of the total population of that camp, After Ifo, the verification will move to Ifo 2 camp. 
A meeting was held with the refugee leaders in Ifo 2 to explain the modalities of the process and they were 
invited to the Ifo verification centre to see how the verification works. 
 
Protection  
The Garissa court ordered 11 refugees who had been arrested and charged for travelling outside the camps 
without authorisation to be returned to the camps. Of these, seven were from Hagadera and four from Ifo. There 
is a continuous need to sensitise refugees on the consequences of travel without authorisation. 

The Dadaab GBV working group attended a UNHCR GBV regional workshop in Nairobi to facilitate the drafting of 
a GBV strategy for the Dadaab/Alinjugur refugee operation. Topics presented included addressing survival sex 
as a coping mechanism in situations of displacement and providing safe access to domestic energy and water 
resources. These are among the action areas prioritised by UNHCR for 2011-2016 globally. Additionally, issues 
such as female genital mutilation and psychosocial support to survivors of GBV were addressed.  
 
 
 



 
 

 

The Chief Magistrates Court visited Dadaab for the first time in four months, with UNHCR protection staff 
assisting as amici curiae in the proceedings and offering legal assistance to the refugees. Over 50 cases were 
handled. The Court requested the District Commissioner to allocate land for the construction of a permanent 
courthouse in Dadaab. The mobile court operation is facing budgetary constraints, which is limiting access to 
justice for refugees. A proposal was submitted to the EU to enhance support to this important protection activity.  
 
In a meeting with UNHCR and partners, the Assistant Police Commissioner highlighted the language barrier as a 
key challenge to smooth relations between the police and the refugee community. He also mentioned lack of 
information sharing and delays in reporting crime as major obstacles. He was planning to convene a meeting with 
the refugee community on improving communication and relations between refugees and the police. 
 
International Peace Day (21/09) celebrations in the camps were managed by the Youth Umbrella who mobilised 
360 refugee youth volunteers to organise football games and music performances.   
 
Education  
On 09/10, a handover ceremony took place in Dadaab town in which the municipality granted a site with buildings 
to Kenyatta University for a campus in Dadaab. This will be the first university campus to be established in North 
Eastern Province. The Dadaab university campus will offer diploma, undergraduate and masters’ programmes in 
a wide range of fields from business and administration to conflict resolution and humanities. The Dadaab 
university campus will open its doors for its first students in January 2013. Refugee students are especially 
welcome to enroll: two-thirds of its places are already allocated to refugees and the rest earmarked for students 
from the host community. The educational sector in the refugee camps will directly benefit through courses such 
as school management and early childhood education. This project is part of the Borderless Higher Education for 
Refugees programme funded by the Canadian government and led by York University, 
Toronto.

 
Refugee youth dancing at the Dadaab university campus ceremony  Photo: Erin Hayba/UNHCR 
 
A joint-agency quality assurance and standards assessment of Dadaab/Alinjugur schools took place with 
emphasis on issues of leadership management, community involvement, curriculum organisation, implementation 
of teaching and learning, and assessment of student progression and achievement.  
 
Refugee Education Trust (RET) arrived on 10 October to launch a one-year youth initiative with five components: 
1) digital work project, 2) capacity building of youth in leadership skills, 3) apprenticeships for youth with 
marketable livelihoods skills, 4) life skills education, 5) accelerated learning.  
 
Representatives from the mobile company Safaricom visited Dadaab to explore ways in which internet and e-
learning systems could be implemented in schools in Dadaab.  



 
 

 

 
Resettlement 
During the reporting period, 13 cases comprising of 31 individuals departed to Nairobi for onward resettlement to 
the US. Below is the breakdown of departures since the beginning of the year. 
 

TOTAL DEPARTURES BY COUNTRY OF DESTINATION FROM DADAAB 

Country Cases Individuals 

Australia  3 19 

Canada  37 78 

Ireland  1 6 

Norway  2 5 

Sweden  3 15 

UK  34 149 

United States of America  205 623 

Total  285 895 

 
Health and nutrition 
The hepatitis E outbreak was on a downward trend with a marked reduction of new cases. Altogether, 240 cases 
were reported, with no new fatalities. Ifo 2 camp continued to report the highest number of cases (156) followed 
by Kambioos (55). 44.3% were women of reproductive age. All pregnant women with jaundice were being 
referred to Nairobi for further treatment. 
 
