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Thousands of civilians at risk due to escalated fighting in Az-Zabdani 

Fighting between Government 
and allied forces and Non State 
Armed Groups has escalated 
significantly since 3 July in and 
around Az-Zabdani town, an 
area located northwestern Rural 
Damascus 12 km from the 
Lebanese border and 46 km 
north-west of Damascus.  This 
area has been under the control 
of non-state armed groups since 
October 2012.  

Intense aerial bombardment has 
been reported, including the 
alleged use of barrel bombs, 
resulting in civilian casualties and 
damage to infrastructure.  Roads 
and entry points to Az-Zabdani 
have been closed, halting the 
movement of goods and people. 

The area had an estimated population of 50,000 in 2011 but now only three thousand civilians are thought to 
remain inside the city, trapped by the fighting.  

Local sources reported shortages in food and medical supplies prior to the escalation in fighting. Without a 
functioning hospital or clinic and a lack sufficient relief supplies, the humanitarian situation and the plight of 
civilians is deteriorating.   

The escalation in Az-Zabdani has also had a negative impact on neighboring areas of Bludan, Madaya and 
Sarghaya due to the closure of roads and restriction on movement of goods. Local partners have reported that 
delivery of assistance to these areas is not feasible at the moment due to insecurity.  

Humanitarian actors based in Syria have not accessed Az-Zabdani city since December 2012 and the supply route 
from Lebanon which enabled some relief and supplies to reach the area has been interrupted since October 
2014. On 1 July, the United Nations requested access to Az-Zabadani for the delivery of urgent humanitarian 
supplies.  

For further information, please contact:  

Sebastian Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria or www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/syria 
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