
About the Nigeria INGO Forum 
The purpose of the INGO Forum is to provide an 

inclusive space for INGOs to develop and employ 

collective strategies and approaches to enhance the 

overall effectiveness and efficiency of humanitarian 

and development initiatives throughout Nigeria. As a 

platform for International NGOs operating in Nigeria, 

the Forum serves as a hub for effective humanitarian 

response, information sharing, advocacy and 

collaborative work between international organizations, 

local partners and the Nigerian Government. 

The Nigeria International NGO Forum (INGO Forum) 

currently comprises of 26 members, 10 prospective 

members, and 4 observers active in the humanitarian 

and development fields in Nigeria. The INGO Forum 

welcomes the recent new membership of four new 

organizations: 

•  Médecins du Monde (MDM) or Doctors of the 

World enables excluded individuals and their 

communities to access health and fight for universal 

access to healthcare. MDM recently started 

operations in the Northeast in October 2016 with 

interventions in Jere LGA of Borno State. 

•  FHI 360‘s work in Nigeria addresses a broad range 

of human development challenges including 

combating HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, 

access to reproductive health, strengthening health 

care delivery systems, food security and education.  

FHI 360 has been in operation in the Northeast for six 

years with interventions in Adamawa, Borno, Yobe, 

Bauchi, Taraba and Gombe. 

•  Street Child is a UK charity that aims to create 

educational opportunities for vulnerable children.

•  Center for Civilians in Conflict (CIVIC), helps 

civilians caught in the midst of armed conflict by 

working directly with people who have the power 

to transform the planning, conduct, and aftermath 

of conflicts for civilians.

Aisha and daughter Maryam, waiting for monthly food assistance that feeds a family of ten. “It is difficult to find work 
so there is not enough money to feed all of us” says Aisha. Photo credit: Rosalyn Velds/NRC (Maiduguri, Dec 2016).
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The Oslo Humanitarian Conference on Nigeria and the 
Lake Chad Region was a major focus of the humanitarian 
community in Nigeria during the month of February. It 
provided an opportunity to contribute towards a better 
understanding of the humanitarian crisis in the region and 
mobilize the international community towards responding 
by providing support to address people in need. The INGO 
Forum organized series of Oslo consultation meetings with 
various stakeholders in Nigeria, including:

•  A dinner meeting hosted by the Royal Norwegian 
Ambassador, HE Jens-Petter Kjemprud, and the Chief 
Humanitarian Coordinator ECC, Dr Ayoade Alakija, to 
discuss key INGO issues.

•  Field visit with 14 donors who visited Maiduguri as a 
precursor to the Oslo Conference on Nigeria and the 
Lake Chad Region. During the meetings, the INGO 
Forum contributed to policy briefs on key thematic areas 
of education, nutrition, returns and resilience building. 

•  The INGO Forum also mobilized heads and 
representatives of civil society networks and coalitions 
including the Nigeria Network of NGOs (NNNGO), 
Network of Civil Society Organizations in Borno 
(NECSOB), Caritas Foundation, Civil Society Coalition 
for Poverty Eradication (CISCOPE), Nigeria Farmers 
Association and the Development Centre (DRPH). These 
CSO Networks widely consulted with their constituents 
who then came up with a CSO position statement here 
and selected representatives (Ambassador of Peace 
Ahmed Shehu and Mrs. Fatima S. Imam of NECSOB) to 
make a presentation at Oslo Humanitarian Conference 
on 23-24th February 2017.

•  The INGO Forum members drafted a joint advocacy brief 
called Seven Steps to Saving Lives and Assisting People in 
Nigeria and The Lake Chad Region. The advocacy brief 

was signed on to by 33 NGOs and represented what the 
Nigerian humanitarian NGO community recommended 
as a concrete set of reforms needed to strengthen the 
collective response to the crisis and long term needs 
in the region. In total, pledges for financial support 
surpassed USD 672 million. The Conference Chair’s 
Outcome Statement is here and the OCHA summary 
is here. We congratulate all Humanitarian partners that 
mobilized for and participated in this event.

OTHER KEY INGO FORUM ENGAGEMENTS 
IN FEBRUARY 2017: 

•  Nigeria Humanitarian Country-based Pool Fund 
(CBPF) – input into the scoping mission to establish 
CBPF 

•  Meeting with Gregory Gottlieb, Assistant 
Administrator for the Bureau for Democracy, Conflict 
and Humanitarian Assistance (USAID/DCHA). 

