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TOTAL  175,624  36,390  360  17,472 
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1. Situation 
 

1.1. First rainy season 
Starting on March 15th, DPAD1 began to register 
persons affected by the first rainy season in 
Colombia, which according to IDEAM2 will 
continue to be a problem in the upcoming days and 
weeks.  For this reason, the SNPAD3 warned that 
threats could lead to adverse events for the 
population.  On June 2nd, IDEAM published the 
following alerts: Rainy conditions persist over most 
of Colombia, particularly in the departments of 
Antioquia, Santander, Norte de Santander, and the 
Eje Cafetero, Piedmont and central Pacific regions.   
The following alerts are for high water levels and 
slow flooding, flash flooding and landslides. 
The Magdalena river presents falling levels between 
Neiva and Puerto Berrío, while rising levels 
continue between Puerto Berrío and the mouth of 
the river. 
Cauca river has high levels starting at Virginia 
(Risaralda).  (See Annexed river alerts). 
 
In a DPAD communiqué (May 28th, 2008), high 
level and flooding alerts continued along the 
Arauca, Magdalena, Cauca, Otún, Atrato and 
Bogotá rivers, and alerts were issued for flash 
flooding on Carare river.  Alerts were reissued for 
high levels and flooding on San Andrés and 
Providencia islands and alerts for landslides were 
issued along the Piedmont in Meta, Cundinamarca 
(including the area recently affected by an 
earthquake), Casanare and Boyacá; western 
Antioquia; central and eastern Caldas and the 
mining region of western Colombia. 
 
According to IDEAM reports, a tropical depression 

                                                 
1 DPAD: Dirección Nacional para La prevención and 
Atención de Desastres. 
2 IDEAM: Instituto de Hidrología, Meteorología and Estudios 
Ambientales 
3 SNPAD: Sistema Nacional para la prevención and Atención 
de Desastres 

is currently crossing Colombia from east to west 
and will worsen conditions in the upcoming days. 
 
 
1.2. Earthquakes 
According to INGEOMINAS (June 3rd, 2008), the 
past 10 notable earthquakes between May 24th and 
June 2nd occurred in central Colombia. 

 
On Saturday, May 24th, at 14:20 local time, an 
earthquake was registered 8.6km northeast of the 
municipal seat of Quetame (Cundinamarca) near the 

surface with 5.7 magnitude on the Richter scale.  
This was followed by 65 aftershocks during the 
following 56 hours. 
 
The final earthquakes were registered on June 2nd, 
at 18:50:25.4 local time in San Juanito (Meta) with 
3.9 intensity on the Richter scale, with no persons 
affected. 
 
 
2. Affectation 
2.1. First rainy season 
Through May 30th, 2008, DPAD registered persons 
affected in 225 municipalities and 27 departments, 
as follows: 19 dead, 47 injured, 5 missing, 175,981 

First Rainy Season in Colombia 
Impact from March 15th to May 30th, 2008 



affected from 36,390 families.  There were 360 
homes destroyed and 17,472 damaged. 

 
At the same time, DPAD reported that through May 
28th, there was damage to 28 roads, 3 vehicular 
bridges, 7 water systems, 15 educational centers and 
8 community centers. 

 
 

According to official reports, landslides left the 
greatest number dead (94.7%), injured (40.4%) 
and missing (60%).  Flooding left the largest 
number affected (85.5%), houses damaged 
(77.1%) and destroyed (62.5%).  
Approximately 40% of those affected are under 
the age of 18. 
 
The most affected departments by rain include 
Antioquia (20.1%), Bolívar (12.6%), Boyacá 
(10.9%), Risaralda (10.0%), Cauca (9.5%) and 
Santander (7.4%), with more than 10,000 
people affected each. 
 

Primera temporada de lluvias en Colombia
DEPARTAMENTOS CON MÁS DE 10.000 PERSONAS AFECTADAS 
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Antioquia 
Over the past several days Medellín declared urgent 
needs in the emergency in the city due to rainfall 
and more than 300 homes currently left without 
roofing.  The most serious situation occurred due to 
mudslides in El Socorro neighborhood where 27 
died, including 10 minors and one pregnant mother, 
due to heavy rainfall and poor prevention. 
 
