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As part of its work in monitoring the implementation of the gacaca trials, African Rights has compiled 
a written record of the history of the 1994 genocide in the 12 original pilot sectors. This first report is 
devoted to sector Gishamvu, Nyakizu district in Butare, which began hearings in June 2002. Based 
upon the collective testimony given by groups of residents who were present during the genocide—
prisoners, survivors and local people who witnessed how the killings unfolded—this report aims to 
reflect a broad consensus on what happened.  
 
In an effort to facilitate an open discussion and to obtain a balanced account, African Rights 
interviewed genocide suspects separately from survivors and witnesses, presenting the groups with a 
series of general questions and encouraging them to discuss them. They then appointed a spokesperson 
to deliver a shared recollection of events in their presence to ensure those involved agreed upon the 
final version.  
 
In many cases, there are discrepancies with regard to times or dates. To a large extent, these may be 
attributed to the length of time which has elapsed and to the turmoil of the period itself. Inevitably, 
survivors and perpetrators focus on distinct aspects of the violence and from the opposite perspective. 
As a result, individual facts may remain contested. However, remarkable consistencies also emerge, 
providing a strong testament to many of the atrocities of the genocide in these pilot sectors.  
  
In many respects, this endeavour on the part of African Rights corresponds to that of the gacaca trials 
themselves in uncovering the truth, as expressed by local residents. Indeed many of the voices that 
contributed to it have also spoken in the gacaca courts. The need to provide an independent report to 
stand alongside that which the court will submit is, however, in our view, essential. Practical concerns 
such as delays in gacaca hearings, difficulties in attending, intimidation and the fact that some court 
secretaries are semi-literate affect the progress of the courts in some areas. Moreover, as this report 
notes, the limited remit of the cellule courts delivers a segmented account of the genocide. The courts 
begin with the lists of known victims and perpetrators, a lengthy process, and then gather testimony 
relating to these specific deaths and abuses. Particularly given the redrawing of the commune 
boundaries, some of the events which locals regard as part of their experience, are necessarily omitted. 
The prosecutions require specific evidence, but the bigger picture can slide from view in the process.  
 
This series of reports seeks to provide a background against which the results of the trials can be 
measured and to exist as a shared point of reference for all the residents. In this sense it is intended to 
support the gacaca trials and their emphasis upon justice and the fostering of mutual understanding.  
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1. INTRODUCTION TO GISHAMVU SECTOR 
 
Gishamvu sector is made up of three cellules, Busoro, Gishamvu and Muboni. Its territorial 
boundaries have remained unchanged since before the genocide, despite the recent administrative 
carve-up. The sector retains the same surface area, the same number of cellules and the same 
designations. Gishamvu sector is now part of Nyakizu district, whereas previously it was one of the 
ten sectors that made up Gishamvu commune. 
 
At the time of the genocide, Gishamvu sector already had a strong social infrastructure, including 
Gishamvu commune office; the office of Busoro sous-prefecture which brought together the 
communes of Gishamvu, Kigembe, Nyakizu and Runyinya; the Catholic Parish of Nyumba; the 
Bernadine and Benebikira congregations of nuns; the primary school and Busoro trading centre. There 
was also the co-operative of blacksmiths of Gishamvu, COFOGI, which produced a sufficient number 
of blade weapons to wipe out the Tutsis in the region. This collection of buildings was located less 
than a kilometre from the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda, the leading training centre for clerics in the 
country, located in the neighbouring sector of Nyakibanda.  
 
During the 1994, genocide Nyumba parish and Nyakibanda seminary recorded the highest figures for 
victims in the area. Several thousand people who had sought refuge there were massacred by killers 
who had hurried there from the four corners of the region. At the time of our research, there were 351 
people held at Gishamvu detention centre accused of genocide. They included about 256 people who 
had taken advantage of the confession procedure. A total of 28 prisoners are from Gishamvu sector; 
other suspects from that sector are held at Karubanda central prison. But according to the testimonies 
of the detainees interviewed in Gishamvu, a significant number of people suspected of having carried 
out the massacres in Gishamvu have found refuge abroad, notably in the Congo, Burundi or Tanzania, 
or their whereabouts remain unknown since they had come from elsewhere.  
 
In Gishamvu, the activities of the gacaca trials began on 19 June 2002, the day after the launch of the 
trials by the President of the Republic, Paul Kagame. The choice of sector Gishamvu in Butare 
province, as a pilot sector for the trials was based on several factors, notably the number of victims 
who were killed in the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda and Nyumba parish. The three cellules which 
make up Gishamvu sector have now reached the sixth general assembly of the gacaca trials, which has 
ultimately to draw up the list of the accused. It will be followed by the seventh meeting which aims to 
complete the individual files of the accused before the phase of the actual judgement. 
 
In order to obtain an overall view of the way in which the genocide unfolded in Gishamvu sector, 
African Rights interviewed different elements of the population of the sector itself. We listened to the 
detainees suspected of having committed genocide. We also interviewed the survivors of the genocide 
and other witnesses with the aim of seeing if they all agreed on an account of the facts. Lastly, having 
compared the two versions to check the facts, we include our own comments.   
 
2. THE HISTORY OF THE GENOCIDE BY CELLULE 
 
2.1 Gishamvu Cellule 
 
a) The Detainees at Gishamvu Detention Centre  
 
After Habyarimana’s death in April 1994, Tutsi refugees from the Nyaruguru region—particularly 
Mubuga and Rwamiko communes, Gikongoro prefecture—arrived in our sector. Some of them 
camped at Nyumba parish and in the surrounding area. Others went to Nyakibanda seminary; still 
others headed towards Kansi parish, Nyaruhengeri commune, undoubtedly with the intention of trying 
to seek refuge in Burundi. They told us they were fleeing because of the threats to their lives from 
people wearing banana leaves who were attacking them and setting fire to their houses. From where 
we were, we could see thick black clouds spreading out in the sky over Nyaruguru; it was the smoke 
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from burning houses. The people of Gishamvu stayed calm. Apart from what we heard on Radio 
Rwanda and RTLM broadcasts, which told us that the Inyenzi had killed our President and that the 
FAR had engaged them in fighting, we weren’t yet aware of the genocide which was taking place 
throughout the country.   
 
Moreover, since the start of the war in October 1990, the local administrative authorities in Gishamvu 
had set up a system of night patrols intended to prevent infiltration by the Inyenzi. Hutus and Tutsis 
manned these patrols together and there were never any confrontations due to ethnic differences. After 
Habyarimana’s death, the patrols continued. There were two in Gishamvu cellule: Birambi and “mu 
Kabuga ka Gishamvu” where the sector office was located.   
 
On the Wednesday—we can’t remember the date but we think it was the first Wednesday after the 
death of the President—Théodore Sindikubwabo paid a visit to the Gishamvu communal authorities. 
The meeting took place at the commune office. Pascal Kambanda, bourgmestre of Gishamvu since 
1971, the sous-préfet of Busoro, Assiel Simbarikure, who had taken over the job from Placide Koloni 
more than four years previously, and councillors from all sectors attended. The representative of our 
sector was Célestin Kubwimana, alias “Cyuma”, a former Gishamvu policeman who had been 
councillor there since 1990. The rest of the community wasn’t invited to the meeting, which is why we 
don’t know exactly what Sindikubwabo said. However, what happened just a few minutes after his 
visit allows us to say with some certainty that he had come with a highly incendiary message; which is 
to say that he had asked the Gishamvu communal authorities to begin the genocide. The meeting took 
place just after midday. Early in the afternoon the bourgmestre and the sous-préfet went round on 
board their respective trucks to raise public awareness. After dividing up the ten cellules of Gishamvu 
commune among themselves, each man travelled the roads of the sectors, saying the Tutsis should all 
die, that the Hutus had an inescapable duty to do their community work, “umuganda”, and hunt the 
Tutsis. The sous-préfet, accompanied by communal policemen, went round one area in his blue pick-
up truck, an ordinary cab that belonged to the sous-préfecture. The bourgmestre took the khaki 
HILUX truck and drove around the other side, along with some policemen, to broadcast the same 
message. They both used megaphones to make their voices carry as far as possible.  
 
In the meantime, the sector councillors had gone back to their sectors to pass on the message to their 
subordinates. They gathered the cellule officials together to explain to them that the President had 
given the order to exterminate all Tutsi. According to Jean-Baptiste Habyarimana, responsable of 
Gishamvu cellule during the genocide (now detained in Gishamvu), councillor Célestin Kubwimana, 
alias Cyuma, asked him to urge the Hutus in the cellule to meet up early on Saturday morning at the 
sector office to go to annihilate the Tutsi refugees at Nyumba parish. Jean-Baptiste replied that the 
refugees had a large numerical advantage and the Hutus from the cellule would be no match for them. 
The councillor reassured him that reinforcements would be coming in from elsewhere. 
 
Nyumba parish was located in Gishamvu cellule and the responsable there felt very concerned by the 
situation. However, the fact that the cellule was home to the former offices of the commune and the 
sous-prefecture gave him the impression that he wasn’t alone in his responsibilities. The refugees were 
occupying the old and the new churches, the primary school premises and the court buildings. They 
were lots of them. When questioned about it, the prisoners estimated their number at around 3000. It 
was from that afternoon onwards that the Tutsis from Gishamvu started to abandon their homes in 
order to join those at Nyumba parish. Shortly before, they had been there to assist the Tutsis who had 
come from Nyaruguru. The night of that same day, a group of Tutsi refugees were shot in Birambi. 
The victims—who numbered more than 70—didn’t come from our commune. We think that they were 
killed by the communal police and military reservists, among them Claude Ntibazumunsi, currently 
held imprisoned either in Karubanda or in Nyakizu, and Grégoire Habyarimana alias “Kamango”, now 
in exile.  
 
In the days that followed, councillor Cyuma did everything possible to mobilise the Hutu population to 
answer the call to meet up on that Saturday. He travelled around all the cellules under his remit with a 
gun to say that any Hutu that he found at home after 7:00 a.m. on Saturday would face terrible 
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consequences, including the possibility of being shot. Everybody should be at the sector office in 
Gishamvu before 7:00 a.m. 
 
That Saturday morning, we presented ourselves at the sector office in Gishamvu. It was said that all 
the Hutus from Gishamvu commune were there. People had come from each sector. Councillor Cyuma 
split us into two groups: he asked the first group surround the seminary at Nyakibanda, and the 
second, Nyumba parish. We went into action at around 8:00 a.m. We were armed with machetes, 
spears, clubs and sticks, but the policemen who were with us had firearms. These policemen included 
Joseph Nyamwasa, now in exile, Félicien Mazimpaka, deceased, and Emile Ntagugura, detained in 
Karubanda. Cyuma was also carrying a gun. That day the refugees put up a strong resistance; we threw 
stones at each other for a long time. We don’t think there were any victims on their side.  
 
