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• MALI: The Tuareg armed group led by Ag-Bahanga clashes with the army in the region of Kidal just 
one month after it reached an agreement on cessation of hostilities. 

• MYANMAR: The Military Junta announces a support to the Constitution of 92% of voters amid 
reports of fraud and intimidation of the opposition and the humanitarian crisis caused by the Nargis 
cyclone, which left 77,000 people dead and 55,000 others missing.

• PHILIPPINES: The appointment of the up to now chief of the army as the new presidential 
counsellor for the peace process raises criticism by numerous civil society organizations.

• SUDAN (DARFUR): Darfur’s armed group JEM attacks the capital, Jartum, and announces its will to 
overthrow the Government of Omar al-Bashir.

• UGANDA (NORTH): LRA’s leader, Joseph Kony, announces that he will not sign an agreement with 
the Government, confirming the definite breaking-off of the peace process.

• YEMEN: The clashes between the army and al-Houthi followers in the north of the country cause the 
displacement of 15,000 people, according to the ICRC.

• CHAD – SUDAN: Relations between both countries collapse again following Darfur’s insurgent 
offensive against the Sudanese Government, which has accused Chad of supporting it.

• ECUADOR: The main indigenous organization of the country threatens with rebelling against the 
Government if it does not consult the indigenous communities on the exploitation of natural 
resources in the country.

• GEORGIA (ABKHAZIA)-RUSSIA: Tension rises between both countries following the increase in 
the deployment of Russian peacekeeping troops in Abkhazia, while the rebel leaders claim to have 
shot down several Georgian unmanned aircraft. 

• GUINEA: The dismissal of the prime minister, Lansana Kouyaté, is followed by mutinies of members 
of the army reclaiming the payment of their salaries, leaving an unknown number of civilians dead.

• HAITI: The dismissal of the primer minister and the rejection of his successor by the Parliament 
intensify the political crisis in which the country is immersed since the protests against the rise of 
prices of basic products.

• LEBANON: Michel Suleiman is elected new president of the country following the agreement 
between the Government and the opposition in Qatar, while tensions continue over the formation of 
a Government of national unity. 

• PAKISTAN: The Taliban militias of the area of Swat accede to abandon armed struggle in exchange 
of the imposition of the sharia in the area and the end of military operations.

• RWANDA: Several organizations warn of an increase in murders of the survivors to Rwanda’s 
genocide of 1994 during the first months of the year.

• SERBIA: President Tadic’s pro-European bloc obtains a majority of the votes in the parliamentary 
elections, while the ultra-nationalist SRS hopes to govern in coalition with the nationalist DS.

• SOUTH AFRICA: The xenophobic violence in the slums of the main cities leaves a death toll of 60 
immigrants and leads to the displacement of 70,000.

• SUDAN: New clashes between the army and the SPLA in the oil region of Abyei pose a threat to the 
peace process and cause the displacement of thousands of people.

• TURKEY: The Turkish army intensifies its air attacks against the PKK in Iraq, with an official death 
toll of 150 rebels, in parallel to a rapprochement between the Turkish Government and the Kurdish 
authorities in northern Iraq.

• ZIMBABWE: Opposition party MDC demands action from the international community while 
denouncing the increase in violence against its voters and members ahead of a second round to the 
Presidential elections, which will take place on the 27th of June.
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• ARMENIA: The opposition leader Ter-Petrossian shows readiness to initiate dialogue with the 
Government under conditions, while the Executive agrees to the investigation of the March post-
electoral violence.

• BURUNDI: The FNL leader returns to the country to begin the implementation of the 2006 peace 
agreement following the ratification of the ceasefire agreement between the Government and the 
FNL, whose breaking-off had caused around one hundred victims in the last weeks. 

• CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC: The opposition armed group APRD and the Government reach a 
peace agreement in Libreville under the mediation of Gabon’s president, Omar Bongo.

• ISRAEL – SIRIA: The Governments of both countries inform about the beginning of peace 
negotiations with the mediation of Turkey, stating that they will be developed in good faith.

• PHILIPPINES: The Norwegian Government facilitates in Oslo the first meeting in three years 
between the Government of the Philippines and the political wing of the armed group NPA.

• SOMALIA: Peace talks between the Transitional Federal Government and the opposition coalition 
start in Djibouti.

