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Haiti Cholera Update 
Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

 

 
 
Overview 
 
After enduring a powerful 7.0 magnitude earthquake in January this year, and a Category 1 
Hurricane (Tomas) in November, Haitian residents continue to face adversity, now battling a 
widespread cholera epidemic that has persisted to afflict tens of thousands throughout the poor 
nation. Hurricane Tomas brought heavy rains that triggered floods in early November, 
overflowing sanitary installations and contaminating drinking water, which exacerbated the 
cholera situation that emerged in late October. According to the Haitian Ministry of Public Health 
and Population (MSPP) on Tuesday (November 30), as of Saturday (November 27), the 
cumulative number of cholera hospital visits has reached 77,208, including 1,751 confirmed 
deaths. The Ministry of Health has also tallied 34,248 hospitalized patients, and reported an 
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overall case mortality rate, which includes deaths outside hospitals, as 2.3 percent, the Pan 
American Health Organization (PAHO) reported.   
 
While Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, has tallied 10,542 hospital visits and 164 deaths, the 
hardest hit province by cholera continues to be northern Artibonite, confirming 760 dead. Only 
one of Haiti’s 10 provinces, Nippes, has yet to confirm a single cholera death, according to the 
Indo-Asian News Service on Tuesday (November 30). 
 
PAHO also reported neighboring Dominican Republic’s Minister of Health saying that as of 
Sunday (November 28), nine cases of cholera have been confirmed, with one case being 
imported. The remaining eight are from Santo Domingo Este (4), Navarrete (3) and Santa 
Domingo Norte (1) municipality.   
 
Haiti’s current President, Rene Preval, chaired two meetings of the Health Cluster, the 
coordinating body for relief agencies’ health interventions, last week (November 23 and 25), 
where he emphasized the Government of Haiti’s (GoH) commitment to working closely with 
relief agencies to facilitate a collaborative cholera response, the US Agency for International 
Development Disaster Assistance Response Team (USAID/DART) reported on Friday 
(November 26). As of Wednesday (December 1), the MSPP, PAHO/World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the International Organization for Migrations (IOM) have completed an assessment 
of 80 health facilities for ramping up cholera treatment. Among these sites, 38 were deemed 
suitable for the establishment of Cholera Treatment Units (CTUs) or Oral rehydration Posts 
(ORPs). The International Organization for Migration (IOM), last week, set up structures for 103 
ORPs, and their plans include the creation of 250 ORPs to provide first-line cholera treatment in 
camps, which are prioritized according to environmental risks and poor coverage by sanitation 
and health services. Also working closely with PAHO/WHO, UN’s Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has put together a list of the infrastructure, institutional and 
personnel needs to respond to the epidemic. According to PAHO/WHO and CDC calculations, 
an estimated 400,000 people are at risk of becoming ill, with half of the cases occurring in the 
first three months. As of Monday (November 29), there are 40 Cholera Treatment Centers 
(CTCs), with an average bed capacity of 100 to 200 beds. The total needed is 50, according to 
PAHO. 
 
Earlier, as cholera cases continued to rapidly rise, the frustration and anger of Haitians over the 
cholera situation turned violent on November 15 when hundreds of protestors clashed with UN 
troops in the northern city of Cap Haitian in the province of Nord, accusing Nepalese 
peacekeepers of being the source of the cholera outbreak. As a result of the protests, two 
Haitians were killed and at least 20 were injured, the Agence France-Presse (AFP) reported. 
The UN has probed the allegations, and has taken samples from latrines, kitchens and water 
supply at the suspect Nepalese camp in Mirebalais, which is downstream of the banks of the 
Artibonite River, where Haitian officials believe the first cholera cases were detected. As of 
Monday (November 29), Edmond Mulet, head of the UN mission in Haiti, said no UN soldier, 
police officer nor civilian official has tested positive for cholera. (AFP, Nov. 29) 
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According to the WHO’s Cholera in Haiti update on November 24, civil unrest in mid-November 
hampered several aid activities, including the delivery of supplies for prevention and treatment 
of patients, particularly in the Cap Haitian. Additionally, trainings on cholera treatment and 
initiatives to chlorinate water for 300,000 people had to be delayed.  
 