On the Sunday there were no attacks. Instead, the bourgmestre, the sous-préfet of Busoro and another 
sous-préfet from Butare who was, however, living in Gishamvu, Laurent Kubwimana, mobilised 
reinforcements from other communes, notably communal policemen from Kigembe, Runyinya and 
Nyakizu as well as the prominent militiamen from these communes. 
 
Large-scale assaults were launched at daybreak on Monday, at Nyakibanda and Nyumba 
simultaneously. The tactics were the same as on Saturday: surround the two places then open fire on 
the refugees. Use knives to finish off anyone who tried to escape. The carnage was almost over by 
about 4:00 p.m. Victims’ bodies lay everywhere. Their cows and other property were looted. A share 
of the cows was put aside as recompense for the killers who had come from other communes. There 
were so, so many victims at Nyumba parish, Nyakibanda seminary, passing by the courtyards of the 
commune office, the sous-prefecture and Busoro trading centre. The corpses of the victims were 
strewn all over the ground. In the parish grounds there was a building that had been knocked down on 
top of the victims. 
 
All the bodies stayed where they were for at least a week. The same authorities who had asked us to 
kill the refugees then ordered us to help with burying them. We refused as the bodies were 
decomposing and smelt awful. The sous-préfet brought some prisoners from Karubanda, but they 
could not do the work because there were so many victims. He went back to Butare to find a 
“Caterpillar” bulldozer to dig two big mass graves: one in the courtyard opposite Nyumba church and 
the other between the former Nyumba church building (commonly known as the “celebration room”) 
and the primary school. The bourgmestre, the councillor and the sous-préfet implored us in vain to 
come and take away the bodies of the victims, which they described as filth. They used communal 
policemen to intimidate us, but even that didn’t work: when the police appeared, people ran away from 
them. The commune authorities finally established a payment system for those who wanted to come 
and help them. Some men consequently agreed to help. Two trucks from Butare National University 
came to help with transport and with throwing the bodies into the pits; they bore the words 
“UNR/Butare.” We think their make was “Hino”. 
 
Several days later, the councillor of Gishamvu called us to a meeting. The sous-préfet and the 
bourgmestre were also there. They asked us to organise searches in the bush and the forests so as to 
track down the few survivors from the massacres at Nyumba and Nyakibanda. The communal 
policemen helped us in the hunt, and the people we flushed out were killed there and then. Similar 
operations continued until the arrival of the RPA. 
 
Apart from guns and grenades, other weapons used during the genocide were machetes, clubs and 
spears. The looting wasn’t organised. Whoever found the victims’ property first took it for themselves. 
The refugees had brought large herds of cows with them to Nyumba parish and to Nyakibanda but 
they were all looted in no time at all. There was no organisation in sharing out the loot; the law of the 
strongest applied. However, with regard to the victims’ crops and land, the councillor sold them to 
people at a very low price. Some people got several hectares of banana plants or fields of colocase for 
very low prices—no more than 1500 Rwandese francs. Knowing the value of this land before the 
genocide, such a price was as good as giving it away for free. Victims’ houses were also destroyed. 
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The looters took everything of value that they could transport: tiles, metal sheeting, bricks, trees, 
doors, windows, etc. 
 
The systematic rape of women and young girls didn’t happen in our cellule. But there were some 
young men who took advantage of the circumstances to illegally “marry” Tutsi girls without their 
permission. We know of two such cases in our cellule and the couples are still living together.  
 
If we had to give the names of the main architects of the genocide at Gishamvu, they would be:   
 

• Théodore Sindikubwabo who brought the message that triggered things off; 
• Assiel Simbarikure, sous-préfet of Busoro, under arrest in Karubanda; 
• Laurent Kubwimana, sous-préfet in Butare who lived in Gishamvu at Busoro; in exile in 

Congo;  
• Pascal Kambanda, bourgmestre of Gishamvu, a refugee in Congo; 
• Célestin Kubwimana alias “Cyuma”, councillor of Gishamvu, in exile in Congo; 
• Gabriel Murara, intern, medical assistant at Butare University Hospital, has found refuge in 

Congo; 
• Jean Niyizurugero, school inspector from Gishamvu, in exile in Congo.  
 

We take them to be the leaders of the genocide in Gishamvu because these men were very well 
respected by the people. Some were our authorities, some our teachers, others were our doctors: we 
obeyed them. But during the genocide, rather than provide us with good advice about unity, they 
prepared us for the extermination of the Tutsis. They even went to find reinforcements in the 
neighbouring communes, always with the preoccupation of spilling Tutsi blood.   
 
The prisoners interviewed at Gishamvu detention centre are: 
 

• Jean-Damascène Ruzibiza, born 1954, former youth trainer in Gishamvu commune and ex-
commune census official. At the time of the genocide he was working for the Global 
Development Project in Butare, DGB; 

• Théoneste Kagame, born 1955, census official in Gishamvu commune during the genocide; 
• Thomas Nyamwigendaho, born 1957, peasant with four years of primary education; 
• Viateur Kabalira, born 1977, peasant with five years of primary education; 
• Ntezilyayo alias “Kagarara”, born 1963, beer seller; 
• André Muvunandinda, born 1962, shop keeper; 
• Pierre Nyabyenda, born 1955, peasant with five years of primary education, member of 

Gishamvu cellule committee; 
• Jean-Baptiste Gafaranga, born 1948, farmer with four years of primary education; 
• Tharcisse Ndagijimana, born 1971, peasant; 
• Kadende Mutirende who gave himself the first name Emmanuel, born 1968, peasant; 
• Laurent Havugamungu, born 1957, peasant with four years of primary education; 
• Jean-Baptiste Habyarimana, born 1961, Gishamvu cellule official with six years of primary 

education.1 
 
b) Detainees at Karubanda Central Prison 

 
The following detainees were interviewed: 
 

• Emile Ntagugura, communal policeman in Gishamvu from February 1990 until 13 July 1994; 

                                                 
1 Interviewed in Gishamvu, 21 October 2002.  
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• Assiel Simbarikure, born 1966, son of Kangesha and Ntakababaro. Sous-préfet of Busoro 
from 2 November 1984 to 4 July 1994. Originally from Kirambo commune, 
Cyangugu prefecture; 

• Claude Ntibazumunsi, was in the FAR from 1985, reservist from March 1993, radio operator 
in Busoro préfecture until July 1994; 

• Joseph Rwandanga, blacksmith in Gishamvu; 
• Simon Nahayo, blacksmith in Gishamvu; 
• Théogène Mulindantwari, blacksmith in Gishamvu; 
• André Ntakirutimana, blacksmith in Gishamvu; 
• Gaspard Berinyuma, blacksmith in Gishamvu; 
• Jean Twagirayezu, blacksmith in Gishamvu; 
• Jean Baptiste Uwihanganye, mason in Gishamvu; 
• Callixte Bakundukize, farmer from Gishamvu; 
• Bénoît Niyonzima, veterinary assistant in Gishamvu. 

 
11 of the 12 detainees plead guilty to all the charges made against them, but Assiel Simbarikure only 
pleads guilty of one charge. Below is their testimony 
 
Before Habyarimana’s death the Hutus and Tutsis lived together peacefully in the hills and the two 
communities maintained good relations. Intermarriage wasn’t unusual and general social relations 
were good. Once Habyarimana was killed, the Tutsis and Hutus both felt the same foreboding that 
they were going to die. After three days the situation was still relatively calm, apart from comments 
and rumours that were being circulated by some residents claiming that the Inkotanyi had shot down 
the President’s plane and assassinated him. However, radio RTLM made incessant broadcasts inciting 
the Hutus to exterminate the Tutsis.  
 
On 10 April we saw the first Tutsi refugees arriving from Rwamiko in Gikongoro. They were carrying 
mats and cooking utensils on their heads, and some of them had goats and cows. Other refugees told 
us that they were coming from the hills next to the Mata tea factory [in commune Rwamiko]. They 
described to us how they had fled from men dressed in banana leaves, who were killing Tutsis, 
burning their houses and looting their cattle. The refugees found shelter in a big house commonly 
called “ku mangazini” located near Gishamvu sector. The next day refugees arrived en masse and 
settled in the house sheltering the sector, while others went to camp on Bitare hill in Sheke sector and 
on the high hills of Gishamvu. The number of refugees increased dramatically from one day to the 
next. Some of them went to Nyumba parish and at the seminary in Nyakibanda. Some headed for 
Burundi along the footpaths; others were accompanied by the inhabitants of Gishamvu as far as Kansi 
parish, also with the aim of reaching Burundi. Up until then the refugees were free to move around the 
entire sector as they liked, and could even go to the market at Busoro without the slightest obstruction.  
 
Towards 16 or 17 April, we saw a column of smoke on the other side of Gatobwe. The Gatobwe River 
divides Nyakizu from what was formerly Runyinya commune. In the course of that same night, we 
saw the same thing happening not far from the hills adjoining Butare. The Tutsis in Gishamvu cellule 
quickly understood that they were going to suffer the same fate and that their deaths were imminent. 
That was why they asked their Hutu neighbours to go with them to the seminary and to Nyumba parish 
to join the other Tutsis from Gikongoro who had sought refuge there. They left some of their property 
for their Hutu neighbours, such as goats, for example or some household furniture. During this time 
the commune authorities manifested a certain degree of neutrality, which was the reason that the Hutus 
hadn’t rushed to attack the Tutsis from Gishamvu.  
 
The arrival of Théodore Sindikubwabo, President of the interim government, at Busoro sous-
prefecture, signalled the start of the killings in Gishamvu commune.  
 
The detainees, including the sous-préfet of Busoro from that time, were all agreed on the date that he 
came to Gishamvu. They maintained that he came on 21 April, a Thursday, at about 3:00 p.m.  
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The visit was a short one lasting no more than 30 minutes. Emile Ntagugura said that he was on guard 
that day in Gishamvu commune, some 50 metres from the office of the sous-préfecture. He saw three 
vehicles enter the sous-préfecture and immediately, bourgmestre Kambanda told him to accompany 
him there. Ntagugura highlighted he fact that the sous-préfecture was guarded by the Presidential 
Guard. He said that he stayed in the background; it was only the administrative authorities from the 
sous-préfecture, including several councillors, who met with the president. The former sous-préfet of 
Busoro, Assiel Sibarikure, explained what happened next:  
 

Théodore Sindikubwabo arrived unexpectedly during the afternoon and met me in my office. We talked 
about the politics of the country. He told me that Habyarimana’s death had been for political reasons.  
He then asked me what I thought about it. I informed him that my job had nothing to do with politics. 
The President’s politics are the responsibility of the préfet in the prefecture and, when the need arises, 
of the bourgmestre throughout the commune, including Busoro sous-préfecture. There were just the two 
of us. Afterwards he left.   