•  Bilateral meetings with ECHO and USAID/DART

•  INGO mobilization and trainings for Cadre Harmonisé 
analysis

•  Global survey for Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator 
(DHC) role

•  Contingency planning for Abuja Airport closure

•  HCT restructuring including selection of INGO 
representatives and review of Terms of Reference

•  INGO Forum internal review processes including 
coordination, strategy and security management 
planning

•  Meetings with Emergency Telecommunications 
Sector (ETS) and Humanitarian Hub management 
task force

The Nigeria INGO Forum pushed forward with advocacy and coordination in February, using the Oslo 
Humanitarian Conference on Nigeria and the Lake Chad Region to engage donors, mobilize civil society 
and publish an advocacy brief on recommendations which need to be implemented for a robust response. 

Nigeria INGO Forum & Norwegian CSOs  
drive Oslo Conference advocacy

Oslo Humanitarian Conference on Nigeria and the Lake Chad Region on 24 February. Photo: MFA/Oslo / Ken Opprann

http://gyroconference.event123.no/pop.cfm?FuseAction=Doc&pAction=View&pDocumentId=71235
http://www.oslohumanitariancivilsocietymeeting2017.org/programcivil.cfm
http://www.oslohumanitariancivilsocietymeeting2017.org/programcivil.cfm
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/outcome_statement/id2540310/?utm_source=www.regjeringen.no&utm_medium=epost&utm_campaign=Aktuelt+fra+Utenriksdepartementet-25.02.2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/oslo-humanitarian-conference-nigeria-and-lake-chad-region-raises-672-million-help
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Food distribution by UN/INGO partners in Banki IDP Camp, Borno State (photo by Utenriksdeptmentet UD; Aug 2016)

IN-FOCUS:
Food Security  

and Livelihoods  
NRC’s response in  

Nigeria’s Food Crisis

“I used to be a pastoral and grain farmer. I had land in Gwoza. 
The violence changed everything.” Saleh, NRC food assistance and 

livelihoods beneficiary. (photo: Rosalyn Velds/NRC)

MRC provides food assistance through e-vouchers, which are 
designed to protect beneficiaries from inflation through negotiation 
of fixed prices between vendors and NRC in advance of distribution. 
(photo: Rosalyn Velds/NRC )

NORWEGIAN REFUGEE COUNCIL (NRC)

Food assistance has become a crucial lifeline 
for many Nigerians who have been affected by 
the insurgency. Late in 2016, the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) reported that at 
least 5.1 million people face acute food insecurity in 
the north-eastern states. To alleviate the pressure on 
the most vulnerable communities outside of camps, 
NRC is providing food and livelihoods assistance in 
Maiduguri and Jere LGAs. 

Saleh, an NRC food assistance and livelihoods 
beneficiary, stands in line at an NRC food distribution 
in Maiduguri. With a family of 12 to feed, food 
assistance is critical; “I used to be a pastoral and grain 
farmer, I had land in Gwoza. The violence changed 
everything,” says Saleh. In 2014, he fled with his 
family to Maiduguri, 135 km from his hometown, to 
escape the violence that caused many people to go 
missing or lose their lives. “They burnt our huts, our 
land is gone. I have nothing left.”

In addition to food assistance, Saleh also receives 
assistance under the Income Generating Activities 
component of NRC’s Food Security and Livelihoods 
programme. With business skills training and financial 

support, Saleh is looking to grow tomatoes to sell on 
the market in order to make a living and provide for 
his family. “I am a farmer, farming is what I know. I do 
not have enough land or means for pastoral farming 
anymore, but I can grow tomatoes. I have to try my 
best for my family.”

NRC provides food assistance through an e-voucher 
modality. To provide food assistance, NRC registers 
beneficiaries, prints and distributes smart cards to 
beneficiaries and provides selected food vendors with 
the electronic e-transfer technology devices, which 
are used to process the food purchases. Through 
this mechanism, NRC reached 2,627 households in 
2016. To date, NRC has provided food assistance in 
host communities and informal camps in Maiduguri 
and Jere LGAs.

The lack of access to food compounds an already 
critical humanitarian situation, which renders an 
estimated 15 million people in need of humanitarian 
assistance. The current food security situation is 
reaching alarming levels with potentially catastrophic 
consequences if left without a coordinated, strong 
response from humanitarian actors.