According to DPAD, the number affected in the 
department is over 35,000, mostly in municipalities 
along Cauca and Magdalena rivers and their 
tributaries. 
 
In the department there are serious restrictions on 
movement due to the fall of a major bridge Aburra-
West and landslides along roads connecting western 

Affectation March 15th to May 30th, 2008 
First rainy season in Colombia 

Source DPAD 

Department PERSONS FAMILIES HOMES 
DESTROYED 

HOMES 
DAMAGED 

Antioquia           35,453       7,120   27    3,643 
Bolívar           22,118            4,433       -         248 
Boyacá 19,230        3,846       -      3,836 
Risaralda 17,666            3,600         5   2,446 
Cauca           16,680           3,310       34       353 
Santander           13,072            2,615       23       183 
Tolima             7,230            1,514       21       920 
Cundinamarca             6,382            1,319         2       921 
Valle del 
Cauca 5,873            1,197         4  905 

Guajira             5,700            1,127       -         701 
Nariño             5,524            1,216     180       764 
Caldas             4,114               835       19       155 
Quindío             3,925               785       -         785 
Chocó             2,951               640       41       405 
Casanare             2,555               511       -           26 
Atlántico             2,465               493         3       490 
Putumayo             2,093            1,229       -         100 
Sucre                735               147       -         147 
Magdalena                700               140       -         140 
Cesar                456                 90       -          90 
Arauca                323                 61       -           61 
caquetá                238                 55       -           55 
Huila                185                 37       -           29 
Meta                173                 38       -           38 
Norte de 
Santander                  80                 20         1         19 

Córdoba                  60                 12       -           12 
TOTAL          175,981          36,390     360  17,472 

Primera temporada de lluvias en Colombia 2008
PERSONAS  AFECTADAS SEGÚN TIPO DE EVENTO
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and southeastern Antioquia to Urabá and central 
Colombia (to Bogotá). 
 
Bolívar 
Flooding has caused 94.6% of affectation with the 
largest number in Achí municipality, 77.7%. 
 
Boyacá 
Rainfall has affected at least 25,000 people in the 
department with landslides on roads, the collapse of 
homes, overflow of rivers and creeks and damage to 
at least 3,836 homes, with further evaluations due 
over the weekend.  At the same time churches and 
cemeteries have been damaged. 

The most affected province in the department is 
western Boyacá, with nearly 2,500 families left 
without homes in five municipalities including 
Pauna, San Pablo de Borbur, Otanche, Quípama and 
Muzo. 

Risaralda 
The total number affected has risen to 17,666 of 
which 98.9% are due to flooding, particularly in La 
Virginia municipality, where 17,343 were left 
affected. 
 
Cauca 
Between March 20th and May 27th, Cauca has been 
affected by flooding, landslides and wind storms 
with 15,720 affected, 94.2% due to flooding. 
 
Santander 
There were landslides since March in the urban area 
of Bucaramanga, the capital and in rural areas of 
Piedecuesta, Hato and Guaca.  There have also been 
floods in Vélez, Charalá, Málaga, Rionegro, 
Cimitarra, Puerto Parra and urban areas of 
Bucaramanga. 
 
Access by road has been affected by landslides, 
particularly along the Bucaramanga – Cúcuta road, 
as well as those connecting to Bogotá, 
Barrancabermeja and the Caribbean coast.  Defensa 
Civil reported that on the Bucaramanga - Cúcuta 
road to date there are 167 landslides.  In San 
Vicente de Chucurí access roads are closed due to 

heavy rainfall in the afternoon of May 28th.   
 