37 cholera cases were recorded in four Dadaab/Alinjugur camps: Hagadera 22, Kambioos 8, Ifo 6 and Ifo 2 1. No 
suspected cholera case had been reported in Dagahaley. Information campaigns on cholera detection and 
prevention continued, using radio messages, trainings conducted by hygiene promoters and videos at places 
where people were gathering, such as the verification centre in Ifo,  
 
Water and sanitation 
UNHCR was supporting the trucking of clean water to host community villages affected by the cholera outbreak 
with two water trucks.  
 
Shelter 
Work to replace 5,000 worn-out tents in the new camps (Ifo 2 and Kambioos) started in the first week of October.  
 
Environment  
UNHCR participated in the Agricultural Society of Kenya exhibition in Garissa. UNHCR and partners have been 
participating at the Garissa Show since 2005 as a combined team. The show provides an opportunity to inform 
Kenyan society at large on issues associated with provision of protection and assistance to the refugees, such as 
the continuing search for a viable and eco-friendly source of household energy, the promotion of energy-saving 
cooking stoves, rehabilitation of degraded land, refugee capacity building, income-generating activities, and 
extension of development support to the host community.  

 
 
Sub-Office Alinjugur (Hagadera, Kambioos) 
 
New developments 
A steady trickle of new arrivals from Somalia continued to be noted in the Alinjugur camps. The registration of 
new arrivals was suspended by the Department of Refugee Affairs (DRA) on 06/07, but the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) has counted a total of 405 families/867 individuals who have arrived since then. Kambioos 
received most of them due to the services available there as opposed to the outskirts of Hagadera. No material 
support has been given to these families because they have not been registered. A vulnerability screening will be 
done for this group in the coming weeks. 
 
The decongestion of Hagadera outskirts was proceeding according to plan. By 15/10, 208 families (813 
individuals) had moved to Kambioos where two new residential blocks were accommodating the arrivals. 
Infrastructure development (shelter and latrine construction) was proceeding at the same pace as people were 
arriving. Each family arriving from Hagadera is given a plot of land and shelter. The plan is to relocate 6,000 
individuals by the end of 2012 to improve their wellbeing and access to services. The Department of Refugee 
Affairs (DRA) has also requested UNHCR to facilitate a decongestion of the outskirts of Dagahaley camp.  
 



 
 

 

On 15 October, a fire broke out in Hagadera market destroying 22 shops. The fire was brought under control 
through swift action by the community and police. An electrical fault was the probable cause of the fire. 
 
A minor riot broke out at the Hagadera distribution centre when relief item distribution had to be suspended 
because of the overwhelming demand. Distribution is organised according to family size with single persons 
normally allocated two days for distribution. Because of the increase in single people arriving in the camp it is no 
longer possible to do distribution over two days only. Once the situation was explained and another distribution 
round arranged, the situation calmed down.    
 
Protection 
A series of trainings for government officials, police, host community and refugees was conducted to prepare for 
the launching of the community policing project. The project will initially cover Hagadera and Kambioos.  
 

In a meeting with Kambioos residents, a police representative stated that the lack of a police post in Kambioos 

was a political issue, but that it was being addressed. He advised the community to be patient while waiting for a 
solution. 
 
A high number of cases (26) of neglect of children was reported, some involving physical abuse. Refugee leaders 
were alerted in some cases, others needed the intervention of the Kenyan authorities. Best Interest of the Child 
Determination (BID) was done for five cases. 
 
The Garissa District Civil Registrar visited the camps to issue birth certificates to newborn babies to ensure that 
all children born in the camps have access to civil documentation. A total of 971 (512 male and 459 female) birth 
certificates for Hagadera and Kambioos hospital deliveries were issued and 68 (42 male and 26 female) birth 
certificates for home deliveries were issued for Kambioos. 
 
Terre des Hommes (TdH) has arrived in Kambioos to take on the role as child protection partner. UNHCR held 
an orientation sessions for TdH protection staff on UNHCR’s mandate and child protection/GBV.   

Education 
Five temporary classrooms collapsed in Kambioos in a heavy storm on 30/09. No children or teachers were 
harmed. Action was being taken to find temporary locations for the school classes. The construction of two new 
school buildings was making good progress. 
 
10 computers were handed over to Hagadera secondary school as part of the Microsoft project.  