Background 
 
Immediately following January’s earthquake, outbreaks of the bacterial disease, cholera, were 
considered unlikely in Haiti, as the disease had not been recorded in the country for decades. 
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) notes two conditions having to be 
present for a cholera outbreak: 1) there must be significant breaches in the water, sanitation and 
hygiene infrastructure used by groups of people, permitting large-scale exposure to food or 
water contaminated with Vibrio cholerae organisms; and 2) cholera must be present in the 
population. Both conditions now exist in Haiti, and as of Tuesday (November 30), the origins of 
the cholera epidemic and how it was re-introduced to Haiti after being confirmed on October 21, 
2010, continue to be unknown, although examinations performed by the CDC report that it has 
been caused by a strain that is found in southern Asia. Cholera specialist Professor Renaud 
Piarroux has told the AFP that the world had not seen cholera spread so quickly since an 
outbreak in Goma, in eastern Congo, in 1994. 
 
Cholera is an acute diarrheal illness caused by the infection of the intestine with the bacterium 
Vibrio cholerae. It is a highly contagious water-borne disease that is mainly transmitted through 
contaminated water and food. Symptoms include severe diarrhea that can easily lead to 
dehydration and can be fatal if not treated immediately. The bacterial disease is both 
preventable and treatable under normal circumstances, in which up to 80 percent of cases can 
be successfully treated with oral rehydration salts. In Haiti, the disease is mainly being 
transmitted through water and bad sanitary conditions in many parts of the country combined 
with a large volume of rain or floodwater. Muddy waters can speed up the infection rate. 

Elections 
 
National Elections in Haiti were held on Sunday (November 28), but the country struggled to 
hold credible elections as polls were marred by violence that killed at least two people, poor 
organization, and voter intimidation. Meanwhile, 12 of the 19 presidential candidates combined 
on Sunday, while polls were still open, to allege that the election had been rigged in the favor of 
outgoing President Rene Preval’s preferred successor, Jude Celestin. Since then, international 
observers have played down fraud allegations, while two candidates backed away from the joint 
call for the election to be voided, as both are sensing potential victories. According to Colin 
Granderson, a Trinidadian diplomat in charge of the joint observer mission of the Organization 
of American States and Caribbean Community, “it’s up to the people who are saying there was 
massive fraud to come up with the proof,” the Associated Press (AP) quoted him as saying. 
Haitian-American singer, Wyclef Jean, noted concerns that violence would follow if trustworthy 
results were not quickly announced, the AP said. The US government, which spent US$14 
million on the election, is following poll events closely, as the election will determine the 
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government that will lead the reconstruction of Haiti. The US is hopeful that the process will 
produce a government that the Haitian people can support.  
 
 
International Response 
 
United Nations 
 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the World Health Organization (WHO): 
The Ministry of Health, PAHO/WHO and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
completed an assessment of 80 health facilities for scaling up cholera treatment. Of these sites, 
38 were deemed suitable for the establishment of Cholera Treatment Units (CTUs) or Oral 
Rehydration Posts (ORPs). Maps of the completed assessments have been shared with Health 
Cluster and the Ministry of Health. (PAHO/WHO, Dec-1) 
 
UNICEF: In Port-au-Prince UNICEF has distributed 4.55 million aquatabs through various 
partners. (OCHA, Nov-30) 
 
UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS): helicopters airlifted medical items on behalf of 
WHO/PAHO to Hinche, Port-de-Paix, Gonaives, Leborgne and Port-de-Paix. (OCHA, Nov-30) 
 
World Food Program: Since the start of the cholera response, the WFP has assisted 
approximately 3,400 people with over 93,000 meals-ready-to-eat (MRE) rations and 10.7 metric 
tons of dry rations. Food has been distributed to those suffering from cholera and those 
assisting cholera patients in hospitals and CTC/CTU. In the Northwest department, WFP met 
last week with departmental health authorities to discuss the increase of cholera cases. For the 
West department, Médecines du Monde (MDM)-Canada, Merlin, Partners in Health, AVSI, 
Gheskio and MSF have received 406 metric tons of food for patients, caretakers and staff for 
one month. (OCHA, Nov-30) 
 
 
NGOs/IOs 
 
American Red Cross (ARC): On November 29, the ARC announced it is committing an 
additional US$2 million to combat the cholera epidemic. The new contribution increases the 
total ARC support for the cholera response to date to more than US$3.3 million. The funds will 
be used to purchase much-needed supplies, including 40 million chlorine tabs, 3 million pieces 
of soap, and 140,000 oral rehydration solution sachets, as well as tens of thousands of buckets, 
jerry cans and water purification sachets. Since the cholera outbreak began last month, the 
ARC has provided 5,000 cots for use in health centers operated by Partners in Health, Project 
Medishare and the Haitian Ministry of Health. At the request of the Haitian Ministry of Health, 
the ARC has also purchased 250,000 sachets of oral rehydration solution. Teams of Haitian 
health promoters managed by the ARC have been going tent to tent in the camps of Port-au-
Prince to teach vulnerable Haitians about basic hygiene practices as well as prevention and 
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response tips for cholera. These face-to-face interactions have been reinforced by 2.7 million 
text messages sent to hundreds of thousands of cell phone users in Haiti by the global Red 
Cross network, as well as weekly Red Cross radio broadcasts, special advertisements and 
sound trucks that drive through Haitian communities. During the response, the Red Cross has 
also been providing safe, chlorinated water each day to an estimated 280,000 displaced 
survivors throughout Port-au-Prince. (ARC, Nov-29) 
 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC): have been running information 
campaigns and distributing soap and instructional flyers to families in Leogane. CRWRC staff 
are also working with long-term development partners to support their contributions to 
prevention efforts. (CRWRC, Nov-27) 
 