 
The prisoners shouted and Emile, the policeman told him that he was mistaken because they had been 
given the message to kill the Tutsis that same day. Emile went on, saying that the President came to 
Busoro from Ndora where, as he had been told by the brigadier of Ndora commune, he had given the 
order to kill the Tutsis. The prisoners judged the former préfet’s words to be pure lies and wanted to 
hear the testimony of this brigadier from Ndora in order to know the true facts.  
 
The head of the Ndora communal police force, Vincent Twiringiyimana, who is also held in the same 
prison then spoke.   
 

President Théodore Sindikubwabo arrived at Ndora commune before midday on 21 April 1994. I was 
brigadier of the said commune and that day I was on guard there. He came with very many soldiers and 
held a meeting with the bourgmestre of Ndora, Célestin Rwankubito (imprisoned in Nyanza); the 
former bourgmestre of Muganza, Elie Ndayambaje (imprisoned in Arusha), and the bourgmestre of 
Nyaruhengeri commune, who has fled the country. The meeting only lasted about 30 minutes. As he left 
the commune, Sindikubwabo greeted the crowd that had come to meet him. He told them that he was 
passing through and that he was on his way to Busoro for a work assignment. He left them with the 
following message: “From this moment on, we are going to work like we did in 1959.” 

 
Sindikuwabo picked someone out from the middle of the crowd, a man called Antoine Uhagaze, and 
asked him if he remembered the way that they had “worked” in 1959. The man replied in the 
affirmative. So, he told them to go to work, and to pay attention to people who said this was nothing to 
do with them:  
 

“This is nothing to do with me” or “this doesn’t concern me” signals people who are not with you and 
who are supporters of Radio Muhabura [the radio of the RPF]; I hand them over to you. I am in a hurry; 
you will get the other messages through your commune authorities. 

 
Assiel Sibarikure replied that he has nothing to reproach himself for as he had no real authority at that 
time, adding that the responsibility lies with the bourgmestre of Gishamvu commune during that 
period.  
 
However, he pleads guilty to one charge, in accordance with article 53, paragraph 2 of the organic 
law which established the gacaca courts, which states that “the fact that one or other of the acts 
targeted by the present organic law was committed by a subordinate does not clear his superior of 
criminal responsibility if he knew or could have known that the subordinate was preparing to commit 
this act, or that he had committed it, and the superior did not take necessary and reasonable measures 
to punish the perpetrators or prevent the aforementioned act from being committed when it was within 
his means to do so.” He features in the list of those prosecuted for or accused of having committed 
category-one acts prescribed by article 9 of the organic law No 8/96 of August 30th 1996, as was 
published in the official newspaper of the Rwandese Republic and updated on December 31st 2000. He 
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is No 424, son of Kangesha and Ntakababaro. The progress of his case is on the roll of the Public 
Ministry, RMP No 41866/ S8 (enquiries).  
 
The prisoners continued their account. 
 
The inhabitants of Gishamvu didn’t know that the President had arrived in their area, unless they 
happened to be at the sous-préfecture or at the commune office of Gishamvu. Long before his arrival, 
the authorities in the region had established patrols during the night so as to prevent the infiltration of 
the Inyenzi. During the day roadblocks were erected, particularly on the main roads, with the intention 
of checking identity cards so as to find vehicles that didn’t have the proper travel documents. After 
Sindikubwabo had left, Simon Nahayo, who was mounting guard at the mu Kabuga roadblock, 
received a small note from councillor Cyuma. It informed him that the refugees no longer had 
permission to move around as they pleased or to come and go, and that consequently they would have 
to stay in the parish or within the confines of the seminary.  Jean Twagirayezu told us that he was 
selling essential goods to the refugees, things like sugar, salt, and prepared food like sweet potatoes 
and porridge. That day Cyuma forbade him from continuing to sell to the refugees in order to starve 
them so that they wouldn’t be able to put up any kind of resistance. During this time, Cyuma was 
mounting a public-awareness campaign and calling on young, strong people to come very early in the 
morning and start work. He had already briefed the cellule officials who, in turn, were broadcasting 
the message to the people. 
 
The next morning we attended a meeting. They were a great many of us, an immense crowd too big 
for us to count. The gathering took place not far from the Gishamvu sector office. The councillor 
spoke and said this to us: “We are going to burn the Tutsis’ houses so that they will go into exile, so 
that they won’t be able to find anywhere to stay anymore.” While making this short speech he was 
surrounded by officials from all the cellules, including Aloys Sibomana, an agronomist who has fled 
the country, and the assistant bourgmestre Hervaz Riberakurora, now dead. Gaspard Berinyuma 
disclosed that the day before, Cyuma had given him four boxes of matches because he had told him 
they weren’t easy to get hold of. The work started at 6:30 a.m. 
 
There was a massive response to this invitation from the young, strong people as well as the residents 
from the three cellules of Gishamvu sector. Young people from Gikunzi sector, Kibo cellule, were also 
present at the meeting. Before burning the houses we had to check inside to see if there was anything 
that had been abandoned there by the owner. Tables, chairs and household utensils were carried off by 
people. They set fire to the whole of the Gashyankingi hill; at least 50 houses were burnt. Afterwards, 
in order to soothe our tiredness, we held a handicapped man François Mukimbiri, to ransom for the 
sum of 10,000 francs. He was a Tutsi from Gishamvu cellule who was rich and had a lot of money. 
Damascène Ruzibiza collected the money; we quenched our thirst. Ruzibiza is currently held in 
Gishamvu commune detention centre. Once that entertainment was over, the councillor thanked us for 
the task we’d accomplished and told us that we still had the job of clearing the Tutsi refugees out of 
the seminary and Nyumba parish. Instructions were given and another meeting was fixed for the next 
day.                   
 
Saturday morning, on 23 April, we answered the councillor’s appeal. There were many residents there. 
The only people who had guns were the communal policemen. We were armed with machetes, spears, 
stones and sticks. The policeman Emile says that the day before, the bourgmestre had called him to 
ask where all the other policemen were.  
 

I told him that they were resting in their houses, that they hadn’t worked that day. The bourgmestre 
gave me the driver, Gatabazi, to bring them from their houses. In the morning I received 15 cartridges, 
and my colleagues Joseph Nyamwasa (in exile), and Félicien Mazimpaka (deceased), received the 
same. We, the police, attacked the refugees who were gathered at the primary school not far from 
Nyumba parish. We fired from the football pitch to give the signal to other people who had left to 
besiege the seminary. I killed just one person that Saturday because the 15 cartridges were spent. When 
the residents on the other side heard the gunshots ring out, they threw stones at the refugees. But they 
met with fierce resistance as the refugees had a great numerical advantage over their assailants.   
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Simon was one of the people throwing stones at the refugees, and he says that no refugee was killed 
that day by the residents, although the communal police did kill some people.  
 
On the Sunday, we observed a truce as the authorities had promised us that they were going to send for 
reinforcements.  Sometime on Sunday evening some ammunition arrived from Butare, according to 
Emile. His colleague, Frédéric Mugaragaza, (deceased) had escorted the bourgmestre and the sous-
préfet that Sunday, and had been told by them that this ammunition had come from the Junior 
Officers’ School in Butare (ESO).2 The same Sunday, Cyuma held a meeting at Busoro trading centre, 
in his bar, where he urged all the cellule officials to mobilise the population to come en masse to join 
in with the work that was planned for Monday morning.   
 
On Monday morning at 7:30 a.m. the inhabitants of Gishamvu came from all corners of the commune,  
armed with machetes, spears, sticks and clubs, as underlined by Ntagugura who was on guard that 
Sunday night. At 8:00 a.m., the first vehicle from Kigembe arrived at the courtyard outside Gishamvu 
commune office. The vehicle, a white Toyota, was full of policemen armed with guns. Other 
reinforcements from Kigembe were brought by the Hilux truck belonging to bourgmestre Kambanda, 
and other vehicles belonging to Alexis, alias “CDR”, the sous-préfet, and Bonaventure Nkundabakura, 
alias “Nkabankwese.”  
 
They were chanting Hutu Power slogans, whistling and shouting. The courtyard of Gishamvu 
commune was filled with a vast crowd ready to launch the assault. The bourgmestre and the councillor 
told us: “The job now is to kill all the Tutsi refugees at Nyumba parish and at Nyakibanda seminary.” 
The crowd clapped, and we set off as fast as we could, shouting and singing. Once we got near the 
primary school we divided ourselves into two groups. The first group stayed by the primary school 
and Nyumba parish, while the second headed towards the seminary. Frightened by the shouting and 
the commotion, some refugees had crammed into the classrooms and locked the doors. Those who 
were in the courtyard were the first to be lynched. In order to be able to execute the people in the 
classrooms we had quite a difficult task because we had to go and get pickaxes to break the doors 
down. This was done both at Nyumba parish and at the seminary. The soldiers and policemen used 
their guns, while the others who had knives were on the look out for people trying to escape. The 
massacre started at 9:00 a.m. and was finished by about 4:00 or 5:00 p.m. After this slaughter, the 
strong returned with their spoils: cows, goats, doors, windows and other things of value. The people of 
Kigembe went back to their houses drunk with joy at having carried off so many things. The corpses 
were scattered all over. The sites of the massacres were real bloodbaths.    
      
On the Tuesday morning, the people from Kigembe came back to put the finishing touches to their 
gruesome plan. No gunshots were heard that day as their objective was to finish off the people who 
were still alive in the midst of all the corpses, and to loot property again like they had the previous 
day. The Tutsis who were struggling under all the human remains were automatically killed with 
knives. The killers at these massacres at Nyumba parish and at the seminary were:     
        
• The administrative authorities who mobilised the human and material resources to carry out their 

plan of extermination; 
• The policemen and soldiers who came from Kigembe to assist the local authorities; 
• The communal policemen from Gishamvu; 
• The people of Gishamvu. 
 
