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On his second day in office, Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon appointed Sir John 
Holmes to succeed Jan Egeland as the next 
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator.  
 

Sir John Holmes is currently the British 
Ambassador in Paris, a post he has held 
since October 2001. 

A career diplomat, he joined the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office in 1973.  He 
began his career in London, including a 
spell covering the United Nations, which 
involved a period of temporary duty at the 
1975 General Assembly as part of the British 
Mission to the UN in New York.  In 1976, he 
was appointed to the British Embassy in 
Moscow as a Second Secretary.  In 1978, he 
dealt with Lebanon and the Middle East 
peace process before being appointed 
Assistant Private Secretary to the British 
Foreign Secretary in 1982, covering the 
Middle East, Africa, Asia and Latin 
America.  In 1984, he went to the British 
Embassy in Paris as First Secretary to cover 
economic and European Union questions.   
 
He returned to London in 1987 as Assistant 
Head of the then Soviet Department in the 
FCO. In 1991 he went to India as Political, 
then Economic and Commercial Counsellor 
at the British High Commission in New 
Delhi, supervising the British aid 
programme as well as economic and 
commercial issues. 
In 1995, he was head of the European Union 
Department (External) in the FCO before 
joining the then Prime Minister John Major 
as his Private Secretary and diplomatic 
adviser.  He continued this role with Prime 
Minister Tony Blair from 1997 to 1999.  He 
was also the British G8 Sherpa during this 
time, including the British G8 Presidency of 
1998.  He was awarded a knighthood in 
1999, primarily for his role in the Northern 
Ireland peace process and the Good Friday 
Agreement. 
 
From 1999 to 2001, John Holmes was the 
British Ambassador in Lisbon, before 
moving on to Paris. He will assume his 
function on 1 March. 
 

NEW UNDER-SECRETARY-
GENERAL FOR HUMANITARIAN 
AFFAIRS

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE
FOR THE COORDINATION OF 
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS 
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HORN OF AFRICA FLOODS 

Unusually heavy rains during the months of 
October and November have turned large 
parts of the Horn of Africa into flood 
disaster areas with loss of life, massive 
displacement, and loss of livelihoods and 
assets in particularly in Kenya, Somalia,
and Ethiopia. Accumulated estimates from 
the three countries put the total number of 
affected people between 1, 5 and 1, 8 
million. 
Emergency response has being mounted by 
Governments in the affected countries, UN 
agencies, NGOs and other humanitarian 
partners. 
 

ETHIOPIA 
 

Photo: IRIN 

 
The Gode zone, Ethiopia’s South Eastern 
Somali Region, has been severely affected by 
flooding making it the worst hit zone along 
with Liben and Afder zones. Altogether, the 
unprecedented flooding is reported to have 
killed 80 people and affected approximately 
362,000 people, of which 122,500 are 
displaced. Moreover, the floods washed 
away livestock and damaged the already 
fragile infrastructure, including bridges and 
roads.  
 
A Joint Government and Humanitarian 
Partners Flash Flood Appeal of USD 7 
million has been launched on 23 November 
to meet emergency non-food requirements 
as well as medium-term rehabilitation needs 
for the flood affected areas of the Region.  
 

SOMALIA 
 

Photo: Michael Elmquist, Danish UNDAC Member

AFRICA 
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Photo: Michael Elmquist, Danish UNDAC Member.

The widespread flooding along the Shabelle 
and Juba Rivers in Somalia caused large-
scale displacement of the population from 
northern Hiran Region to southern Lower 
Juba. In the North East, heavy rains have 
affected internally displaced persons (IDP) 
in Galkayo. OCHA coordinated with local 
authorities to provide assistance, and 
launched a Flood Response Plan to 
addresses immediate life-saving 
interventions for up to 350,000 flood-
affected persons in dire need of assistance. 
The Response Plan amounted to USD 28 
millions out of which USD 10 millions have 
been funded through the Central Emergency 
Response Fund (CERF) mechanism. 
 

