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Context overview 

� The humanitarian situation in Kenya has improved 

significantly in recent years due to good rains and sustained 

efforts in preparedness and resilience-building by the 

Government and humanitarian partners. 

� However, the recent below-average Short Rains season has 

had a negative impact on the food security situation, 

increasing the population in need of food assistance from 

850,000 in September 2013 to 1,290,000 in January 2014. 

� This situation is likely to deteriorate following below-average 

rainfall in eastern parts of the country during March and 

April 2014. 

� This situation requires both immediate action in food 

assistance and long-term efforts in resilience building. 

� Since the beginning of the conflict in South Sudan in mid-

December 2013, over 37,000 new refugees have arrived in 

Kenya. According to the latest UNHCR estimates, a total of 

100,000 South Sudanese refugees could arrive by year end. 

� Inter-communal conflict continues to affect communities in 

hot spot areas of the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASALs). In 

late May and early June conflict in the areas bordering Wajir 

and Mandera led to the death of 30 people and has affected 

more than 78,000 people.  

Key findings 

� The number of food insecure people in January 2014 has 

increased from 850,000 to 1,290,000 due to the below-

average 2013 Short Rains season. 

� 56% of the acutely food insecure population is located in the 

pastoral northern areas of Garissa, Isiolo, Mandera, Wajir, 

Turkana, Marsabit and Samburu Counties. 

� The food security situation could deteriorate further 

between July and September due to below-average rainfall 

in March and April. 

� The expected caseload in nutrition for 2014 is 135,976 

Severely Acute Malnutrition cases and 350,691 Moderate 

Acute Malnutrition cases. 

Key findings 
� The expected urban caseload in nutrition is 32,322 (21,960 in 

Nairobi, 6,058 in Kisumu and 4,304 in Mombasa). 

� Pastoral areas are the most affected by malnutrition with 

Mandera, Turkana, Marsabit, Wajir, Tana River, Samburu and 

Garissa Counties in a serious to very critical nutritional status.  

� The nutrition situation is likely to deteriorate in Turkana, 

Mandera, Marsabit, Baringo and West Pokot in the next two 

months.  

� Continuous support for peace-building is needed in conflict 

hotspot areas including Moyale (Marsabit County), and 

Mandera, Wajir and Tana River Counties. 

� $12.8 million is required to meet additional needs in the food 

assistance sector and to cover immediate shortfalls in nutrition 

($7.6 million for food assistance and $5.2 million for nutrition)  

� $9.9 million is required to ensure adequate stocks of emergency 

shelter, NFI, WASH and health supplies to respond to anticipated 

humanitarian needs in the second half of the year (as a result of 

inter-communal violence, flooding and disease outbreaks). 

� 37,736 new South Sudanese refugees arrived in Kenya since 15 

December 2013 and the total number of new refugees could 

reach 100,000 by the end of 2014. 

� The nutrition status of new refugees in Kakuma is above 

emergency levels with 16.3% GAM and 10.4% SAM according to 

the screening of new arrivals from 11 to 17 May. 

� The establishment of a new camp is needed in Kakuma as the 

overall capacity of 150,000 refugees has been surpassed and the 

influx form South Sudan is expected to continue at least until the 

end of 2014. UNHCR lacks resources for the development of a 

new camp should land eventually be allocated by GoK. 

� Continuous humanitarian support for Somali refugees is needed, 

as the necessary conditions for return are not yet in place due to 

the worsening humanitarian situation in Somalia. Funding is 

required to support the continuation of services in Dadaab. 

� Close monitoring of the deportation of Somalis to Mogadishu 

and relocation of refugees to camps is needed to ensure the 

rights of refugees and asylum seekers are respected. 

 

�  Total Population of Kenya 43,180,000

�  Food Insecure Population 1,290,000

�  Caseload SAM 135,976

�  Caseload MAM 350,691

�  Total number of Refugees in Kenya 553,000

�  Somali Refugees 426,226

�  South Sudan Refugees 82,000

�  New South Sudanese refugees since 

15/12/13 37,736
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Key Information about the humanitarian situation 

Food Security  

� Food production in Kenya is mainly rain dependent and focused around the Short Rains and 

the Long Rains seasons
1
 (SRA 2013).  

