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Nutrition Situation

According to the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis 
Unit (FSNAU) assesment of February 2012, the nutrition 
situation is serious.

Somaliland is largely peaceful and has generally 
avoided serious internal conflict. However, an 
unresolved boundary dispute with Puntland over the 
eastern regions of Sool and Sanaag causes sporadic 
armed disputes. While access to these areas is 
challenging, the rest of Somaliland is generally 
accessible to aid agencies. Insecurity and prolonged 
drought have been the major causes of displacement 
in recent years especially in Sool, Sanaag and Togdheer 
regions. 

Security situation

Somaliland’s climate is a mixture of wet and dry. The 
Awdal and Wogooyi Galbeed regions are 
mountainous while the Togdheer is semi arid with 
little fertile greenery. Somaliland has a tropical 
monsoon type of climate with a partial bimodal 
rainfall pattern.

The majority of inhabitants are nomadic pastoralists 
and depend on livestock and livestock resources. Crop 
production is considered as a complement to 
livestock production.  Food shortages are common in 
the agro-pastoral areas during the dry months of the 
year. A significant segment of the population, 
particularly along the coast, relies on fishery.

The major source of food insecurity in Somaliland has 
been recurring droughts/prolonged dry 
seasons/failed rains. This has drastically decreased 
livestock numbers over the years. Other risk factors 
include inflation, pests and birds (quelea quelea), 
human & livestock diseases, chronic water shortages,  
and environmental degradation

Climate and livelihoods

160 thousand
People in need of 
humanitarian assistance

89 thousand
Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs)

1.8 million
Estimated population

Estimated Figures

Armed clashes 
between Ethiopian Liyu police 

and communities in Harshin 
Ethiopia. Dozens of deaths on both 
sides reported. The conflict could 
trigger displacement across the 

border into Somaliland and may 
affect access if it escalates.
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Sevely Acute Malnutrion (SAM)

Global Acute Malnutrion (GAM)

TogdheerSanaagWogooyi 
Galbeed

SoolAwdal

39,839

No. treated for acute malnutrition 
(Jan - Sep)

124,693

No. reached with sustained water 
(Jan - Sep)

276,890

No. targeted through intervetions 
geared towards improving access 
to food and safety nets (Sep)

88,020

No. of learners (Jan - Sep)

7,140 
No. receiving Emergency Assitance 
Packages (Jan - Sep)

118,265

No. receiving essential health 
services (Jan - Sep)

Somaliland
Response

Somalia: Somaliland Humanitarian Snapshot (October 2012)

In September, fire accompanied by 
winds reportedly destroyed 60 to 80 

houses in Gerissa village of Zeylac 
district, Awdal region.  No human 

casualties were reported. The 
Somaliland Red Cross/Crescent Society 

dispatched 50 tents, UNICEF provided 
water bladder and WFP distributed 

food to the victims of the fire

Fire  Outbreaks in Awdal
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elsewhere in Somalia)
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Drought affected areas

Relative stability in the region within the 
past decade has made Somaliland a safe 

haven for IDPs fleeing the civil war and 
recurring insecurity in southern and 

central Somalia.  Most of the IDPs are 
concentrated in makeshift camps in the 

largest cities and towns of Somaliland. 
Somaliland hosts about 94,000 IDPS, 

refugees and asylum seekers.

Internally Displaced People (IDPs)

Population in crisis
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