The bodies of the victims were lying everywhere. Heavy rain fell in the area and the corpses were 
quick to decompose. The road from Busoro to the sector office at Gishamvu was almost impassable; 
the inhabitants preferred to take the little footpaths because a sickening odour could be smelled 
                                                 
2 For details, see African Rights, Lt. Col. Tharcisse Muvunyi: A Rwandese Genocide Commander Living in 
Britain, April 2000, 109 pages. Lt. Col. Muvunyi was the commander of ESO. He is now in the custody of the 
International Criminal Tribunal in Arusha.  
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everywhere. Five days after the massacre, the cellule officials received instructions from their 
superiors that the people should bury the bodies. The inhabitants were reluctant because the corpses 
stank so much that we couldn’t begin to describe it to you. It was more hideous than it sounds; you 
really had to see it. The first day when the councillor forced the residents to bury the bodies, some of 
them even turned around and ran away because they couldn’t bear the smell. In the face of such 
resistance, the job had to be remunerated. The workers received 200 hundred francs a day. Seeing as 
the work was rather sensitive they raised the pay to 300 hundred francs, 500 hundred francs, up as 
high as 700 hundred francs. It was the bourgmestre who put forward the money. The bourgmestre 
could only do so much. So he asked for loans from shopkeepers in Gishamvu to meet the problem of 
burying the bodies. The shopkeeper Innocent Mutabaruka, alias “Kazungu”, assisted by giving money; 
he’s now in prison in Butare. On the other side, at the seminary, a priest who was staying there did the 
same job as the bourgmestre in order to clean up the graveyard. The priest was called Thaddée, but the 
other part of his name escapes us [Rusingizandekwe]. He gave sorghum and beans to the population. 
 
In return, the people had to clear the corpses, not only from within the seminary but also from the 
wider area, from fields and gardens. Since the stock of provisions had been used up, Thaddée gave the 
labourers 500 francs a day, but unfortunately it didn’t have the results he wanted. He appealed to the 
Red Cross to come and help him. The Red Cross team came and worked but they were exhausted. 
Thaddée, in league with the bourgmestre and Assiel, the sous-préfet who’s present here (in jail), went 
to look for prisoners at Karubanda prison in Butare. They worked simultaneously at the seminary and 
at Nyumba parish. It was a waste of time and effort. These prisoners, like their predecessors, didn’t 
complete the task. To completely finish the burials, a “Caterpillar” bulldozer was brought from Butare. 
This machine worked for three days at Nyumba parish and at Nyakibanda. It marked out ditches and 
dug pits to bury the bodies in. The true number of victims killed reached more than 3,000.    
      
Towards the beginning of June, the war was raging.  The ex-FAR and the interahamwe militia suffered  
successive defeats on the battlefield in the face of the Inkotanyi advance. Because of that, the Prime 
Minister, Jean Kambanda, accompanied by the préfet of Butare, [Alphonse] Ntezilyayo [imprisoned in 
Arusha], and our bourgmestre, Kambanda, went to the Gishamvu blacksmiths’ cooperative (COFOGI) 
to give them an order for bows and arrows. The batch they ordered was very substantial and the 
cooperative by itself couldn’t provide all the labour needed, so it sub-contracted out to other private 
blacksmiths in the region. The majority of us are blacksmiths and we set ourselves to work. Théogène 
Mulindantwari said that the Prime Minister told them that these bows and arrows were intended for the 
people to help the soldiers to chase the Inyenzi from our territory. The RPA had just seized the whole 
of Bugesera and was advancing towards Butare. The authorities left cast iron at COFOGI in order to 
get the work finished as quickly as possible. The Prime Minister left them 7,000 francs as an advance 
for the order. The remaining sum had been left for councillor Cyuma for when the order was delivered. 
These bows and arrows were never delivered but were stored at the cooperative. They were not 
delivered because we were obliged to flee on 4 July.  
 
As far as large-scale massacres in Gishamvu sector are concerned, the two most important sites are 
Nyakibanda seminary and Nyumba parish.  It should be mentioned that next to Nyumba parish there is 
a primary school where a significant number of victims lost their lives. Away from these sites, other 
massacres took place at mu Birambi in Gishamvu cellule, where 200 or 300 Tutsis died. They were 
killed by policemen and residents. They were survivors from Nyakibanda and from Nyumba parish 
who had hidden themselves there and they were trying to flee towards Burundi. They were killed with 
guns and clubs, then buried in a mass grave. Some were thrown into latrines, notably the one near 
Gishamvu sector office. The weapons used during the genocide were guns, grenades, machetes, clubs, 
bludgeons, sticks, arrows, spears and stones.   
 
After the killings at Nyumba and Nyakibanda, councillor Cyuma and his cellule officials held a 
meeting about destroying the houses of Tutsis. The councillor explained the objective in these terms: 
“We must demolish the houses down to the foundations. If you just destroy half, it gives a bad 
impression. The destruction must be systematic.” The metallic doors as well as the windows of 
François Mukimbiri’s house were quickly torn off. The metal sheeting and tiles were taken away.  The 
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seminary was spared as it was guarded day and night by the communal policemen. The most able-
bodied people carried off lots of things: it was the law of the jungle. It wasn’t an easy thing to 
demolish the houses down to their foundations because there were so many of them, and in some 
places traces of the houses were still visible. 
 
With regard to the looting of victims’ property, cows, goats and pigs were taken, above all by the 
people responsible for making the patrols. However, when it came to fields and crops, councillor 
Cyuma had the last word. The best sorghum fields went to the councillor. Once the sorghum had 
reached maturity, the people harvested it and then took it to the councillor’s house where he had a 
suitable granary. At the sector office, there was also a significant quantity of sorghum. Cyuma told us 
that once it was ready, the sorghum beer would be drunk and it would be a day of joy and celebration 
for Hutu Power. That day never arrived as we had long fled by then. The fields of banana plants, 
manioc, beans or sweet potatoes were sold at affordable prices. Those who bought these fields were 
given a receipt from the commune. According to the councillor, this money was paid into the State 
coffers. Simon stated that François Mukimbiri’s vehicle—which had been taken charge of by 
Sabagirirwa (in prison in Karubanda) and Karasira (living in Gishamvu)—transported the looted 
goods. The vehicle was used to transport beans, sweet potatoes, rice looted from the Benebikira Sisters 
of Nyumba, the motor from the parish, etc. Each person loaded it up with their loot, but we had to give 
a report to the councillor.  
 
While the men were occupied with looting goods and crops, the young girls were given the job of 
guarding the roadblocks during the day. Two important roadblocks were put up in Gishamvu sector. 
The first was situated just at the entrance to the Busoro trading centre and the second was not far from 
the sector office and was known as mu kabuga roadblock. The girls aged at least fourteen years old 
had to keep guard at the roadblock. They checked identity cards: if the identity card carried the word 
“Tutsi” that person was immediately taken before the commune authorities who would have to decide 
on their fate. In addition, they had to check whether vehicles had all the necessary travel documents, 
such as the car registration document, insurance papers, etc. Marthe was the head of the girls in 
Gishamvu cellule. She used to work with Mukasine and Nyirabukara. The latter is held at Karubanda 
prison.  
 
We don’t know anything about the rape of girls and women because such acts were carried out at night 
in secret. Even so, some Hutus gave refuge to Tutsi girls or women, not out of kindness but because, 
quite simply, they wanted to rape them.  
 
The genocide had been well planned by the authorities who governed us at that time. We took in 
refugees from Gikongoro without any problems. The lived in their camp without being attacked by 
anyone because the administrative authorities stayed quiet. However, the massacres started the next 
day when President Sindikubwabo set foot in Busoro sous-préfecture. Rather than guarding the 
security of the people and their property, these same authorities were the first to incite the people to 
kill their fellow inhabitants, who were seen as their enemies. It was our authorities who mobilised the 
policemen, the soldiers and civilians to take it out on the Tutsis. In short, their role in the genocide of 
the Tutsis in our commune is beyond dispute. Here is the list of the architects of the genocide in 
Gishamvu: 
 
• Théodore Sindikubwabo. He gave the green light to begin the genocide in Gishamvu; 
• Pascal Kambanda, bourgmestre of Gishamvu  who has fled the country; 
• Célestin Kubwimana alias “Cyuma”, councillor of Gishamvu. He could be in the Congo; 
• Assiel Simbarikure, sous-préfet of Busoro, imprisoned with us here in Karubanda; 
• Gabriel Murara, medical assistant at Butare University Hospital, president of MDR Power in 

Gishamvu (in exile); 
• Aloys Sibomana, agronomist from Gishamvu commune (has fled the country); 
• Hervaz Riberakurora, assistant bourgmestre of the commune, deceased;  
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• Alex alias “CDR”, originally from Ruhengeri. He worked in the accounts department at the 
Ministry of Public Works in Busoro.  We don’t know what happened to him; 

• Jean Niyizurugero, school inspector from Gishamvu (refugee in the Congo).3 
 
c) The Genocide Survivors and Other Witnesses  
 
Before the attack of 1 October 1990 by the Inkotanyi, there was an atmosphere of understanding 
between the Hutus and Tutsis of Gishamvu cellule. When the war broke out in October, if a Tutsi was 
taking his cows to graze at the pasture, the Hutus would say to him: “Look after them for us.” It even 
happened that the Hutus would refuse to farm saying that they were going to benefit from what the 
Tutsis would do. Those from our cellule had especially planned to benefit from the inheritance of 
Mukimbiri, a rich Tutsi from the cellule who was in business.  
 
With the advent of multipartyism, certain Tutsis described as accomplices of the Inkotanyi, were 
mistreated. It was said that Mukimbiri was using his car to help young boys to join the Inkotanyi who 
had invaded Rwanda. They exhumed the grave of his wife on the pretext that there were weapons 
inside it, which had come from his children who had joined the Inkotanyi. This shows to which point 
political pluralism had brought conflicts between Hutus and Tutsis.  
 
On the morning of 7 April 1994, the death of President Habyarimana was announced on the radio. The 
next day roadblocks were erected. The councillor of our sector, Célestin Kubwimana alias “Cyuma” 
held meetings across the whole of Gishamvu sector with the aim of making people aware of the need 
to carry out patrols to thwart the enemy. They said that the Inyenzi were going to attack the whole 
country. The term Inkotanyi wasn’t used in our area; instead they used the insulting term of Inyenzi. 
Gishamvu cellule was divided into three zones. Each zone had at least ten people who were supposed 
to go on patrol each night. There were three roadblocks, of which the most important was set up in 
front of the office of Gishamvu sector. It’s just along the road leading to the former commune office of 
Nyakizu.  
  
During the patrols, men took turns on the team. The cellule responsables supervised how the patrols 
were made up. Hutus and Tutsis went on patrol together. A few days later, we saw Tutsi refugees 
coming from Gikongoro and the commune of Runyinya. They told us that at home, their houses had 
been burned down and that the arsonists had been dressed with bags over their head so that it was 
difficult for them to identify them. Some of these refugees had cows, carried little children and a few 
possessions, notably radios. When they arrived at the roadblock, their radios were taken from them.   
 
In the week when the refugees arrived, probably between 14-18 April, some of the Tutsis from 
Gishamvu were not asked to take part in the patrols. Evariste Murindwa is a survivor from Gishamvu.   
 