� The country can broadly be separated into two main zones consisting of the Arid and Semi-

Arid Lands (ASALs) and medium- to high-rainfall cropping and livestock zones (SRA 2013). 

� The Short Rains season usually takes place from October to December and leads to ~15% of 

the total maize production in Kenya. This season is also important in terms of pasture growth 

for the northern and north-eastern drylands (e.g. Mandera, Wajir, Garissa Counties). It is also 

the main cropping season in south-western marginal agricultural areas (EU JRC 2014). 

� The 2013 Short Rains season started approximately three to four weeks later than in previous 

years, and rainfall was below average, with much of the pastoral and south-eastern and 

coastal marginal agricultural areas receiving below 80% of average. The temporal and spatial 

distribution was also poor (SRA 2013) 

� As a result of the expected below-average maize availability, wholesale maize prices have 

started to increase in early January. Normally, price increases linked to the availability of 

maize are felt from March. This increase had a direct impact on market food accessibility for 

the vulnerable households (SRA 2013).  

� The pastoral areas in northern and eastern Kenya experienced extremely good vegetation 

growth in the first part of 2013, but this deteriorated during the last three months of the year, 

and reached a low level in January 2014 with pockets of drought in Turkana, Marsabit, Wajir 

and Garissa Counties. In January 2014 the food security situation in several pastoral areas 

worsened, passing from Stressed (IPC Phase 2) to Crisis (IPC Phase 3). The drought severity in 

these areas is not comparable to previous bad years such as 2009 and 2011, but is 

exacerbated by local conflicts and drought management difficulties (EU JRC 2014). 

� The combined effects of a below-average performance of the October to December Short 

Rains along with higher-than-normal temperatures and increasing food prices culminated in 

an increase in the population in need. Compared to August 2013, the population in need of 

immediate food assistance or the population facing food shortage due to shocks increased 

from 0.85 million to 1.3 million people despite various interventions still in place (EU JRC 

2014).  

� 56% of the acutely food insecure population is located in the pastoral north in Garissa, Isiolo, 

Mandera, Wajir, Turkana, Marsabit and Samburu Counties. (FEWSNET 04.2014) 

 

 

� The food security situation following the Short Rains season 

was worse than the FEWS NET prediction in November for the 

period January to March 2014. An updated map was produced 

in February 2014 taking into account the result of the SRA 2013 

(FEWS NET 02.2014). 

� The Long Rains season started on time in March but the 

irregular temporal and spatial distribution might have a 

negative impact on crop and livestock production (FEWSNET 

04.2014). 

� According to FEWSNET analysis, the food security situation will 

slightly improve between April and June but will further 

deteriorate between July and September due to the irregular 

and below-average performance of the Long Rains season. 

FEWS NET: Prediction April to June and July to September 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

� Despite a good start of the Long Rains season with a March rainfall average well above the 20-

year average, a severe deficit of rainfall has been reported in April for the western part of the 

country (WFP 05.2014). 

 

                                                             
1
 Seasonal calendar at the end of the document 

FEWSNET - February 2014 
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� The worst affected areas are Turkana, 

West Pokot, Baringo, the northern part 

of Mandera and south-western part of 

the country. 

� The food security situation in Turkana 

and the northern part of Mandera is 

fragile following the poor Short Rains 

season and the situation is expected to 

deteriorate further until the end of the 

lean season in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nutrition 

Children at risk of malnutrition from Short RainsAssessment 2013  

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

� The National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) monthly monitoring in Turkana County 

indicates a slow increase of the children at risk of malnutrition since June 2013. This increase 

follows the Long-Term 

Average until January with 

21.4% (EU JRC 2014). But 

the March value is abov 

average with 26.22% of 

children at risk of 

malnutrition (NDMA 

03.2014). 