Concern Worldwide: Says it is carrying out activities including soap and water purification 
tablet distribution, conducting mini-surveys on the knowledge on what to do in case of 
emergency, and on water supply and treatment, and sanitation. (OCHA, Nov-30) 
 
Handicap International (HI): Handicap International has been managing the logistics platform 
since October 22 in partnership with the UN’s World Food Program and has transported 240 
tons of aid to different humanitarian organizations for the prevention and treatment of cholera. 
The group says trucks donated by the Clinton Foundation have provided support to around a 
dozen humanitarian groups helping to fight the outbreak. HI has also disseminated guidelines 
on taking people with disabilities into consideration when managing the cholera response. (HI, 
Nov-25) 
 
International Committee of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (ICRC): The ICRC delegation 
in Haiti has just been reinforced by the arrival of four nurses, a doctor and two water-and-
sanitation engineers. In Cité Soleil, Martissant and other impoverished neighborhoods of the 
capital, the ICRC is working together with the Haitian National Red Cross Society to facilitate 
access to clean water, to take sick people to hospital and is also taking part in hygiene-
awareness campaigns. The ICRC is concentrating particularly on places of detention, in which it 
remains one of the few humanitarian organizations present. The ICRC is working closely with 
the national prison service, the Ministry of Justice and Public Security, the national police, the 
United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti, and UN agencies and NGOs. Hygiene measures 
have been taken in 11 places of detention and the ICRC has also distributed hygiene items 
such as soap and cleaning materials. In conjunction with medical staff at Port-au-Prince central 
prison, the ICRC has set up a cholera-treatment center consisting of four observation and 
treatment stations. In impoverished neighborhoods, the ICRC is cooperating with the national 
agency for water supply and treatment, its partners from the IFRC and a number of NGOs. The 
ICRC is actively supporting the Haitian Red Cross by providing Red Cross staff with vehicles, 
protective equipment and first-aid material. In the neighborhood of Cité Soleil, the ICRC is 
stepping up the process of disinfecting the water-supply network. In addition, water-purification 
tablets are being distributed to people using tapstands repaired by the ICRC. (ICRC, Nov-28) 
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International Medical Corps: The International Medical Corps (IMC) team met with Dr. 
Beauge, the Ministry of Health (MSSP) Coordinator in Port-de-Paix, CARE, ACF, MSF-France, 
the French Red Cross and PAHO/WHO to determine the needs in the Northwest Department. 
(PAHO/WHO, Dec-1)  
 
International Organization for Migration (IOM): IOM teams are targeting vulnerable 
communities in the central Haitian-Dominican border area in the provinces of Elias Pina and 
Dajabon to provide emergency supplies and raise awareness about prevention and response. 
IOM is working with partner Colectiva Mujer y Salud, an NGO trained by the Dominican Ministry 
of Public Health in cholera prevention and response tactics. IOM says it has selected this area 
for its initial response because of the remoteness of the area and frequency of cross border 
movements of Haitian migrant workers. The teams have distributed 100 water purification 
sachets, 100 sets of oral rehydration salts and reached more than 6,500 people with 
preventative information materials. IOM has also begun establishing structures for 103 Oral 
Rehydration Posts. (IOM, Nov-30)  
 
Malteser International: Since November, Malteser and the Federal Agency for Technical relief 
(THW) in Germany have sent out mobile health units in Port-au-Prince. The units are 
disinfecting sanitation facilities and water tanks and are cleaning and rehabilitating waste water 
systems, distributing water cans, soaps and water treatment tabs. Malteser and THW have also 
began an information awareness campaign. The teams are also facilitating an early diagnosis 
and a quick referral to specialized hospitals of cholera patients. Malteser will distribute water 
cans, water treatment tabs and soap to more than 10,000 families at three additional project 
locations outside of the capital. (Malteser, Nov-30) 
 