Between 15 and 16 April, my elder brother, Pascal Ntandayera, who was killed during the genocide, 
went to patrol. He and some other Tutsis like Murenzi and Bosco Gakwandi (who are all deceased) 
were told to go back home because no one had invited them.  

 
This happened after councillor Kibwimana had held a meeting at Busoro, where he told the Hutus to 
get rid of their Tutsi enemy. Not one Tutsi had been invited to the meeting. Moreover, a Tutsi tried to 
edge his way in but was chased away. This was Théoneste Hakizimana who is currently a soldier of 
the RPA. At the time of the patrols, they were armed with spears, massues4, and machetes. Those who 
went on patrol also had to have torches because it was forbidden to light a fire so as not to give 
directions to the “enemy.”  
 
Between 15 and 16 April, the Tutsis of Gishamvu began to leave their houses. They left their 
belongings at home. Some of them took refuge in the mountains; in particular they occupied the hill 

                                                 
3 Interviewed at Karubanda central prison, Butare, 25 October 2002. 
4 Nail-studded clubs.  
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called Gishamvu at a place called Gasyankingi. Meanwhile the others chose to remain to try and see if 
the situation would return to normal.  
 
On 18 April, they began to burn the Tutsis’ houses. Before they lit the fires, they ransacked everything 
they found there. Everyone took something for himself. The household utensils, foodstuffs and crops 
which hadn’t yet matured were looted. In short any object that could be used was taken away. Cows, 
chickens, pigs, goats and rabbits were killed on the spot. They removed the tiles and the metal 
sheeting. Once only the structures were left, they set them on fire and finished by demolishing the 
walls. The wood which the trunk of the house was made of was taken away to use as firewood. By 
razing the houses to the ground, their aim was to deny the Inyenzi a hiding place. Throughout the 
cellule of Gishamvu, the Tutsis’ houses were left in ruins. Moreover, it’s difficult to specify where a 
house had stood except those built with cement, where the pavement remains as a trace. The arsonists 
were men, women, even children.  
 
After they finished the looting and destruction, they went after the Tutsis who were in the mountains. 
On 19 April, these Tutsis refugees in the mountains had linked up with those from Gikongoro and 
Runyinya who were camping in the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda and at Nyumba parish.  
 
On 20 April, the militiamen came to ravage Nyumba parish. So as not to be confused with the others, 
they were dressed in banana leaves. At the parish, they looted rice, beans, potatoes, sorghum, money 
and a generator, etc. As the looting was being carried out in a chaotic fashion, one of the workers at 
the parish, Nicodème Ruvugabigwi, and the elder brother of councillor Kubwimana, pointed out to 
them where the property of value was to be found. This looting was the work of the people of 
Nyakibanda and Gishamvu.  
 
At 6:00 a.m. in the morning, on 21 April, they went back to Nyumba parish. Because we were on the 
field, they threw stones into the crowd. They had arrived in the cars belonging to the commune of 
Gishamvu, driven by Evariste Gatabazi, the man who looted Mukimbiri’s house, who is now in exile. 
We tried to defend ourselves, but in vain. We didn’t have enough strength as we were hungry. Some 
of us managed to escape. Firearms were also used. Among those who were shooting us, there was the 
former councillor of Gishamvu, Kibwimana, (in exile); a communal policeman, Joseph Nyamwasa, (in 
exile); Damascène Ruzibiza, (detained in Gishamvu prison) and Emile Ntagugura, a communal 
policeman held in Butare central prison. That day, none of the refugees were killed by the stones. But 
the firearms claimed a lot of victims. The refugees came from all the corners of the country and there 
were many of them. By the time we reached the parish, some of the refugees were beginning to look 
for another place to hide.  
 
On the morning of 22 April, the murderers returned to perfect their plan of extermination. The work 
was easily accomplished since the refugees were completely starving. The massacre began at 8:00 a.m. 
The gunmen were helped by people armed with double-edged machetes and massues. Some had come 
from sectors neighbouring Gishamvu. The people armed with traditional weapons killed those who 
were trying to flee, while those who had firearms killed the refugees where they had gathered together. 
The killing spree lasted the whole day and finished at 5:00 p.m. However, the militiamen continued to 
surround us so that no one could escape them. In defending themselves, the refugees murdered one of 
the killers who tried to climb onto the roof to reach the inside of the priests’ enclosure. The refugees 
first threw stones before finishing him off with a machete. He had come from sector Gikunzi, situated 
in Gishamvu commune. In the night some of us were able to leave at around 11:00 p.m. so as to get to 
Burundi, with all the risks that were there. The death toll of the victims was estimated at more than 
2000 because all the parish buildings were full of bodies. 
 
A few Tutsis escaped the killings in Nyumba, but they moved after the genocide, for instance 
Alphonsine Yankulije who is now staying in Kigali. When we left Nyumba, we were troubled by the 
fear of dying on the way like the refugees who had been killed along the way without ever reaching 
their destination. We were in single file; those who were at the front couldn’t know what was 



 15

happening behind them. When we arrived in Burundi, we noticed that our number had diminished 
appreciably. There were other refugees there who had arrived before us. 
  
Apart from the parish of Nyumba and the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda, other people were killed on 
the hills when they were still at home, for example Marcianne Karubera, her daughter-in-law 
Immaculée Mukakayonde and her child who died on 19 April. They were thrown into an anti-erosion 
pit. Others were left on the hills where they had been murdered. This was the case for Ngiziyabyo, 
Béatrice Mukankusi, François Mukimbiri and his son Lambert, Jean-Baptiste Bwana, Anastase 
Ntawiha, Alexis Ntawuyirushamaboko, Suzanne Muhimpundu, who had given birth the day before, 
and her three children. The victims are numerous and traditional weapons were used to finish them off. 
The first victim of Gishamvu cellule to be killed was named Nyabyenda Ngiziyabyo.  
 
The bodies were thrown in the toilets, in the mass graves or anti-erosion pits. Other corpses were 
abandoned on the hills and were devoured by dogs or crows. The best-known mass graves were at 
Mukimbiri’s house, where more than 1000 bodies were exhumed after the genocide and at 
Nyirabagibumba’s house in Busoro, where a significant number of Tutsis met their deaths. The mass 
grave at Mukimbiri’s house was a toilet which had not yet been finished. The killers said that this pit 
had been intended to bury the bodies of Hutus. Another mass grave was found at a place named “ku 
ibagiro” at the abattoir near to the market of Busoro, where a lot of people were dumped. The victims 
thrown into the latrines or the mass graves were either dead or almost dead.  
 
The belongings looted in Gishamvu include armchairs, chairs, fridges, tables, washbasins, motorbikes, 
bicycles…There was also a Tutsi whose car and grinding machines were taken. The looters left 
nothing behind. They stripped the homes not only of the grinding stone, but also of the three stones 
which normally support the cooking pot in the homes of Rwandese peasants living in a rustic setting. 
 
Women also joined in the massacre. Espérance Nyandwi; Primitive Mukagasana; Clotilde 
Mukarurangwa and Agnès Akimana (who all live in the cellule); Chantal Mukankusi, (we don’t know 
where she lives) and lastly Agnès Mukasoni (who lives in cellule Muboni) were among the criminals 
who attacked the parish of Nyumba. The women and girls were as nasty as the men.  
 
Young girls or women were not raped in Nyumba and Nyakibanda while we camped there. However, 
they were said to have been raped in the village.  
 
The authorities played a leading role in the massacres. The day when President Sindikubwabo arrived 
in the sous-préfecture of Busoro marks the beginning of the massacre in our commune. After his 
departure, the hunt for Tutsis began immediately. The sous-préfet Assiel Simbarikure supplied 
weapons to the killers. He even went to seek reinforcements from the people of Kigembe. 
Bourgmestre Kambanda went to the border post of Kanyaru to prevent the refuges who were trying to 
cross into Burundi.  
 
In general, the Tutsis of Gishamvu were massacred by policemen, ordinary people and certain ex-FAR 
reservists who had guns, for example Jean Karambizi of ESO in Butare, and Jean Mukurarinda who 
lives in Kigali.5 
 
2.2 Cellule Busoro 
 
a) The Detainees at Gishamvu Detention Centre  
 
We learned of the death of President Habyarimana on the morning on 7 April 1994. The people were 
dismayed, but no on dared to show their unhappiness. Little groups were formed to talk about it; you 
could read on the face of the peasants that they felt a certain fear. However, RTLM was broadcasting 

                                                 
5 Interviewed in Gishamvu, 25 October 2002. 
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programmes of an ethnic nature, which increased the anger of the Hutu population on the hills rise. In 
spite of this message of hatred, the local people remained calm.  
 
Around 15 April, crowds of refuges from Gikongoro arrived in our sector. They were originally from 
Kivu, Rwamiko and Kibeho in Gikongoro. They told us that they were fleeing men dressed in banana 
leaves and with bags over their heads. These people were looting their things and setting their houses 
alight. Some of them found asylum in Nyumba parish, others moved into the premises housing the 
Grand Seminary of Nyumba. We aren’t in a position to estimate their number. There were so many 
people that you could compare the two sites to refugee camps. In the meantime, there were other 
refugees who were heading for Burundi. A line of refugees on their way back from the border at 
Kanyaru went through the commercial centre of Busoro and told us that they were coming back since 
the customs authorities and refused to let them cross the border. This group of refugees rejoined the 
other Tutsis at the parish and the Grand Seminary.  
 
Between 18 and 20 April, the President of the interim government, Théodore Sindikubwabo, arrived at 
the sous-préfecture of Busoro. We were not there, but from what we heard, he held a meeting with the 
following commune authorities: 
 

• The sous-préfet Assiel Simbarikure; 
• The bourgmestre Pascal Kambanda; 
• Some representatives of the commune and the sous-préfecture; 
• A few councillors of Gishamvu commune, including the one from Gishamvu sector called 

Célestin Kubwimana, alias “Cyuma”. He took over in the interim in cases when the 
bourgmestre was absent or tied up and he was called the substitute bourgmestre. The same day 
as the President arrived, rumours circulated in the evening that the Tutsis were going to be 
wiped out according to the orders he had just given to the authorities of the sous-préfecture. 
That very day, our councillor, Cyuma, demanded that the Tutsis of our cellule join their 
brothers in the parish of Nyumba and the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda. He drove them 
there himself. Here is the list of the Tutsi families which were targeted in Busoro cellule: 

 
• Augustin Nzabakurana’s family; 
• Mushatse’s family; 
• Alfred Munyaneza’s family; 
• Romouald Nyirabugari’s family; 
• Joseph Nzigiye’s family; 
• Gasaza’s family. 