� The nutrition situation in 

the south-eastern and 

costal marginal agricultural 

livelihoods zone is better 

than the rest of the 28 

Counties monitored by 

NDMA on a monthly basis, 

with less than 9.9% GAM 

rates. NDMA MUAC surveillance does not indicate any unusual or large increase in malnutrition 

in these areas, except for Tharaka sub-county (EU JRC 04.2014) 

 

� According to the Short Rains Assessment in 2013, the percentage of children `at risk’ of 

malnutrition based on Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) data remained stable and 

below 2008-2012 national average. Admissions to the supplementary feeding programme

were low compared to 2009 and 2011 during the two last droughts. Those two factors shows 

that the nutrition situation has not been severely affected by the below-average Short Rains. 

(SRA 2013). 

� Despite the fact that nutrition indicators remain at seasonal norms in most parts of the 

country, these norms are very high in parts of Turkana and Mandera, and GAM rates above 

15% clearly require an adequate understanding of the underlying causes (EU JRC 2014). 

� The percentage of children at-risk of malnutrition in Marsabit County increased from 19% in 

October to 29% in January. This increase is above the Long Term Average (SRA 2013). 

� According the Nutrition Sector, the expected caseload for 2014 is 138,504 Severely Acute 

Malnutrition cases and 345,947 Moderate Acute Malnutrition cases. (05.2014). 
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� Pastoral areas are the most affected with Mandera, Turkana, Marsabit, Wajir Tana River, 

Samburu and Garissa Counties in a serious to very critical nutritional status. 

� The expected urban caseload is 32,322 with 21,960 in Nairobi, 6,058 in Kisumu and 4,304 in 

Mombasa (Nutrition Sector 2014).  

� Insecurity and localized conflicts in parts of Marsabit, Turkana, Mandera, Wajir, and Garissa

Counties have led to displacement, disruption of markets, and have had a negative impact on 

the nutrition situation (Nutrition sector 05.2014). 

� A better understanding of the 

underlying factors of malnutrition is 

needed. This includes the impact of 

water-borne disease, access to safe 

water and access to sanitation 

facilities (WASH sector 2014). 

� The nutrition situation is likely to 

deteriorate in Turkana, Mandera, 

Marsabit, West Pokot and East Pokot 

(Baringo County) in the next two 

months. The situation will however 

be determined by the March-May 

rainfall and the security situation 

(Nutrition Sector 05.2014). 

 

 

Refugees 

� Kenya hosts the largest population of Somali refugees in the world with 423,377 Somali refugees 

reported as 17 May 2014. 336,495 refugees are in Dadaab camp, 54,488 in Kakuma camp and 

32,394 urban refugees are in Nairobi (UNHCR 05.2014). 

� A notable decrease in the number of Somali refugees has been observed since January 2014, 

from 477,491 to 423,377 at present (UNHCR 05.2014). It is assumed that some of the refugees 

have spontaneously returned to Somalia and others have left the camps for urban centres in 

Kenya or for third countries.  

� The dry conditions and the continued insecurity in Somalia could lead to an emergency situation 

(OCHA 04.2014). This situation is a constraint to the expected refugee return in 2014. 

� On 25 March 2014, the government of Kenya ordered the relocation of urban refugees to the 

official camps of Kakuma and Dadaab. Since then, refugees have been relocated form urban 

centres to the camps. Somalis constitute the largest group. 

� 95 cases of deportation of Somali nationals to Mogadishu have been observed since early April 

2014. UNHCR has faced challenges in ensuring that refugees are not affected by the deportation 

as information is not systematically shared by the GoK on time. (UNHCR 05.2014). 

� Before 15 December 2013, Kenya hosted 45,239 South Sudanese refugees in Kakuma. Since the 

beginning of the conflict in South Sudan 37,736 new South Sudanese refugees have arrived 

bringing the total number to 82,975 South Sudanese refugees (UNHCR 06.2014). There total

number of unaccompanied minors and separated children has reached 3,384 and 11,395 

respectively. There is an urgent need to develop a new site as the expanded part of the Kakuma 

camp has now been fully occupied by new refugees and the camp’s population has surpassed 

160,000. Negotiations with the GoK and local communities are ongoing.   

� According to the most recent planning figures by UNHCR, a total of 100,000 new arrivals from 

South Sudan can be expected by the end of the year due to the food security crisis and 

continuous fighting (UNHCR 05.2014). 

� The malnutrition status of the new refugees in Kakuma is worrying with 16.3% of GAM and 

10.4% of SAM according to the screening of new arrivals from South Sudan from 11 to 17 May 

(UNHCR 05.2014). 