Youth 
Hagadera ICT center was completing this year’s online IT training course, which is solely managed by Hagadera 
Youth Umbrella. The students took the final exam on 8 October, which will be followed by a graduation ceremony 
on 20 October. 28 Students (3 females) were graduated last year. 
 
Health 
120 new latrines were constructed in the five primary schools in Hagadera. This not only improves the general 
wellbeing of students, but also reduces the risk of disease.  
 
Water and sanitation  
Decommissioning of latrines was underway in addition to new latrine construction ahead of the rainy season.  
 
Shelter 
Efforts were underway to pitch tents in Kambioos for the people to be relocated from Hagadera and 
Dagahaley.1,800 old worn-out tents also needed to be replaced ahead of the rainy season.  
 
Livelihoods  
Agencies have increased their efforts to assist Kambioos residents in finding sustainable livelihoods activities in 
the camps, working with women and youth groups to establish grocery kiosks, butcheries and other businesses. 
The programme includes entrepreneurship training, material support for construction and/or cash grants with a 
revolving fund to re-invest businesses profits. 
 
 

Sub-Office Dadaab (Dagahaley, Ifo, Ifo 2) 
 
Protection 
Police were intensifying foot patrols in some areas of Dagahaley following reports of harassment of Ethiopian and 

Eritrean refugees residing in the camp. 
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Webportal on Somali Displacement: 
http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php 

In connection with the upcoming verification, protection partners in Ifo agreed on strategies of conducting a 
protection mapping for all the vulnerable members of the community. Persons with special needs, especially 
those bedridden at hospital or at home, the sick referred to Nairobi or Garissa and even people in detention will 
be considered during the verification exercise at Ifo camp.  
 

In Dagahaley, four female police officers were assigned as focal points for GBV response at the police post. In Ifo 
2, community workers held briefing sessions with 57 adolescent girls on GBV basic concepts, reporting and 
referral. This was part of the Adoloscent Girls’ Mentorship Programme which aims at sensitising the girls and 
including them in prevention and response activities as well as inspiring them to become agents of change in 
their own lives and the community. Some of the girls complained of lack of support from their parents, and 
sensitisation sessions with parents were being planned in the coming weeks to ensure a better understanding of 
the objectives of the programme.  
 

In Ifo, 20 girls aged 10-17 years who had been identified as sex workers were being rehabilitated. The 17-year-
old was receiving life-skill training while the rest of the children were engaged in behavioral change training. It 
was noted that some members of the most-at-risk population (MARP) continued to be harassed as they 
accessed the hospital and interventions were being discussed on how to stop this.  
 
Material support in form of NFIs was distributed to nine safe homes in Dagahaley including solar lamps, bathing 
towels, blankets and bowls. Tents and sleeping mats will also be provided in order to secure privacy for GBV 
survivors during rescue and reduce congestion in the safe home areas. 
 
Non-Somali refugee leaders in Ifo were demanding equal access to scholarship and livelihood opportunities for 
all refugees regardless of nationality. They also highlighted challenges in safe access to firewood, exposing 
women to gender-based violence.  
 

At a meeting of the Dagahaley Elderly Persons Committee, committee members indicated their interest in 
livelihood activities such as goat and poultry keeping and multi-storey gardening or greenhouse projects. This 
would improve their diet as they said that many were unable to eat some of the food distributed. They also 
appreciated efforts of the community and agencies in ensuring their involvement in conflict resolution at the 
community level. 
 
Education 
Primary school classes in Ifo 2 were suspended for two days following a teachers’ strike demanding the provision 
of transport from Ifo to Ifo 2. After negotiations, teaching resumed. Protection monitoring conducted on 11/10 
concluded that classes had resumed; however, other concerns noted were a shortage of teachers and the poor 
state of the classrooms which could worsen with the coming rains.  
 
Youth  
Sport Aid Africa (SAA) started its sport management training with 14 youth coaches and referees with the support 
of Windle Trust Kenya (WTK) in Ifo. The training was a first product of this new partnership with SAA which 
promotes social change and peace building through sports. 
 
Water and sanitation  
The construction of 5,500 household latrines in Ifo 2 commenced. A latrine assessment had reported a gap of 
6,000 latrines in the camp, which is a serious sanitation concern, especially as the rains are starting.  
 
Shelter 
2,000 tents were being distributed to vulnerable households living in worn-out structures in Ifo 2. 
 
Environment 
Four town-hall meetings were held in Dagahaley to sensitise refugees on environmental issues with some 500 
persons attending.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