KENYA 
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The initial effect of the mild El Nino, which 
was a contributing factor to the flooding, 
was seen in early October when heavy rains 
caused flooding in Isiolo, Garissa, Lodwar, 
Moyale, Wajir, Mandera, and Kwale 
districts. 19 people died and 1,800 were 
displaced due to the flooding which also 
damaged the household property of 30,000 
people. Between 15 and 17 October, 
Mombasa town on the coast and Moyale in 
northern Kenya received 110 mm and 124 
mm of rain respectively.  
 

BURUNDI FLOODS 
 

Photo: OCHA field Office 

In December, torrential rains flooded seven 
provinces in Burundi causing severer 
damages to the 2006 harvest.  6000 persons 
have been temporarily displaced.  OCHA, 
FAO and WFP completed a three-day 
evaluation mission to assess the situation 
after reports of damage caused by torrential 
rains on crop harvest. 80% bean crop, which 
is one of the main foodstuffs for households, 
was destroyed in low lands. OCHA 
organized a follow-up mission to Gatumba, 
one of the most affected areas. 
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THAILAND FLOODS 

Between end of August and beginning of 
September, Thailand has been affected by 
floods from several storms including 
Typhoon Xangsane, which developed into a 
tropical depression. Thailand’s Department 
of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation 
(DDPM) reported that 47 people have been 
killed and more than 2.4 million people 
have been affected to various degrees. 

 
AFGHANISTAN FLOODS 
 
On 10 November, torrential rains in 
Western Afghanistan caused flash floods 
and the death of 66 people. 3,515 families 
have been affected, with significant loss of 
livestock. The Government of Afghanistan 
led relief efforts with the national and 
international aid community. The province 
experienced similar floods earlier this year. 
 

PHILIPPINES TYPHOON 
 

In December, Typhoon Durian caused 
widespread destruction across 13 provinces 
of the Philippines, affecting more than 1.5 
million people in 125 municipalities and 10 
cities, with 526 confirmed deaths, 740 
people missing, and some 1,000 injured. 
Durian was the most destructive typhoon 
out of the 4 typhoons that hit the 
Philippines in a span of 10 weeks from 25 
September to 1 December 2006, followed by 
another lower order typhoon on 9 
December. On 15 December 2006, to meet 
the urgent relief and early recovery needs of 
the most vulnerable persons affected by the 
four typhoons, OCHA and its partners 
launched an Appeal of USD 48 millions. The 
CERF provided a total of $2.6 million to 
support emergency relief and life-saving 
actions in the hardest-hit areas. 
 

ASIA 
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Typhoons remain the largest killers in the 
Philippines followed by earthquakes, 
volcanoes and floods. Typhoon deaths alone 
in the country total 28,812 with $5,653 
million in damages in the 20th century 
(World Bank and National Disaster 
Coordination Council (NDCC), 2004).   
 

KYRGYZSTAN EARTHQUAKE 
 

On 26 December 2006, an earthquake 
struck Kyrgyzstan with a registered 
magnitude of 5.5 on the Richter scale. The 
earthquake was also felt in neighboring 
Kazakhstan. The UN Resident Coordinator 
in Bishkek immediately established contact 
with the Ministry of Emergency Situations. 
More than 2000 houses have been severely 
damaged as well as medical and obstetric 
centres, administrative buildings and 
schools. OCHA has allocated a cash grant of 
USD 10,000 to cover immediate needs. 
 

INDONESIA FLOODS 
 

On 21 and 22 December, flash floods swept 
over the province of Aceh in Indonesia. As a 
result, up to 300,000 persons have been 
displaced in some 160 villages. The 
Provincial Government has asked the UN 
system to help coordinate and provide 
humanitarian assistance to the affected 
areas.  OCHA allocated USD 2 million in 
grant money from the Central Emergency 
Response Fund. 
 