Medair: Although its focus is on transitional shelters, Medair is working on close coordination 
with local officials and NGOs to fight against the cholera outbreak. Medair is providing tents for 
decentralized cholera treatment units in Jacmel and across the South East Department. 
(Medair, Nov-26) 
 
Merlin: Merlin has established a cholera treatment unit in Port-au-Prince and has modified an 
ambulance for cholera patients. An assessment team was sent to the northeastern cities of Fort 
Liberte and Ouanaminthe after an increase in cholera patients. Merlin will supply health centers 
it visits with essential cholera supplies. The group has shipped some 11 tons of emergency 
medical supplies to support the response thus far. Merlin teams will also give basic health 
information and teams have prepared 31 agents to spread health messages in camps around 
Port-au-Prince. (Merlin, Nov-27) 
 
Oxfam: Oxfam community mobilizers are working with camp food vendors in the communes of 
Corail, Port-au-Prince, Croix-des-Bouquets and Carrefour in Port-au-Prince. Oxfam has 200 
trained Community mobilizers carrying out door to door hygiene campaigns in Carrefour Feuille. 
Specific focus is on chlorination, ORS preparation and handling of soiled/contaminated articles. 
The target population is 64,000 people. (OCHA, Nov-30) 
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Save the Children (SC): SC has responded to the outbreak by setting up cholera treatment 
units in vulnerable areas as well as ramping up hygiene promotion activities. SC is also working 
with partner schools and Haitian children to help them reduce cholera transmission where they 
live in Port-au-Prince, Leogane, Maissade, Jacmel. SC has strengthened hygiene promotion 
work, built latrines and continues the delivery of clean water in camps and poor communities. 
(SC, Nov-25) 
 
World Bank: The World Bank is preparing a US$10 million Cholera Emergency Grant. The 
program is part of World Bank US$479 million reconstruction support. The US$10 million grant 
will bolster the surveillance and monitoring capacity of the Ministry of Public Health and 
Population (MSPP) and the Haitian National Directorate of Water Supply and Sanitation 
(DINEPA). The initiative is aligned with the Cholera Inter-Sector Response Strategic Plan for 
Haiti, under the leadership of MSPP and DINEPA. The grant will also finance the work of NGOs 
to improve access to clean water, provide basic health services for affected populations and 
vulnerable groups, as well as safe sanitation and waste management in high risk areas. (WB, 
Nov-24) 
 
 
Foreign Governments 
 
European Union: Seven experts in civil protection have traveled to Haiti to join the efforts 
against the epidemic. The team is deployed by the Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) of 
the European Commission. The experts will coordinate the distribution of vital provisions, such 
as water purification tablets, offered by the participating states in the EU Civil Protection 
Mechanism. In addition, the experts will advise the local authorities on measures to improve 
health and hygiene. The EU Civil Protection team is expected to work in Haiti for three weeks. 
The initial tasks of the mission are :first, to coordinate the incoming material assistance from the 
countries that participate in the EU Civil Protection Mechanism; second, the team will advise the 
Haitian authorities on providing hygienic environment, improving water quality and ensuring the 
waste management of health units; finally, the team will liaise, advise and cooperate with 
Haitian authorities and major humanitarian groups such as the United Nations. Among 
European countries, so far France and Austria have reacted to the request for help to Haiti 
through the EU Civil Protection Mechanism. France has sent shelter material and hospital beds, 
while Austria has offered 1 million water purification tablets. Participants in the Mechanism have 
been invited to assist further with water and sanitation and medical assistance. (EU, Nov-24) 
 
Finland: Minister for Foreign Trade and Development Paavo Väyrynen granted the sum of 
800,000 euros in humanitarian aid. Half of the sum will be channeled through WHO and half 
through Finnchurch Aid. The funds channeled through WHO will be used for efforts to combat 
and prevent cholera at the national level in Haiti. Finnchurch Aid, in turn, will use the sum to 
support the work done by Finnchurch Aid staff locally. Among other tasks, aid workers supply 
interim shelters, clean water and medical supplies. (GoF, Nov-23) 
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France: The French embassy in Port-au-Prince mobilized its efforts and implemented a 
strengthened monitoring and prevention system. A medical mission, led by one of France's 
leading specialists in combating cholera, Professor Piarroux, has been in progress since 
November 7. Professor Piarroux is acting as a coordinator, providing medical and scientific 
support to the Haitian Ministry of Health. The Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs Crisis 
Center is preparing to make a new delivery of several tons of chlorine in order to supply the city 
of Port-au-Prince with drinking water for several weeks. It will also send equipment as well as 
medications and pharmaceutical products to the State University Hospital of Haiti. This effort 
falls within the framework of a European effort. France sought the financial assistance of the 
European Union through DG ECHO's Monitoring and Information Center (MIC) immediately 
following the airlift, on November 9 and 10, of 10,000 tarpaulins from the Crisis Center and 150 
special beds for the cholera treatment centers (CTCs) to assist the French Red Cross. The 
government of France says this mechanism, which has been in effect since November 5, will 
allow us to coordinate the in-kind aid that the countries of the European Union are expected to 
send to Haiti to help the authorities of this country deal with the spread of cholera. (GoF, Nov-
22) 
 