� A measles outbreak occurred in early January in Kakuma camp and a total of 171 suspected and 

confirmed cases were admitted to hospital with only one death reported. The outbreak is 

contained as no new case has been verified since 19 of April (UNHCR 05.2014). 
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Conflict Flood 

� The areas most affected by inter-communal conflict include Moyale (in Marsabit County), 

Mandera, Wajir, Turkana and Tana River Counties. The number of deaths and injuries 

remained comparable between 2012 and 2013, however the number of people displaced by 

such violence reduced. Whereas by end-2012 503 people had been killed, 1,315 had been 

injured and 116,074 had been displaced, by end-2013, 488 people had been killed, 1,270 had 

been injured and 55,060 people been displaced (OCHA 01.2014). 

� In many cases returning IDPs remain insecure in areas of return due to lack of reconciliation 

between displaced and reintegration communities (Shelter Sector Strategy 2014-16). 

� Conflicts have significant but localized effects on the communities. Conflicts such as those in 

Marsabit and Turkana Counties have negative impacts on food security as they constrain 

market access in pastoral livelihoods where households are market dependent (SRA 2013). 

� Inter-communal conflict in the border areas of Mandera and Wajir in late May and early June

led to the death of 30 people, the displacement of more than 13,800 people and affected 

more than 78,000 people in Wajir and Mandera South. (IFRC. 06.2014) 

� During the fighting that erupted in December 2013 in Moyale town, 51,000 people were

displaced both internally and across the border into Ethiopia; most of them returned from 

Ethiopia in January 2014 (OCHA 01.2014). 

� The considerable destruction of house and water infrastructure in Moyale could be a 

constraint for returns. An assessment is needed to get a clear picture of the recovery needs 

for the area (Shelter Sector 2014). 

� The Shelter Sector estimates that 40,000 people could be affected by conflict and require

assistance in 2014. 

� Regular seasonal floods affect various parts of the country. The following areas experience floods 

almost every year: 

o Nyanza Province – Kano plains, Nyakach area, Rachuonyo and Migori 

o Western Province – Budalangi  

o Coast Province – Kilifi, Kwale and the Tana River Basin 

o North Eastern Province – Garissa, Wajir and Ijara (WES assessment 2013) 

� The Shelter Sector estimates that 120,000 people might be affected by natural hazards such as 

floods and landslides and will need assistance in 2014. 

� Several sources estimate a high probability that El Nino will impact weather conditions in Kenya in 

the last quarter of 2014 and might be as strong as 1997-1998. The direct impact would be a risk of 

floods which would affect the Short Rains season crops and induce large displacement (RFSNWG 

2014). 

� In the last quarter of 1997, the heavy rains as a result of the El Nino had severely impacted the 

Horn of Africa. In Kenya, the serious floods caused loss of life, extensive damage to infrastructure 

and housing. A large proportion of the population in the affected areas were displaced. The areas 

worst affected included Coast Province, North Eastern Province and parts of Eastern Province. The 

traditional crops of the Short Rains seasons have been heavily affected just before the harvest 

(FAO 1998). 

 

Key Characteristics of Population  

� The total population in Kenya is 43,180,000 in 2012 (WB 2012). 

� 45.9% of the population are living under the poverty line (WB 2005). 

� Under-5 mortality rate: 72.9 /1,000. Maternal mortality rate: 400 / 100,000 

� Urban population: 10,534,344 people – 24.4% of the total population (WB 2012) 

� The country can be separated in two main livelihood zones consisting of the Arid and Semi-

Arid Lands (ASALS) and the medium- to high-rainfall cropping and livestock zone (SRA 2013) 

� Almost 80% of the country is comprised of arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs), which are home

to over 10 million people (WES assessment 2013). 

� 29% of the rural population has access to improved sanitation facilities and 17% practice 

open defecation (JMP 2014).  

� 55% of the rural population has access to improved water sources (WB 2012). 

� Rural and peri-urban areas in the ASALs have lowest latrine coverage. Coverage is 11%, 1%, 

14% and 20% in Samburu, Baringo, Turkana and Mandera respectively (WESCOORD 2014). 