PANAMA FLOODS 

In November, strong rains across Panama 
caused major flooding in the west of 
Panama Province, the west of Columbus 
Province and across Coclé Province.  The 
flooding caused more than 10 casualties and 
affected 4,530 people.  Over 260 houses 
have been destroyed, roads and bridges 
have been damaged with massive crops and 
livestock losses.   
 

AMERICA 
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PERU FLOODS 
 

Since December 26, heavy rains in the 
department of San Martin and Huanuco in 
the North East of Peru caused a series of 
floods and landslides, which affected more 
than 50,000 persons in the Departments of 
San Martin and Huanuco where the 
Huallaga River overflew.   
 
Some 8,900 people were affected in 
Huanuco, 36,900 in San Martin and since 
23 January an estimated 4,000 persons in 
the Department of Junin, Province of 
Chanchamayo, District of San Ramon. 6000 
hectares of food crops were washed away in 
San Martin and Huanuco and some 9,100 
houses affected and 1218 destroyed.  Some 
110 tones of aid have been sent by land and 
air in support of the distribution.  
 
The UN Emergency Technical Team 
(UNETT) carried out a joint evaluation 
mission together with Local Government 
Representatives, to San Martin and 
Huanuco alongside the Huallaga river basin. 
The mission identified the following 
priorities needs: logistical support 
(transport and evaluation), access to clean 
water (access to chlorine pills and 
reservoirs), food, sanitation, lost of crops 
and threat to school enrollment due to the 
loss of income.  
 

In response to the emergency, OCHA 
allocated a grant of US$25,000 and UNDP 
US$75,000.  
 

BOLIVIA FLOODS 
 

Heavy rains in almost all of the Bolivian 
territory have caused the overflowing of 
major rivers such as Rio Grande, Pilcomayo, 
San Juan del Oro, Bermejo among others, 
affecting several communities in at least 
seven out of the nine departments of 
Bolivia. It has caused landslides and road 
obstructions isolating some rural 
communities. The rainy season has been 
exceptionally harsh due the impact of the El 
Niño phenomenon.  Around 8,000 families, 
approximately 40,000 people, have been 
affected.  
 
The Bolivian Government has issued a 
national emergency decree, which 
undertook needs assessments in the affected 
areas, in coordination with regional and 
local authorities. UN Emergency Technical 
Team (UNETT) is coordinating immediate 
assistance to the National Emergency 
Center. WFP distributed food assistance to 
the affected families in some communities 
of Santa Cruz, Cochabamba, Potosí and 
Chuquisaca Departments. 
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Disaster Preparedness 
 
OCHA Nicaragua, Swiss Cooperation, ECHO 
and UNDP are currently working on a 
Donors Conference on Risk Management 
(RM) in Nicaragua with the objective to 
identifying all RM activities carried out by 
counterparts. This meeting is expected to 
provide a mapping of the current assistance 
in RM and should also provide an 
opportunity to discuss preparedness and 
response.  
OCHA Guatemala is assisting in finalizing 
the preparation of a shelter workshop 
organized by IFRC, which will take place 
Mid February.  The Workshop will review 
tropical storm STAN learned lessons and 
refine preparedness activities for 2007. A 
similar workshop has been organized by 
IOM  and took in Panama on 29-1February 
2007.

Toxic waste in Côte d’Ivoire – 
September, November 2006 

Photo: Peter Bareman, Netherlands UNDAC Member.

A United Nations Disaster and Assessment 
Coordination (UNDAC) team was deployed 
at the request of the government and the 
UN Humanitarian Coordinator to help deal 
with toxic waste dumped at sites throughout 
the city of Abidjan. The UNDAC team 

worked with national authorities and 
international teams to assess contaminated 
sites and support clean up. It also provided 
maps and imagery and recommended 
medium and long-term actions.  A follow up 
mission in November explored 
opportunities for capacity building with the 
government. 
 

Fires in Nagorno Karabakh – 
October 2006 - The Environmental 
Emergencies Section assisted the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) and the Global Fire 
Monitoring Centre (GFMC) in assembling 
an expert mission to examine areas affected 
by forest fires in this region. The mission, 
from October 3 to 13, assessed the short 
term and long term impact of the fires on 
the environment.  
 