KEY EVENTS IN  
FEBRUARY 2017

ADVOCACY WORKING GROUP 
3 February

ROYAL NORWEGIAN EMBASSY 
MEETING  
11 February

DONORS MISSION TO NORTH 
EAST NIGERIA  
13 – 17 February

HUMANITARIAN MANAGERS 
WORKING GROUP 
15 February 

INGO PLENARY ASSEMBLY 
21 February

SPECIAL HCT MEETING  
20 February

CADRE HARMONISÉ TRAINING 
WORKSHOP 
20 – 24 February

OSLO HUMANITARIAN  
CONFERENCE 
23 - 24 February

Did You Know?

CONTACT US: Drake Ssenyange, INGO Forum Coordinator, ingoco.ng@acf-intgernational.org, Tel. +234 7011552232 
Jubril Shittu Agbolade, INGO Forum Support Manager, ingoforum.ng@acf-international.org, Tel. +234 7011034231

FORUM MEMBERS’ PRODUCTS

Seven Steps to Saving People and Assisting People in Nigeria and Lake Chad Region: 
INGO Forum Joint Advocacy Paper for the Oslo Conference
http://oslohumanitariancivilsocietymeeting2017.org 
Borno: Humanitarian Situation in Newly Accessible Areas
https://www.acaps.org/country/nigeria/special-reports 
Nigeria-Northeast Humanitarian Emergency Situation Report No. 5 (As Of 09 
February 2017)
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nigeria/document/nigeria-
northeast-humanitarian-emergency-situation-report-no-5-09 
Nigeria: ICRC Delivers Food To 25,000 People In Rann 
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nigeria-icrc-delivers-food-25000-people-rann
INGO Statement on “deep concern about the dire food security and nutrition 
situation in the Lake Chad Region”
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/attention-participants-international-
conference-lake-chad-oslo-24-february-2017
INGO Forum Post Newsletter Issue 4, January 2017
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/INGO.pdf  
INGO Forum Post Newsletter Issue 3, November
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-3-
november 
INGO Forum Post Newsletter Issue 2, October 2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-2-
october-2016 
INGO Forum Post Newsletter Issue 1, September 2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-1-
september-2016

P4

Supported by:

FOOD INSECURE PEOPLE: 88% of people in need of food assistance 
are living in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe out of 5.8M IN THE NORTH 
EAST: OCHA (Feb 2017)

UN Security Council begins Lake Chad Region trip FOCUSED ON 
BOKO HARAM.  http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/na-
tion-world/world/article136163483.html 

Adamawa State Government Sets up Committee on the  
CLOSURE OF IDP CAMP Source: The Herald, (January 4, 2017)

“Boko Haram gave me N200 TO DETONATE EXPLOSIVES” says 
18-YEAR-OLD SUICIDE BOMBER. Vanguard Nigeria (Feb, 2017)

WFP NEEDS a total of US$ 208 MILLION for its HUMANITARIAN 
RESPONSE in Northeast Nigeria over the next six months  
(January-June 2017), of which US$ 181 million has yet to be 
found.WFP SitRep #05, Dec 31, 2016

“Boko Haram has inflicted DAMAGES to the tune of 9 BILLION 
US DOLLARS in the region” – Governor of Borno State,  
HE  Kassim Shettima, Sahara reporters, 15 February 2017

Nigeria is suffering from VIOLENT EXTREMISM at the same time  
as it is dealing with LOW OIL PRICES AND AN ECONOMIC  
RECESSION… we also need all the help and support we can get 
from the international community” - Geoffrey Onyeama, Nigeria’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, at the 2017 Oslo conference 

http://oslohumanitariancivilsocietymeeting2017.org
https://www.acaps.org/country/nigeria/special-reports
https://www.acaps.org/country/nigeria/special-reports
https://www.acaps.org/country/nigeria/special-reports
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nigeria-icrc-delivers-food-25000-people-rann
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/attention-participants-international-conference-lake-chad-oslo-24-february-2017
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/attention-participants-international-conference-lake-chad-oslo-24-february-2017
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/INGO.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-3-november
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-3-november
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-2-october-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-2-october-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-1-september-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/nigeria-ingo-forum-post-newsletter-issue-1-september-2016