Jamaica: The Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) said November 20 that Prime Minister Bruce 
Golding has given instructions for mobilization of a team of Jamaican medical and support 
personnel for deployment to Haiti. In addition to medical practitioners, the contingent will include 
Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) personnel, who will provide logistical support and security. They 
will take with them medical supplies for the treatment of patients, as well as water treatment 
applications. Prime Minister Golding, as Chairman of CARICOM, has been in touch with other 
CARICOM governments, in coordinating the response. At the same time, the Prime Minister has 
instructed the JDF and the Maritime Police to intensify their surveillance to intercept boat traffic 
between Haiti and Jamaica, to ensure that the necessary test and quarantine procedures are 
fully enforced in relation to persons arriving on Jamaican shores from Haiti. Surveillance and 
response procedures are already in place at the island's airports. (GoJ, Nov-20) 
 
Sweden: Since the end of October, experts of the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit (SHA) have 
been supporting the Haitian state water authorities (DINEPA) by carrying out controls on 
drinking water supplies in rural areas for contamination through faecal bacteria and by taking 
the necessary countermeasures where necessary. The two experts are focusing their work on 
fighting the causes of the outbreak. In addition, the SDC is participating in a Caritas project with 
a contribution of CHF 100,000. The project comprises two parts: the distribution of hygiene sets 
and a parallel information campaign on cholera prevention. The Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC) of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) is making a 
further contribution to the fight against the cholera epidemic in Haiti. A doctor and a nurse have 
been sent to strengthen the medical team of the Albert Schweizer Hospital in treating cholera 
patients. The hospital is located in the Department of Artebonite. The SDC is currently 
examining other requests for personnel from relief organizations to support the fight against the 
cholera epidemic. To improve coordination, it will organize a round table discussion for Swiss 
relief organizations working in Haiti. (GoS, Nov-22) 
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United Kingdom: The UK will help supply more than a thousand trained medical staff as well 
as emergency supplies to Haiti. The UK will fund 115 doctors, 920 nurses and 740 support staff 
from the region to set up 12 major treatment centers and 60 subsidiary cholera treatment units, 
capable of treating several thousands of victims over the next two months through funding to 
PAHO. The UK will also supply 340,000 people with clean water and latrines in northern Haiti 
that will be delivered by Oxfam. Public health and water supply improvement for 231,000 people 
across the northeast of Haiti will be provided through a grant to Plan International. A team from 
the UK is also on the ground to assess the situation. The UK government will also support 
action across the Caribbean, including British Overseas Territories to prepare for a possible 
spread beyond Haiti. (DFID, Nov-29) 
 
United States: On November 26, a USAID flight carrying decontamination equipment, including 
cholera treatment centers (CTCs) and units (CTUs) arrived in Port-au-Prince. USAID/OFDA is 
preparing a second shipment. USAID/OFDA authorized the distribution of all emergency relief 
commodities pre-positioned in Haiti for hurricane preparedness. The commodities will be 
distributed by IOM for the cholera response. USAID/OFDA is sending an additional 7,860 
hygiene kits from a warehouse in Miami. In the coming days USAID/OFDA will deliver additional 
supplies of Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS), water purification tablets and other commodities and 
will continue to procure supplies. This week a team of USAID/OFDA logisticians will deploy to 
Haiti to conduct an assessment of commodity pipelines into and within Haiti. Total USAID 
assistance to Haiti for cholera is so far at US$18,135,498 dollars. The USAID DART team has 
been working with staff from USAID/Haiti, USAID/OTI and US Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) to coordinate response efforts. To support the USAID Haiti task team in Washington DC 
and the USIAD/DART in Haiti, USAID has stood up a response Management Team in 
Washington DC. (USAID, Nov-26) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: This report has been compiled from publicly available information.  Although information has 
been gathered from sources deemed reliable, the currency and completeness of the information 
reported herein is subject to change and cannot be guaranteed.  Inquiries, updates and comments 
are welcome and should be directed to PDMIN@coe‐dmha.org. 
 


