
 

 

 

 

ECDC SITUATION REPORT 

Main developments in past 24 hours 

 
This report is based on official information provided by the national public health websites, or through other 
official communication channels. In addition, outside of the EU and EFTA countries, media reports from credible 
sources are included when quoting national authorities. An update on the number of probable and confirmed 
cases as of 14 May, 08:00 hours CEST, is presented in Table 1 and Table 2. 

Epidemiological update 
Within the last 24 hours, 5 new confirmed cases were reported in the EU and EFTA countries, reaching a total of 
222 confirmed cases reported from 16 countries. This includes Belgium, which confirmed its first case with history 
of travel to the United States. The number of reported cases infected through in-country transmission in Spain 
increased to 22.  

Outside the EU and EFTA countries, the number of confirmed cases increased to 6275 new influenza A(H1N1) 
virus infections, reported from 18 countries (Table 2). Thailand, the first country in the area of the WHO Regional 
Office for South-East Asia (SEARO), reported the first 2 cases, both of whom have a history of travel to Mexico. 
Also Cuba reported its first case, also with a history of travel to Mexico. 

Assessment and response in the EU and EFTA countries 
While no sustained community transmission is reported from any of the EU and EFTA countries, small clusters and 
sporadic cases of in-country transmission continue to be identified. The containment of these in-country 
transmissions currently remains the priority for Europe, in an attempt to avoid wider spread of the new influenza 
A(H1N1) infection on the continent. 

ECDC, in collaboration with the Member States, the European Commission and the World Health Organisation, 
continues to closely monitor this rapidly evolving situation, and provide daily updates on its website. 

New influenza A(H1N1) infection

Update 14 May 2009, 08:00 hours CEST 

 5 new confirmed cases reported from EU and EFTA countries, with first case reported from Belgium;
 Outside EU and EFTA countries, Thailand and Cuba reported their first cases; 
 Age-specific attack rates in Mexico indicate tha almost all age groups are being equally affected.  
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Age-specific attack rates in Mexico 
Using population data of the National Institute of Statistics and Geography, and the age distribution data of the 
confirmed cases from the Ministry of Health, age-specific attack rates for the new influenza A(H1N1) were 
estimated. Figure 1 suggests that all but the highest age group are similarly affected by this epidemic, with the 
highest attack rate of 2.9 per 100 000 population for the 10-19 years age group. To date, those above 60 years of 
age seem to be the less affected age group, with an attack rate of 0.6 per 100 000 population.  
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Figure 1: Estimated age-specific attack rate of the confirmed new influenza A(H1N1) infections 
reported by Mexico, as of 13 May 2009 (n = 2282).1,2  

 

The reasons why the older population group is less affected by this epidemic are not yet clarified. It may be that 
the virus that has mainly been circulating among the children and young adults has not yet reached the older age 
group, but can be expected to still do so once these persons become more exposed. On the other hand, it cannot 
be excluded that older age groups have some immunity due to previous exposure to similar viruses. Finally, 
specific virus characteristics may also be the reason for specific age groups being more vulnerable to this new 
infection than others. Further investigations should provide more insight in the reasons behind the higher attack 
rates in the younger population. In addition to these hypotheses, reporting bias cannot be excluded.  

                                            
1 Case data were obtained from the Mexican Ministry of Health website, available from: 
http://portal.salud.gob.mx/descargas/pdf/influenza/situacion_actual_epidemia_120509.pdf  

2 Population data were obtained from the National Institute of Statistics and Geography in Mexico, available from: 
http://www.inegi.org.mx/inegi/default.aspx  



 
 
 
 
EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL New influenza A(H1N1)  

 
 
 
 

 3

 
Table 1: Reported cumulative number of confirmed cases and of in-country transmission 
of new influenza A(H1N1) as of 14 May 2009, 08:00 hours (CEST) in EU and EFTA countries 

Country 
Confirmed cases 

reported in the last 24h 
Cumulative number 
of confirmed cases 

Cumulative number 
of in-country  
transmission   

Austria - 1 - 
Belgium 1 1 - 
Denmark - 1 - 
Finland - 2 - 
France 1 14 - 
Germany - 12 2 
Ireland - 1 - 
Italy - 9 1 
Netherlands - 3 - 
Norway - 2 - 
Poland - 1 - 
Portugal  - 1 - 
Spain - 100 22 
Sweden - 2 - 
Switzerland - 1 - 
United Kingdom 3 71 37 
Total 5 222 62 
Note: cases reported in the EU and EFTA countries correspond to the EWRS notifications by Member States or Ministry of Health 
websites. Changes since yesterday are highlighted in red 
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Table 2: Reported cumulative number of confirmed cases and deaths of new influenza 
A(H1N1) as of 14 May 2009, 08:00 hours (CEST) outside of the EU and EFTA area 

Country 
Confirmed cases 

reported in the last 24h 
Cumulative number 
of confirmed cases 

Deaths among 
confirmed cases*

WHO EURO REGION    
Israel - 7 0 

WHO PAHO REGION    
Argentina - 1 0 

Brazil - 8 0 
Canada 31 389 1 

Colombia - 6 0 
Costa Rica - 8 1 

Cuba - 1 0 
El Salvador - 4 0 
Guatemala - 3 0 

Mexico 164 2446 60 
Panama 14 29 0 

USA 343 3352 3 
WHO SEARO REGION    

Thailand 2 2 0 
WHO WPRO REGION    

Australia - 1 0 
China  2 4 0 
Japan - 4 0 

New Zealand - 7 0 
Republic of Korea - 3 0 

Total 556 6275 65 
Note:  cases reported in non-EU and EFTA countries correspond to cases published on Ministry of Health websites, or through 
WHO, or through credible media source quoting national authorities. Therefore, some of these cases may be taken out at a later 
stage if not validated. Probable cases are only included if posted on the national Ministry of Health website.  

*Deaths are included in the cumulative number of confirmed cases 

Changes since yesterday are highlighted in red 
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Figure 2: Distribution of confirmed cases of new influenza A(H1N1) virus infection by date 
of reporting, EU and EFTA countries, 27 April to 13 May 2009 (n=222) 
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