 
 
Two or three days later, around 8:00 in the morning, we heard whistles and people shouting “Hutu 
power, Hutu power.” They were on board Toyota and Hilux vehicles. We recognised the lorries of the 
sous-préfet of Busoro and the bourgmestre of Gishamvu commune. They were civilians and police 
officers from Kigembe. After a few hours, we heard the explosion of grenades and gunshots. The 
massacres of Nyakibanda and Nyumba had just begun. The people of Kigembe and the Gishamvu 
communal policemen killed the refugees during the following two days. The people of Gishamvu also 
participated in this massacre. The bodies of Tutsis were lying everywhere; the Grand Seminary and the 
parish of Nyumba had become real abattoirs. In Nyumba there were two large houses, the new parish 
and the former one, which was referred to as the “celebration”. Other victims were thrown into the 
toilets or left in public view.  
 
After two days the commune authorities ordered the people to bury the victims. Those who didn’t 
obey this order found that a fine of 1000 francs had been imposed on them. People worked reluctantly 
on one occasion. But they couldn’t continue because of the terrible smell. Faced with widespread 
refusal, the commune authorities paid for the work but to no avail. They then called upon the detainees 
in Butare who also didn’t do much. To get the work finished, our authorities resorted to a “Caterpillar” 
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bulldozer. The number of victims rose to 5,000 people, of which 2,000 were at Nyumba parish and 
3000 at the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda. This is an approximate estimate and not an exhaustive 
one. Guns, grenades, massues, spears, sticks and clubs were used during the massacre.  
 
Before the genocide, the administrative authorities had introduced a system of night patrols. The aim 
of these patrols was to counter infiltration by the Inyenzi. The Hutus and Tutsis carried out this work 
together; this didn’t cause any problems because there was a well-established timetable. During the 
genocide, the structure remained the same, but the local authorities asked us to be extra vigilant. The 
head of the patrols was the responsable for the cellule, Nicodème Ruvugabigwi. He was the one who 
planned the timetable of the patrols: he’s now in exile in the Congo. Every night there was a patrol. A 
roadblock was also erected in Busoro cellule, located at the entrance of the business centre and was 
known as the “Busoro-Sholi” roadblock. Jean Ushizimpumu, now in exile, was the head of this 
roadblock. They checked the identity cards of  passers-by. If they caught a Tutsi, they killed him on 
the spot, or took him to the commune office. The cellule responsable told us that we should look for 
Inkotanyi soldiers not only during the day but also at night. We fled without having caught even one 
Inkotanyi.  
 
Here is the list of people who died in our cellule and those acknowledged to have played an active role 
in executing them. These were:  
 

• Rose Vuguziga, 40, killed with a machete by Nsabimana, alias “Kazaroho”, deceased. He was 
with Jean Pierre Rucamurwango. This man maintains that Rose was discovered because of the 
clamour made by Théodosie (who lives in Busoro). Rose’s body was thrown into her toilet.  

• Julienne, killed by Kazaroho and Rurangwa. She was thrown into the toilet of François 
Ntamuhanga, alias “Kiragi.”  

• Gasaza, killed by Etienne Gasana. He admits that he was with Rugamba and Kimogi, the son 
of Karengera from Sholi and that they killed him with the help of used hoes. Her corpse was 
abandoned at the scene of the crime.  

• An unknown girl was killed by unidentified people. Her body was recovered on the path 
which leads towards the commercial centre of Busoro.  

• An unknown man was killed by Etienne Gasana and Murego, the son of Harinda. 
• Spéciose was killed with a machete by Augustin Nshimiyimana. According to Nshimiyimana, 

he was with Cyuma and they left the victim on the road to Busoro.   
 
Cows, goats, pigs, even chickens were stolen. When the Tutsis of Busoro had been forced by Cyuma 
to join their brothers at the Grand Seminary and parish of Nyumba, the Hutus took their things away. 
There were no food supplies in the houses because in April most people faced food shortages.  
However, once the sorghum was fully matured, nearly the whole population of Busoro devoted 
themselves to the harvest. They didn’t forget the fields of banana trees, and of sweet potatoes either. 
The Tutsis of Busoro did not have a comfortable economic situation. It was rare to have a mattress to 
sleep on; most of them slept on traditional mats.   
 
The houses of victims were destroyed; Cyuma ordered that they be razed to the ground. The doors and 
the windows were snatched away by the strongest among the looters. The tiles were taken off and 
carried to the councillor’s house. You would think that he’d set up a tile factory on his plot. Certain 
houses were demolished down to the foundations; others were partly destroyed.   
 
We know absolutely nothing about the rape of women and young girls. Certain men took them to their 
house to protect them, but we can’t confirm that they raped them. Such acts were committed with the 
greatest discretion that it is difficult to say that a person committed rape unless woman herself 
denounces him publicly.  
 
Finally, the role played by our administrative authorities during the genocide, beginning with the 
heads of ten houses, nyumbakumi, up to the bourgmestre, is evident. The killings were committed right 
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in front of them. Furthermore, these same authorities were the first to incite people to participate. The 
bourgmestre and the councillor never separated themselves from their guns. Those who were behind 
the genocide in our cellule and in the commune in general were:  
 

• Assiel Simbarikure;  
• Pascal Kambanda;  
• Gabriel Murara;  
• Célestin Cyuma;  
• Alexis, alias “CDR”;  
• Laurent Kubwimana.6  

 
For other related information the person listed below who live in the cellule can give you more details 
on the events which happened in our cellule: 
 

• Raymond Murundi; 
• Munyakazi Kimanuka; 
• Théodore Musana; 
• Segatashya Rwanyamihari; 
• Makwene, (he lives in Sholi). 

 
b) The Genocide Survivors and Other Witnesses  
 
Relations between Tutsis and Hutus were good to the point that we couldn’t imagine that genocide 
could take place in our commune. The two ethnic groups lived side by side in peace without any 
hindrance. Nothing changed after the introduction of multiparty democracy. There were a lot of 
political parties like MRND, PSD, PL and MDR Power. However, you could see that MDR Power 
exerted considerable influence over the other political parties in the sous-préfecture of Busoro and had 
a lot of supporters. At the level of the commune, this party was represented by its president, Gabriel 
Murara, the son of Semanyenzi and Espérance. He was a medical assistant at the University Hospital 
of Butare.  
 
We learned about the death of Habyarimana on the morning of 7 April 1994 on Radio Rwanda. We 
were deeply surprised by this unexpected death of our President whom we gave the nickname of 
“Umubyeyi” [parent]. There were a lot of comments about it in the bars and in public places. People 
were fearful that the Tutsis would be massacred at any moment. Hutus began to look suspiciously at 
Tutsis, especially in bars. When a Tutsi went in, the Hutus took their bottle of banana beer, looked 
scornful and preferred to change bars. The situation was calm, except for this bad behaviour of a few 
individuals.  
 
Between 10 April and 14 April, refugees coming from Gikongoro arrived in our commune. The 
troublemakers had set their houses on fire and grabbed their property, notably cows, goats and pigs. 
The refugees told us that the homes of Hutus were spared. They only had mats, saucepans and jerry 
cans. There were very few refugees who came with cows. They took refuge in the Grand Seminary of 
Nyakibanda, at Nyumba parish and at the primary school situated near this parish. Other Tutsis were 
heading towards Burundi. Those who had relatives in Gishamvu joined them without any problem 
because the Tutsis from the area weren’t threatened. These refugees found themselves in a critical 
situation; they were completely dispossessed. People of good will gave them food or clothes to protect 
them from the cold. They didn’t take refuge at the Grand Seminary or the parish by accident. The 
older refugees told the others that in 1959 they managed to escape being massacred because they had 
found asylum in such places, which were considered sacred.  
 

                                                 
6 The detainees gave details about their occupations which have already been noted above.   
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The situation changed abruptly with the arrival of President Théodore Sindikubwabo at the Busoro 
sous-préfecture office. He arrived around 16 or 17 April and held a meeting with the administrative 
authorities like the sous-préfet, the bourgmestre and the councillors. The peasants weren’t invited to 
this meeting. After this meeting, around 5:00 p.m., councillor Cyuma gathered together some Tutsis 
from Busoro cellule and told them: “Come and join your brothers at the Grand Seminary because I’m 
not in a position to ensure your security.” Vénuste Mudaheranwa, councillor Cyuma’s neighbour, was 
present at the time of this speech. He herded them there by force without letting them bring their 
belongings except for the clothes they were wearing. The next day, the atmosphere became confused. 
We learned that Masabo, the son of Segatwa, had just been killed by Mandevu(he died in prison). He 
killed him at Nyanza, in sector Kibungo, bordering our cellule. The situation became disastrous in the 
course of this evening, when the clouds of smoke rose from the Kibungo side. Cyuma went into bars 
in the centre of Busoro saying openly that the work was going to begin the following morning. The 
houses of Tutsis in Gishamvu cellule were burned down as he had said they would be. The houses of 
Tutsis in Busoro were spared because they were less numerous and the Tutsis of Busoro weren’t rich 
like those in Gishamvu.  
 
Two or three days later, three Toyota vehicles arrived in the morning, coming from Kigembe. Men, 
women and girls who were on board these vehicles were chanting the slogan of “Hutu power.” Some 
of them were dressed in banana leaves. They were armed with guns, grenades, spears and knives. 
There were soldiers and policemen at the heart of this crowd. Truthfully, apart from the people who 
were close to the administrative authorities, the residents of Busoro didn’t know about this attack. The 
slaughter began at about 9:00 a.m. preceded by the explosion of grenades and the sound of firearms. 
The massacre of Nyumba parish and the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda had just begun. The people 
of Kigembe went back in the evening. The next day they returned to finish off the Tutsis who were 
still alive. Those who were breathing in the middle of the corpses were killed with machete or club. 
They executed Tutsis for two successive days. The Grand Seminary and Nyumba parish had become 
real butcheries. The corpses were lying everywhere, even outside the seminary and parish and in the 
surrounding areas. This massacre was accompanied by looting–the killers of Kigembe didn’t go back 
empty-handed. The cows were killed and other property like beans, sugar or rice, grabbed from the 
nuns of Nyumba, were loaded into their vehicles.  
 
As the corpses stank and were decomposing, Cyuma and all the responsables asked the people to bury 
them. After a single day, they refused as they couldn’t bear the smell. Cyuma looked for people he 
could pay. The workers didn’t stay. The rate of payment increased up to 300, 500 and 700 francs per 
day as incentive to keep workers. Two teams appointed by the councillor supervised this work. They 
were headed by Balthazar Bizumuremyi and Aloys Kabandana from Sholi, both of whom are in exile. 
The work became difficult so much so that the day labourers who received this money had become 
breathless and refused to continue the work. Ultimately the appeal for a “Caterpillar” bulldozer from 
Butare was the solution. The machine worked there for two days.  
 