Usual year seasonal calendar – FEWS NET 12.2013 
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Response Capacity  Information gaps and needs 

Local and National Response Capacity 

� The National Drought Management Authority (NDMA) and the National 

Disaster Operation Centre (NDOC) are the main entry points for 

coordination of humanitarian partners.  

� NDMA has responsibility for the coordination of drought-related 

preparedness and response and climate change adaption.  This includes 

Disaster Risk Reduction, information and knowledge management, rapid 

response and coordination at national level and in the ASAL Counties.   

NDMA has presence throughout the ASALs. 

� The Kenya Red Cross Society is the designated first line responder and has 

presence throughout the country. 

� At county level, the County Steering Groups and/or County Disaster 

Management Committees support the County Governments as the main 

coordination fora at County level for disaster preparedness and response.  

� Under the chairmanship of Government of Kenya’s Office of the 

Presidency, the Kenya Food Security Meeting (KFSM) is the main 

coordinating body for food security actors. The Kenya Food Security 

Steering Group, the technical arm of KFSM, continues to coordinate the 

twice yearly Long and Short Rains Assessments in collaboration with WFP, 

FAO, Line Ministries and a number of UN agencies and NGOs.  

� There are nine technical sectors (Agriculture and Livestock, Education, 

Food Assistance, Health, Nutrition, Protection, Shelter and NFI, and WASH) 

which are led by Government Ministries with coordination support from 

UN agencies.  In addition, UNHCR supports the Department of Refugee 

Affairs in coordinating and leading refugee assistance. 

� The devolution process transferred responsibilities and resources from 

national level to the county level. This provides opportunity for improved

disaster preparedness and response but requires additional support to 

ensure appropriate technical capacities are in place. 

International Response Capacity 

� The Kenya Humanitarian Partnership Team (KHPT) will remain as a forum 

for shared situation analysis, planning and decision-making among 

humanitarian partners (UN, NGO, KRCS, and donors) at senior level. The 

frequency of meetings has been reduced to quarterly with the option to 

meet on an ad-hoc basis should the situation require it. 

� The Inter-Sector Working Group (ISWG) brings together the UN co-

coordinators of the technical sector and the UN/NGO cross-cutting issues 

focal points in order to support information sharing and coordinated 

planning and response activities. The ISWG meets monthly. 

� The Kenya Inter-agency Rapid Assessment (KIRA) initiative which began 

in 2012 has introduced a mechanism and tool for coordinated 

assessments.  This is an interagency initiative with joint leadership from 

NDOC, KRCS, OCHA, UNICEF, Red R, and ACAPS.   

� Given the improvement of the humanitarian situation, the Emergency

Humanitarian Response Plan has been discontinued in 2014. However,

humanitarian organisations have developed a humanitarian framework 

which outlines collective priorities for preparedness and response.  The 

Kenya Emergency Response Fund (ERF) is no longer operational. 

 
 

 Food 

Assistance 

Nutrition Shelter & 

NFI 

WASH Health 

Immediate 

gap 

$7.6 m $ 5.2 m $ 4.5 m $4.6 m $0.8 m 

Annual 

programing 

$100 m $ 5.2 m 
2
  $4.5 m $ 9.5 m $4.6 m 

Annual Gap     $72.3 m $ 5.2 m      $4.5 m  $ 8.6 m $2.5 m 

� Between May and June 2014,

several SMART surveys are 

ongoing and the results are 

expected around August. This 

will provide an update on the 

nutrition status and caseload 

for 2014. 

� Most of the surveys in Kenya 

have been conducted on the 

basis of the previous 

administrative divisions (per 

district) and desegregated 

indicators datasets per County 

or sub-County are missing. 

� An improved understanding of 

the structural causes of 

malnutrition is needed. 

� A standardized population 

movement tracking is needed 

in order to get a better 

understanding of the dynamics

of displacement and return 

following conflict or flood. 

� After a sudden-onset crisis like 

conflict or flood, a rapid needs 

assessment is conducted most 

of the time but there is often

no assessment on recovery 

needs for the affected 

population. 
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 To be updated after annual work plan 3 discussions of MoH nutrition unit 