Magdalena Medio region  (30 municipalities in 
Antioquia, Bolívar, Cesar and Santander) 
There are approximately 20,000 affected, 
particularly in Puerto Wilches (Santander), with 
7,500, registered over the last week of May.  
Defensa Civil reported that Barrancabermeja was 
placed on red alert due to the high level of the 
Magdalena river, which is above critical stage, 
which could lead to flooding in several 
neighborhoods and rural areas.  The inhabitants of 
riverside communities have lost crops, livestock and 
some properties, with a lack of food in some areas. 
 
At least 500 were evacuated from Honda (Tolima) 
due to the overflow of the Magdalena river.  5 
shelters were activated for affected populations. 
 
Arauca 
Flooding due to high levels along the Caranal and 
Arauca rivers began in mid-April.  To date there are 
323 people in 61 families affected. 
 
Casanare 
Flooding along Cravo Sur river in the first weeks of 
April impacted rural communities.  According to 
the Colombian Red Cross, Cravo Sur river affected 
Barbascos and La Manga rural veredas in Yopal 
municipality, with 30 families and 90 people 
affected.  There are no reports of destroyed homes.  
Of these 90 people, 30 lack basic items.  There are 
200 families with crops (yucca and plantain), 
livestock grazing grounds and gardens affected.  For 
CRC 3,000 families are at-risk in the municipalities 
of Pore, Paz de Ariporo, Hato Corozal, Yopal, 
Nuncia, Villanueva, Tauramena and Maní. 
 
Bogotá 
DPAE declared an orange alert for Bogotá river 
along the localities of Suba, Engativá, Fontibón, 
Kennedy and Bosa, where flooding occurred over 
the weekend.  The local authorities in Suba and 
Cota have restricted vehicular movements on roads 
until flood waters recede.  According to the District 
Health Secretariat, the most affected population 
include children under 5.  According to this entity, 



this year there has been a 30% increase in 
respiratory infections. 
 
2.2.  Earthquakes: 
 
On May 27th, DPAD reported that as a result of the 
earthquake on May 24th, there were 8 dead, 32 
injured and 7,051 affected, principally in the 
municipalities of Quetame, Fosca, Fómeque and 
Guayabetal, in Cundinamarca and El Calvario, 
Meta.  Assistance during the emergency was made 
difficult due to heavy rainfall in the area. 
 
In Quetame, the earthquake destroyed 90% of local 
infrastructure, with 50 homes destroyed and 80 
severely damaged.  There were 24 rural veredas in 
the municipality left without electricity and water 
due to damage to the water systems.  In the 
municipal seat of Puerto Quetame there were 130 
homes damaged, with 462 damaged in rural areas. 
 
The closure of roads due to landslides occurred due 
to a combination of the earthquake and rainfall, 
which has been on-going since March and has 
saturated the soil. 
 
3. Needs 
 
3.1. First rainy season 
 
The emergency caused by the rainy season is on the 
increase in Colombia due to the continuation of 
rainfall throughout the country. 
 
According to reports from the press, local 

populations are becoming isolated due to flooding 
and the blockage of roads, which is requiring the 
delivery of food, blankets, clothing, medicine and 
construction materials for homes and provisional 
shelters, while evacuations are underway. 
 
3.2. Earthquake 
According to Defensa Civil, what communities 
most require currently are plastic rolls, tents, zinc 
sheeting, nylon ties, cleaning and cooking kits, 
groceries and health brigades.  For aid teams and 
humanitarian missions, campaign rations, boots, 
raincoats, liquids, lights, antimychotic creams, fuel 
for vehicles and boats, life jackets and first aid kits 
are useful.  Radio equipment such as batteries and 
antennas are needed as well. 
The Red Cross declared that the most required items 
are lentils, rice, sugar, beans, salt and brown sugar, 
as well as cooking utensils.  Cleaning kits are also 
useful including toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, 
toilet paper, shaving kits, tampons and disposable 
diapers. 
To date, the blockages and landslides along some 
roads of municipalities and roads have made 
distribution difficult. 
 
4. National Response 
 
4.1. First rainy season 
SNPAD from the early rainy season activated all 
Local Committees (CLOPAD) and Regional 
Committees (CREPAD) for disaster prevention and 
assistance, as well as response entities such as the 
Colombian Red Cross and Defensa Civil.  The 
health system at the local and departmental level 
has been put on alert. 
 