In Busoro cellule, three Tutsi families, the families of Augustin Nzabakurana, Romouald Nyirabugare 
and Joseph Nzigiye, were targeted. The people who died in our cellule are:  
 

• Romouald Nyirabugare, killed by Karangwa, son of Semana. Cyuma took him there. 
Karangwa killed him near the Grand Seminary and abandoned him there. Before knocking 
him out he robbed him of his jacket, his hat and his shoes. He had no shame in wearing them. 
He is in Tanzania;  

• Théoneste Gasana, killed by Tembasi Nzeyumutima who died in the camps in Gikongoro.  
• Gasaza, killed by Jean-Pierre Nkundiye in complicity with his older brother Nkurikiyinka. 

This man is dead, but on the other hand Nkundiye lives in our cellule. Vénérande 
Mukagakwaya, the sister of the victim, said that she witnessed his murder;  

• Julienne Kashara, killed with a machete by Nsabimana, alias “Kazaroho”, (deceased);  
• Rose Vuguziga, murdered at her home by Kazaroho with a machete;  
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• An unknown man who came from elsewhere was assassinated by Murego (now deceased) and 
Gasana (who is imprisoned in Gishamvu);.  

• An unknown girl who also came from elsewhere was murdered by Jean Nushizimpumpu, the 
councillor of Sholi. (He is living in Sholi). He was with Félicien Ntibarutegeka and Habimana 
from Sholi. (Both are still living in their homes).  

 
The most devastating massacres took place at Nyumba parish and the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda. 
However, certain people were found in the anti-erosion pits or in the banana fields. We buried them 
with the others in the memorial to the genocide. Guns, machetes, massues, spears and stones were 
used.  
 
Patrols at the cellule level were common even before the genocide. But they were stepped up during 
the genocide. A roadblock was erected near the livestock market not far from the sign for Nyakibanda. 
The head of this roadblock was Cyuma’s older brother, Nicodème Ruvugabigwi who has left the 
country. The men stood guard there during the night. During the day, they were assisted by young 
girls, over 14. Marthe Ntakirutimana was the leader of the girls from Gishamvu commune; she gave 
orders to the other girls. Marthe lived in Gishamvu cellule. The girls who lived at Déo’s house were at 
the roadblock. He was a Burundian who was working at the Grand Seminary as an agronomist and vet. 
He might have gone back to his home in Burundi. According to his neighbours, he might be a relative  
of the late President, Melchior Ndadaye. These girls who lived under his roof knew how to read and 
write. They were also responsible for checking identity cards as well as the as well as the vehicles 
which went through this roadblock. The people who were caught at this roadblock were taken to the 
commune office. We never knew their fate because we didn’t know them.  
 
Meetings were held at the home of Cyuma or in his bar situated in the business centre of Busoro, 
named the “Umushyikirano Bar”. The massacre was planned in this bar. When Cyuma went in there 
with the other commune authorities, the peasants had to immediately empty the place. Moreover, after 
the massacres of Nyumba and the Grand Seminary, Laurent Kubwimana who was the sous-préfet of 
Butare, met us one day at the councillor’s bar and spoke to us in this way: “You know our enemy. It 
isn’t a secret, it’s the Tutsis. Its necessary to wipe them out and those who dare to hide them, will 
undergo the same punishment as them.” All the prisoners who are locked up in Butare or in Gishamvu 
met in the evening at the Umushyikirano Bar where they gave reports or received other instructions 
from their superiors.  
 
The councillor ordered that houses should be completely destroyed. To begin with, the windows and 
doors were pulled out. Then the tiles were taken, mainly by Cyuma himself. Certain houses were fully 
demolished; others partly so and you could still find traces of them. Furniture, tools, clothes and even 
jerry cans were also stolen. The Tutsis from the cellule weren’t rich, they were for the most part 
farmers and stock breeders who slept on mats, except at Thaddée’s house where there were mattresses. 
Houses belonging to Tutsis which were in the commercial centre of Busoro were not demolished 
because councillor Cyuma appropriated them and shared them among people who paid him rent. 
These houses were used for commercial purposes.  
 
Chickens, goats and pigs which belonged to the victims were looted. The cows went to the prominent 
criminals of the cellule. When we fled, some of them took them as far as Gikongoro. Bananas were cut 
down; sweet potatoes, beans or cassava were not spared either. The best land and fields of sorghum 
were reserved for the cellule responsable Nicodème and for Cyuma. Cyuma told the people that this 
sorghum would be used to prepare beer for all the residents of the cellule. This beer was named “the 
beer of beginnings” which symbolised the victory of Hutu power. This day of “beginnings” never took 
place because the residents had fled well before it.  
 
In Busoro cellule, cases of rape of women or young girls have been identified. The génocidaires took 
them as the spoils of war, including some of the prisoners locked up in Gishamvu. Even when the 
families of victims gave them money, they kept them in their houses and took them by force without 
their consent.  
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The administrative authorities played a prominent role in the genocide. If they hadn’t brought 
reinforcements from Kigembe, the Tutsi refugees at the Grand Seminary and Nyumba parish would 
not be dead. If the State security forces, police and military, had received the order to protect people 
and their property, not one Tutsi would have been killed. But, given that the orders came from above, 
it is completely normal that they should have complied with the orders of their superiors. The 
architects and planners of the massacres in Gishamvu commune are the following: 
 

• Théodore Sindikubwabo; his arrival in the sous-préfecture of Busoro marked the official 
launch of the killings in the entire commune of Gishamvu. 

• Assiel Simbarikure;  
• Pascal Kambanda;  
• Gabriel Murara; 
• Célestin Kubwimana, alias “Cyuma.” He might be in exile in Tanzania; 
• Laurent Kubwimana.7 

 
2.3 Cellule Muboni 
 
a) The Detainees at Gishamvu Detention Centre  
 
After the crash of President Habyarimana’s plane, people began to be driven by ill will. We learned 
the news of the crash through Radio Rwanda on 7 April. We heard Radio Muhabura say that the 
soldiers of the Presidential Guard, commonly called GP, and the interahamwe were killing the Tutsis 
in Kigali. But this information had still not affected relations between the Tutsis and Hutus of 
Gishamvu in a negative manner.  
 
Between 17-18 April, the situation was still favourable. After 18 April, we saw Hutus and Tutsis who 
had fled Kigali, Bugesera and other regions. They told us that Tutsis were being massacred in their 
regions.   
 
Between 18 and 20 April Tutsis from the communes of Mubuga and Rwamiko in Gikongoro sought 
refuge in our area. They said that the director of the tea factory of Mata, originally from Gisenyi, had 
sent people dressed in banana leaves to attack them. These people, accompanied by GP, had set 
Tutsis’ houses on fire. At first about 100 people arrived in Gishamvu. But in a matter of days the 
number increased dramatically. Some of these Tutsis went to the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda, 
others still to Nyumba parish. All were well received. At the Grand Seminary, the refugees benefited 
from the aid of a priest named Mbonyintege, who is currently rector of the Grand Seminary. He 
appointed a man called Bosco, who has since died, to prepare them something to eat.  
 
Later, other Tutsis from Gikongoro also went to the seminary and the parish. Some judged it wiser to 
go to Burundi or to move with their cattle into the high hills of Muboni.  
 
A few days later, a soldier originally from Vumbi, in the former commune of Runyinya, went home. 
He had deserted from the front. The people of Vumbi asked him to help them to steal the cows from 
the Tutsis on the hills of Muboni. He was killed by the Tutsis. He had been accompanied by residents 
of Vumbi. They hastened to announce the news of his death to the councillor. He, in turn, looked for 
military reinforcements at Ngoma camp in Butare. Jeeps full of soldiers, supported by a helicopter, 
shot the Tutsis on the mountains of Muboni. The survivors trekked to the Grand Seminary and 
Nyumba parish. After two days, we heard that the President of the interim government, Théodore 
Sindikubwabo, had presided over a meeting at the sous-préfecture of Busoro. He was also said to have 
held a similar meeting in Gisagara the same day. Only the government officials of the sous-préfecture 
were present at this meeting. It could have been a Friday.  

                                                 
7 Interviewed in Busoro, 23 October 2002.  
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The next day, probably a Saturday, the communal police went to kill the Tutsis at the Grand Seminary 
of Nyakibanda and at Nyumba parish. Because the policemen didn’t have enough ammunition, we 
learned that the sous-préfet of Busoro, Assiel Simbarikure, had sought reinforcements from the police 
and the population of Kigembe. There wasn’t a massacre on Sunday.  
 
On Monday, a lot of policemen and soldiers arrived. The authorities called the Hutus to go and 
massacre the Tutsis at Nyakibanda and Nyumba. It was said that those who didn’t respond favourably 
to this appeal would be executed. We heard the bangs of weapons. The killings had just begun. One of 
the policemen who took part, Emile Ntagugura in Karubanda prison, gave a longer testimony about it 
during the gacaca trials.    
 
On Tuesday, the councillor and the cellule responsables called upon the people to put up roadblocks. 
Their intention was to contain the movement of Tutsis. The cellule responsables organised patrols to 
track down the enemy everywhere.   
 
In Muboni, at least five people, four men and a woman, were shot by policemen on patrol. Sylvestre 
Kabengera said that he helped to remove their corpses. “We dug a ditch”, he said, “in which we put 
their remains.”  
 
We plead guilty because we were part of the armed band which perpetrated massacres at the Grand 
Seminary of Nyakibanda and Nyumba parish. Grégoire Gasasira says that he was one of the people 
who murdered three victims:   
 

It was 15 June at 8:00 p.m. I was coming from Nyamirongo centre. I was with Havugimana in 
Gishamvu detention centre. We found two Tutsi women who were married to Hutus. As we had learnt 
that the problem of the enemy must be resolved, we took these women to Kabingo where we killed 
them with machetes. They were with a little boy. We threw them into the toilet.  
 
Other killers who were with me are the following:  
 

• Léopold Uzaramba (who is at home);  
• Protogène Yaramba (deceased); 
• Jean Marie-Vianney Havugimana, (detained in Karubanda);  
• Ndahimana (he lives in the cellule); 
• Ndikumana (deceased). 

 
Kabengera also admits killing five Tutsis:  
 

I came from Muyaga where I was working. There were still Tutsis alive in Muboni. Our responsable  
told me that there were Tutsis, two men and three women, whose maternal aunt was the wife of 
bourgmestre Kambanda. They wanted us to take them to the bourgmestre’s house. There were five of 
us. When we arrived in Gishamvu, we met the sous-préfet of Busoro, Assiel Simbarikure, who told us 
to put them in the bus.  

