
 

 

Juleica stands in front of her destroyed 
home while her nephews erect a 
temporary shelter using USAID-
provided plastic sheeting. 

USAID Relief Commodities Help Cyclone-
Affected Mozambicans Rebuild their Homes
USAID plastic sheeting, 
combined with local 
materials, provides 
shelter for 12,000 families 
who lost their homes to 
Tropical Cyclone Funso 
in Mozambique  
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USAID is able to quickly 
transport relief commodities, 
including plastic sheeting, from 
three strategically located 
warehouses to locations around 
the world to meet the needs of 
disaster-affected populations.  

In late January 2012, Tropical Cyclone Funso swept past the 
coast of Mozambique, pouring down heavy rains that resulted 
in flooding throughout central areas of the country.  In Zambé-
zia Province alone, the cyclone affected some 67,000 people 
and damaged or destroyed more than 13,000 homes construct-
ed of traditional housing materials, such as mud, stones, sun-
baked bricks, and thatch.  Many already vulnerable families 
were left without roofs over their heads and limited resources to 
rebuild. 

Juleica, a widow living with her five children in a small village in  
Zambézia Province, was a victim of the cyclone.  The heavy 
rains severely damaged her small, traditionally built home, leav-
ing just fragments of two walls standing and a section of the 
roof barely attached.  Juleica and her family also lost their cook-
ing utensils, furniture, and other household items.  Juleica’s 
nephews were willing to help reconstruct her home, but she 
could not afford new housing materials and needed to rebuild 
using remnants of her destroyed house.  However, Juleica and 
her children were relying on what remained of their roof to pro-
vide shelter at night.   

Immediately following the cyclone, USAID transported 1,200 
rolls of plastic sheeting to Zambézia Province—enough to pro-
vide shelter to 12,000 families whose homes were damaged or 
destroyed by the cyclone’s heavy rains, including Juleica and 
her children.  The sheeting that USAID provides is made of re-
inforced, ultraviolet-resistant plastic that is stronger, lasts long-
er, and is better able to withstand high winds than most forms 
of plastic sheeting provided by the humanitarian community.  
Juleica’s nephews erected an emergency shelter using the 
plastic sheeting for Juleica and her family to live in while they 
tore down the severely damaged house to salvage materials.  
In building the new home, Juleica’s nephews used the plastic 
sheeting and other materials to create a reinforced structure 
that can better withstand future storms.  By providing an emer-
gency shelter solution to Juleica and her family, USAID helped 
meet immediate shelter needs while strengthening her family’s 
resilience to future disasters. 