La Mojana Region:  
The hospital network in La Mojana in Sucre was 
put on alert in order to guarantee provision of 
services in case of epidemics due to flooding in the 
region. 
 
SNPAD has been providing emergency 
humanitarian assistance to affected populations.  
Response entities, together with the CREPAD and 
CLOPAD, are realizing surveys and supporting 



populations in need of evacuation and rescue of 
property. 
 
All SNPAD entities (Ministries of the Interior and 
Justice, Agriculture, Environment, Housing and 
Development, Social Protection, Education, 
Transportation, Defense, Mines and Energy, 
INVIAS, ICBF etc) are supporting assistance and 
recuperation in the zone. 
 
DPAD with National Calamity Fund resources has 
been providing local committees with resources for 
humanitarian assistance (groceries, cleaning kits, 
cooking kits, mattresses, hammocks, mosquito nets, 
blankets, black plastic rolls), zinc sheeting, fiber-
cement panels, bags and subsidies for emergency 
assistance.  This in accord with damage evaluations 
and needs assessments by Local Committees, 
authorized by the Regional Committee. 
 
The Colombian Red Cross has distributed 
humanitarian aid to affected families, including 
food kits, family cleaning kits, cooking kits, 
blankets, mattresses, hammocks and mosquito nets. 
 
The Air Force, Army and Police have supported aid 
distribution and evacuations. 
 
The Government of Antioquia, headed by the 
Disaster Prevention and Assistance Department 
(DAPARD) has been providing emergency 
humanitarian assistance; however, due to the size of 
the emergency, it requested the support of private 
business donors for basic items such as cooking 
kits, clothing, diapers and cleaning kits. 
 
The Mayor’s Offices have been in charge of 
evacuations, shelters and the provision of 
humanitarian aid. 
 

The Government of Cundinamarca provided 
warehouses to receive non-perishable food items, 
clothing, mattresses, plastic sheets, medicine, tents 
and water, among other items.  In order to monitor 
the Bogotá river levels, the Corporación Autónoma 
de Cundinamarca, CAR, installed four permanent 

monitoring sites along the river.  Some 500 
members of the SDPAE are on permanent alert at 
the unified command in Bogotá. 

The Government of Colombia with DPAD 
supported the construction of new housing and 
repairs to damaged homes following the earthquake. 

5. International Response 

In the Marsella (Risaralda) emergency, where some 
9,000 were left without potable water access 
following a major landslide which blocked the 
water system, PAHO-WHO accompanied Water 
Commission officials along with UN agencies, 
international NGOs and Government entities. 

Technical assistance was provided to healthcare 
authorities in Cundinamarca department to activate 
emergency health plans, particularly for public 
health, following the May 24th earthquake. 

UNETE is on alert and in permanent contact with 
the GOC to provide humanitarian assistance if 
needed. 

In addition, projects funded by CERF to 
complement SNPAD actions in 2007 continued to 
be in operation in the La Mojana region. 

UNETE continues to work with international NGOs 
and DPAD to identify projects for post-emergency 
work in La Mojana region. 

UNETE and international NGOs, in coordination 
with DPAE4, are implementing UNS and 
international NGO training on prevention due to a 
major earthquake in Bogotá. 
 
The UNS will participate in DPAE simulations 
throughout Bogotá and in the general simulation, 
planned for October 2008. 
 
 

                                                 
4 DPAE: Dirección de Prevención and Atención de 
Emergencias de Bogotá - Colombia 



Annex 
Alerts by IDEAM5 region 

June 3rd 2008 
 
Caribbean region 
ALERT: HIGH LEVELS ON MAGDALENA 
RIVER. 
There is still a high level on Magdalena river.  
ALERT on the lower stretch of the Magdalena river 
from Puerto Salgar to the corregimiento of Pinto in 
Santa Ana municipality (Magdalena). 
 