The bus was a mass grave dug close to the house of François Mukimbiri, a Tutsi killed in the 
genocide. He had been killed with certain members of his family by Damascène Ruzibiza, now 
imprisoned at Gishamvu detention centre. He threw them in the toilet. As for the five Tutsis, I asked 
them to lay down on the ground. Then I executed them with the help of a used hoe and then threw them 
in the toilet.  
 

There are other places where quite a lot of Tutsis were dumped, like Birambi, situated in Gishamvu 
sector. These victims were heading towards Burundi. Another mass grave was at Nyakibanda. The 
bodies of victims were left on the hills briefly. However, after a few days, they came to bury them 
with the help of “Caterpillar” bulldozers. The other bodies were left in anti-erosion pits or in toilets. 
The total of Tutsis massacred in Muboni cellule could easily reach the number of 250. Some of them 
were businessmen, technicians, stock-breeders, farmers, civil servants, teachers etc.  
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Some individuals who took an active part in the attacks live peacefully at home, for example 
Apollinaire Hagumaruseke who stabbed a lot of Tutsis: Ndahimana, Uzaramba, Ngendahimana and 
many others.  
 
As for looting, everyone took what they could for themselves, including cows, goats, sheep, rabbits 
and pigs. Many cows were killed on the spot and a few were kept for rearing. It was like a right, to get 
a part of a slaughtered cow. But there were times when the less strong got nothing unless they had 
slaughtered three cows at a time. When that happened, we could easily get five kilos of meat. Food left 
in homes was also taken, as were household goods. The crops in the field, like cassava, beans, sweet 
potatoes and bananas, were harvested and consumed.  
 
Before the killings began, the tiles were removed from houses and then they were set on fire and 
demolished. The order not to leave a trace of the houses that belonged to Tutsis was given by the 
authorities. They told us that the houses which were along the roadside should be razed to the ground 
because the international community might realise the gravity of the situation and conclude that there 
had been a genocide in Rwanda. A typical example of what happened is the house of Justin, a 
survivor, and the home of Mukimbiri who died.   
 
Some of the accused have already pleaded guilty to rape.  
 
Officials and soldiers played an important role in the genocide. Councillors called meetings with the 
aim of encouraging the people to massacre their Tutsi brothers. The responsables also organised 
patrols.  
 
If President Sindikubwabo hadn’t incited people to massacre, the genocide wouldn’t have taken place. 
The killings began late in our area compared to other parts of the country. The detainees who testified 
are: 
 

• Sylvestre Kabengera; 
• Grégoire Gasasira; 
• Evariste Havugimana. 
 

b) Genocide Survivors and Other Witnesses 
 
Before President Habyarimana’s death, relations between Hutus and Tutsis were not a cause for 
concern. We found out about his death on the morning of 7 April. We weren’t convinced straightaway. 
But when they related the names of the other victims, including the President of Burundi, Cyprien 
Ntaryamira, fear invaded the hearts of Hutus and Tutsis. Some said that the Hutus were going to wipe 
out the Tutsis while the Hutus believed that they were going to be massacred by the Tutsis. Hutus 
began to look at Tutsis in a suspicious manner.   
 
On 14 April, we saw a big crowd coming from Runyinya, Nyakizu and Gikongoro. It was composed 
of Tutsis who had cows, goats, some little bags as well as mats. We recognised some of them, like 
Sirikari from Gikongoro. He went to François Munyantore’s family to ask for food and clothes for his 
child. We approached the refugees to find what had forced them to leave their houses. They told us 
that the Presidential Guard were killing Tutsis and burning their houses, with the help of the local 
population. The old people told us that it reminded them of the bloody events of 1959 when they took 
refuge at the Grand Seminary of Nyakibanda and at Nyumba parish. A Tutsi who entrusted his 
property to a Hutu neighbour got it back with no problem as soon as he returned at that time. That was 
not the case in 1994.  
 
The refugees, who came from different places, went to the Grand Seminary or to Nyumba parish. As  
the situation deteriorated, Tutsis and certain Hutus of good will from Muboni began to feel afraid. On 
18 April, the Tutsis were marginalized by the Hutus who were thinking of them as their enemies. The 



 24

next day, at 9:00 a.m. they began to set their homes on fire. The first property which went up in flames 
belonged to Brigitte Mukamudenge, followed by that of François Nyiribambe. We heard the clamour, 
the whistles, the noise of drums and the people, mainly louts, who were shouting: “Power.” However, 
all Hutus had yet been mobilised. Before burning the houses, they sacked them, beginning by the well-
off households. They looted everything they found there. The  strongest took most of the things. The 
Tutsis who saw the fires fled.  
 
There were Hutus who came to warn the Tutsis of the danger. They immediately looked for 
somewhere to hide. Chairs, tables, cooking utensils, and clothes were looted as well as abandoned 
crops and fields of coffee. Houses were eradicated to the extent that even the foundations were 
demolished. The bricks, tiles and metal sheets were shared were among the destroyers. It is easy to 
locate where a Tutsi was living, even if the houses are non-existent. It’s only the ruins that you can 
see. The goal of demolishing houses was to wipe out the visible signs which could show to survivors 
where their brothers were living. Then came the phase which consisted of the sale of the fields of 
Tutsis. The strongest had already chosen the fertile fields for themselves. The sale of fields interested 
them less. The banana plantations of Tutsis were shared during the first days. The leaders of the 
attacks and the grassroots authorities like councillor Célestin Kubwimana, alias “Cyuma”, and the 
responsable, Charles Birasa, sold these patches of land. The fixed price to acquire a plot was derisory. 
To arrange it, you needed to be in the ranks of the murderers. Anyone who refused to work with the 
criminals found themselves fined 1000 francs. The small livestock were transported to the homes of 
the troublemakers.  
 
On the morning of 20 April, they massacred the Tutsis at the Grand Seminary. The communal police 
led the way. Each of us went our own way; some took refuge in the mountains of Huye which are at 
the border of Gishamvu and Runyinya. Others left for Burundi. It’s difficult to know their fate. The 
same day, a Tutsi by the name of François Habimana was killed by Jean-Bosco Kabiligi with a 
machete. (Kabiligi is in Karubanda prison). The poor man didn’t die immediately. He was finished off 
at Nyumba parish. On 20 April, there were a lot of victims, notably Joseph Rutanga and his older 
brother Jean-Paul Gasirabo. Among their torturers, we can name Sylvestre Kabengera, imprisoned in 
Gishamvu detention centre. This man threw him in a toilet after he killed him with a machete. 
Gasirabo was murdered by Hermas Ndererimana (deceased). He killed him with a sword and threw 
him in the toilet. Nyirasoni, a Hutu woman who had married a Tutsi and is a genocide widow, 
followed their death closely.  
 

I tried to save Joseph Rutanda by taking him out of the toilet. But Jean-Bosco Ndahimana snatched him 
from me and threw him back in. Kabiligi killed, before my eyes, a Tutsi called Justin Karegeya. He 
used a spear at first. When the spear broke in two, he finished him off with a machete and tipped him 
into the toilet. 

 
The Tutsis who were barricaded in the seminary and Nyumba parish were killed mainly by guns, 
grenades, massues, stones and machetes. We know some of the survivors, for example Immaculée 
Mukampunga of Busoro and Mutoni of Musange, in Butare town.  
 
Bodies of victims were also thrown in toilets, mass graves, and anti-erosion pits. Others were left 
where they had died. The best-known grave was found at Mukimbiri’s house. It was overflowing.   
 
Among the victims of Muboni, there were businessmen, teachers and farmers.   
 
The role of the authorities in the genocide is well-known. Each official had to give a report on the 
progress of the killings to his superior. While we were in hiding we used to hear the murderers saying 
that the evening was reserved for the daily report and for new instructions.  
 
The interahamwe from Gishamvu had been trained. The priest, Thaddée Rusingizandekwe, who was at 
the Grand Seminary, taught the young boys how to use guns. These boys used to say that they were 
going to fight the Inkotanyi.  
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We heard about the meeting which President Sindikubwabo held at the office of the sous-préfecture of 
Busoro, where he called upon the authorities to exterminate the Tutsis. His message had a great impact 
and the situation became catastrophic. It’s often said that: “You can’t resist the orders of a superior.” 
The authorities had to respect the instructions of the President of the Republic. If the power of the state 
had not been involved in it, the people couldn’t have eliminated the Tutsis by themselves. It even 
happened that certain Hutus seemed to have pity for the victims. But as the police had been deployed, 
they couldn’t do otherwise.8 
 
3. COMMENTS  
 
Concerning the identity of the victims and the suspects, it is worth pointing out that the exercise raises 
particular difficulties. On one hand, the victims of the genocide in Gishamvu weren’t only the 
residents of this sector. Most of them came from neighbouring sectors or communes, from Butare or 
Gikongoro. The same goes for those responsible for the killings. They came from different regions, all 
the more so because the mobilisation campaigns organised by the administrative authorities weren’t 
limited to their own areas of control. As a result, the people killed in Gishamvu did not all know each 
other. Nor did the génocidaires all know each other.  
 
On the other hand, the current delimitation of the former commune of Gishamvu complicates the 
reconstruction of the facts, notably the drawing up of lists of the victims and suspects. At the time of 
the genocide, sector Gishamvu and Nyakibanda were part of Gishamvu commune. The recent 
administrative carve-up separated them and reassigned sector Nyakibanda to Kibingo district. The 
history of the genocide in the first is intimately linked to that of the second. To analyse these two 
histories separately only leads to incomplete results since there are residents of Gishamvu who were 
killed at Nyakibanda, especially in the enclosure of the Grand Seminary, and some of those 
responsible for their deaths were natives of Gishamvu and/or Nyakibanda. People from Nyakibanda 
also died in Gishamvu, notably at Nyumba parish, killed by people from the two sectors.  
 
The problem here is that the gacaca trials in Nyakibanda sector have not yet begun their work and that 
the gacaca court in Gishamvu sector is called upon to reconstitute the facts which happened uniquely 
within its competence. It would have been better if the two sectors formed a single gacaca court or if 
the competence of the gacaca trials in Gishamvu could have been extended to certain parts of the 
territory of Nyakibanda sector. But, such is the situation as it exists today, that the residents of these 
two sectors are at risk of being judged twice for the same crimes or will else be called upon to testify 
many times about the facts that happened in these two places, when it would have been possible to 
harmonise the work of collecting information about the victims and their persecutors and to avoid 
duplication. This is a fundamental point since establishing the identity of the victims and of suspects is  
essential to ensure the success of the gacaca trials. But to date, in the sectors where the gacaca courts 
have started their work, reconstruction of the facts is limited to the competence of the court, which 
makes it difficult for the full truth to emerge.   
 
 
 

 
  
 

                                                 
8 Interviewed in Muboni, 22 October 2002. 