Lebanon Crisis – July to 
September 2006 
In July, an estimated 10,000 to 15,000 tons 
of heavy fuel oil spilled into the 
Mediterranean Sea and contaminated the 
Lebanese and Syrian coastlines, after the 
fuel depot of a power plant, was struck 
during hostilities. EES coordinated activities 
amongst donors and international 
organizations such as the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) and the 
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency 
Response Centre (REMPEC). It deployed a 
staff member and experts to assist national 
authorities and international agencies with 
clean up operations along the coast.   
 

OCHA ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCIES SECTION 
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ISDR 
 

Lessons for a Safer Future 
The UN/ISDR report “Lessons for a Safer 
Future”, drawn on the experiences of many 
organisations and individuals during and 
following the tsunami, offers eleven lessons 
as a contribution to the ongoing process of 
learning how nations, communities and 
individuals can become better prepared for 
and reduce the risk of potential natural 
hazards. 
http://www.unisdr.org 
 

Two Years after the World 
Conference on Disaster Reduction 
An International Symposium on the 
Implementation of the Hyogo Framework 
for Action (HFA) and Recovery from 
Tsunami and Earthquake was organized on 
15-16 January 2007, in Kobe, Hyogo. 
Attended by more than 300 participants, 
the Symposium provided an important 
opportunity to share lessons and 
experiences on post-disaster recovery. It 
also provided a forum to identify what has 
been done nationally to implement the HFA. 
The experiences of Indonesia, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives, India, Pakistan, Thailand, and 
Japan underscored the necessity to 
integrate risk reduction elements into every 
aspect of the recovery process. Moreover, 
the participants highlighted the importance 
of advancing international cooperation in 
disaster risk reduction, and promoting 
“build back better” principles and adopted 
the “Kobe Communiqué - for Further 
Implementation of the Hyogo Framework 
for Action”. 

CERF CONTRIBUTION (US Dollars) 
Ethiopia floods - Nov. 06 2,027,145 
Somalia floods - Nov. 06 10,437,041 
Indonesia floods - Dec. 06 1,904,864 
Philippines Typhoon - Dec. 
06 2,598,305 

Total casualties: 21,342 
Total affected:  134.5 million 

UNDAC TEAMS DEPLOYMENTS 
Cote d'Ivoire  
Toxic Waste 
Dumping  Nov. 06 - Dec. 06 
Ethiopia floods  Nov. 06 - Dec. 06 
Somalia floods Nov. 06 - Dec. 06 
Kenya Floods Nov. 06 - Dec. 06 

SNAPSHOT: UN RESPONSE

2006 NATURAL DISASTERS 
STATISTIC BY: 
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NATURAL DISASTERS BY NUMBER 
OF DEATHS 
 

Top Ten 

Earthquake, May Indonesia 5778
Typhoon Durian, 
December Philippines 1399
Landslides, February Philippines 1112
Heat wave, July Netherlands 1000
Heat wave, July Belgium 940
Typhoon Bilis, July China, P Rep 820
Tsunami, July Indonesia 802
Cold wave, January Ukraine 801
Flash Floods, August Ethiopia 498
Typhoon Samoai, 
August  China, P Rep 373

COUNTRIES MOST HIT BY 
DISASTERS 
 

Top Ten  

China, P Rep 35
United States 26
Indonesia, Philippines 20
India 17
Afghanistan 13
Vietnam 10
Australia, Burundi and Pakistan 8
Ethiopia, Mexico, Romania 7
Germany 6

Bangladesh, Canada, Japan, 
Kenya, Russia, Malaysia, Papua 
New Guinea, Somalia 5

This Bulletin covers the period: September 2006 
to January 2007. 
 
More information can be found on relief 
Web, OCHA on line, and IRIN websites; 

 
www.reliefweb.int 

http://ochaonline.un.org 
www.irinnews.org 