ALERT: HIGH LEVELS ON THE LOWER 
STRETCH OF CAUCA RIVER 
There is an alert in effect on Cauca river from La 
Virginia (Risaralda) through Barranco de Loba, 
Guazo and Magangué (Bolívar) and the connection 
between the Magdalena river on Brazo de Loba. 
 
Pacific Region 
ALERT: PROBABILITY OF FLASH FLOODS 
Due to forecasts of rain in Chocó department, there 
are likely flash floods on Baudó, San Juan, Quito 
and Tadó (Chocó) rivers and Mira, Telembí and 
Patía (Nariño) rivers as well as San Juan de Micay 
(Cauca) river. 
Particular likelihood below Quibdó on Atrato river. 
 
Orinoquia region 
LANDSLIDES 
ALERT: PROBABILITY OF LANDSLIDES. 
The threat of landslides increased in unstable areas 
in Meta, Cundinamarca, Boyacá and Casanare 
departments. 
Meta: Villavicencio, Restrepo, Acacías, Cumaral, 
Guamal, Cubarral and El Calvario. 
Cundinamarca: Guayabetal, Quetame, Medina and 
Paratebueno. 
Boyacá: Santa María and San Luis de Gaceno. 
Casanare: Aguazul, Tauramena, Barranco de Upía, 
Chámeza and Monterrey. 
Particular attention to Bogotá-Villavicencio, 
Villavicencio- Restrepo, Monterrey- Yopal roads. 
 
ALERT: PROBABILITY OF FLASH FLOODS IN 

                                                 
5 http://www.ideam.gov.co:8080/alertas/elpais.shtml 

PIEDMONT OF PLAINS REGION. 
Continued alert due to rainfall that can cause flash 
floods on rivers along the eastern flank of the 
eastern mountain range, particularly Meta, Arauca 
and Casanare.  Particular attention to Garagoa, 
Lengupá, Upía, Humea, Guayabero, Cusiana, Cravo 
sur, Meta, Negro, Guatiquía, Guamal, Acacias and 
Ariari rivers. 
Special attention with river communities on Meta 
river below Puerto López (Meta). 
 
Andean region 
ALERT: FLOOD ALERT DUE TO HIGH LEVELS 
ON CAUCA RIVER FROM LA VIRGINIA 
(RISARALDA) THROUGH LA MOJANA 
REGION 
Alert due to overflows on the mid-range of the 
Cauca river in the sectors of La Virginia 
(Risaralda), Bolombolo, Caucasia (Antioquia) and 
Guaranda (Sucre) where water levels over the past 
hours have been constantly increasing. 
Recommendation to river communities to take 
preventative measures. 
   
ALERT DUE TO HIGH LEVELS AND SLOW 
FLOODING ON MAGDALENA RIVER 
On the mid-range of the Magdalena river, the alert 
continues due to overflow of the Magdalena river 
between Puerto Salgar (Cundinamarca) to the 
corregimiento of Pinto in Santa Ana (Magdalena). 
 
ALERT: PROBABILITY OF FLASH FLOODS 
An increase of rain increasing likelihood of flash 
floods in river basins, particularly Antioquia, 
Caldas, Risaralda  and Quindío. 
 
LANDSLIDES 
ALERT: PROBABILITY OF LANDSLIDES 
Continuing threat of landslides in unstable areas in: 
Antioquia: Medellín, Fredonia, Santa Barbará, 
Caldas, Amagá, Montebello and Jardín 
Caldas: Manizales, Risaralda, Belalcázar, Neira, 
Villamaría and Chinchiná. 
Huila: Neiva, Rivera, Palermo and Villavieja. 
Santander: Chima, Guapotá, Palmas  del Socorro, 
Oiba, Suaita,  Guadalupe and Guacamayo. 
Norte de Santander: Toledo. 



  
Special attention along Bogotá-Medellín, Fresno- 
Manizales, Medellín- Manizales, Medellín–

Caucasia, Medellín-Apartadó, Manizales-Pereira-
Armenia, Calarcá – Ibagué roadways. 

 