  

The “half moon” crisis in Bolivia
 
Following Beni and Pando departments’ 
referendums on the 1st of June, three Eastern 
Bolivian departments have already passed 
unilaterally their statutes of autonomy. The three 
consultations have followed similar patterns: high 
percentage of non-participation (39 per cent in 
Santa Cruz and Beni and 41 per cent in Pando); 
overwhelming passing of the statutes (85 per cent 
in Santa Cruz, 81 per cent in Beni and 82 per cent 
in Pando); triumphalist evaluations by the 
authorities of the departments that promoted the 
plebiscites, and disapproval by Evo Morales’ 
Government, which considers them as illegal and 
secessionist; or several acts of violence, including 
armed clashes and racist-type attacks as well as 
road-blockades and the burning of ballot boxes, 
leaving one person dead and several others 
injured. It is foreseen that next 22nd of June, the 
department of Tarija, which holds the largest oil 
reserves of the country, will hold its own 
referendum of autonomy. Chuquisaca, which 
completes the departments of the so-called “half 
moon”, has also registered serious clashes and 
protests against the central Government, 
especially regarding the demands of a transfer of 
the sites of the executive and legislative powers to 
the constitutional capital of the country, Sucre. 
 
Somehow, the holding of those referendums and 
the subsequent outbreak of violence imply the 
failure of the dialogue held during the last months 
between the central Government and the 
governors of the nine Bolivian departments, which 
has been facilitated or mediated by the Catholic 
church, the ombudsman, the OAS and the 
Governments of Argentina, Brazil and Colombia. 
During the negotiations, several departments 
which counted on the support of opposition parties 
at national level have demanded an increase of 
the available resources (specifically the revision of 

 
The current confrontational situation that Bolivia is 
going through must be framed within the political 
and social crisis that the country has 
experimented in the last years (“water war”, “gas 
war”, the death of thousands of people in 2003 as 
a consequence of the repression by the State 
security forces, Gonzalo Sánchez de Lozada 
dismissal and exile, Carlos Mesa and Eduardo 
Rodríguez provisional Governments, etc.). 
Nonetheless the situation has some elements that 
lend it a specific relevancy. In the first place, 
numerous voices have warned against the risk of 
a violent outbreak if the current crisis is not solved 
through dialogue. Until the moment numerous 
clashes have been reported between supporters 
and critics of the autonomy referendums, specially 
the Unión Juvenil Cruceñista and the indigenous 
supporters of Evo Morales’ Government. On the 
other hand, the role of the armed forces in case of 
a unilateral declaration of secession by some 
departments is unknown, but historically the 
Bolivian army has interfered in many occasions in 
domestic political affairs. In the second place, the 
current “half moon” crisis is one of the few cases 
of secessionist tensions in Latin America, one of 
the continents with more stable international 
borders throughout the XXth century. In this 
sense, the prefect of Santa Cruz already stated 
that the referendum outcomes open the door to 
the creation of a State conformed by the four 
departments aforementioned. The concern that 
this issue is generating becomes evident in the 
active intervention in the crisis by the OAS, the 
Andean Community and some Latin American 
Governments. In the third place, the fact that the 
majority of gas and oils reserves are concentrated 
in the departments that demand bigger autonomy 
raises doubts about the viability of Bolivia, 
currently one of the most impoverished countries 
of Latin America. 
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the distribution of the Direct Tax of Hydrocarbons). 
Other demands include an increased 
decentralization of the State and Sucre becoming 
the effective capital of the country, and the 
abolition of the Constitution, which was approved 
last month with the only votes of the official 
sectors and the absence of the opposition, amid 
strong security measures protecting the 
Constitutional Assembly from outside protests. 
This new Constitution needs to be approved by 
referendum along 2008. The central Government 
rejection to these demands led to a political crisis 
and institutional blockade, and has been followed 
by the proposal of President Evo Morales’ 
Government on the holding of a referendum over 
himself, the vicepresident and the nine provincial 
prefects. That plebiscite, which will probably take 
place on the 10th of August, the president or 
prefects could be dismissed if the percentage of 
votes against them is larger that those obtained in 
last election. In 2005 Morales won in first round 
with 53 per cent of the votes. 

 
Finally, it should be pointed out that what it is at 
stake is not only Evo Morales’ mandate, but a 
certain model of country. The autonomist 
departments argue that they are fighting for a 
change in the territorial structure of a centralist 
State within which they do not feel comfortable. 
On the other hand, some sectors close to the 
Government report that the demands of greater 
autonomy (even independence) by the “half moon” 
do not emanate from a deep rooted popular 
grievance feeling, being rather a throwing weapon 
against Evo Morales, and a mere pretext by the 
traditional elites to perpetuate the privileged 
structures and abort the structural reforms process 
currently undergoing, that according to those 
voices include issues such as the nationalization 
of the natural resources, the agrarian reform or the 
political, economic and social inclusion of the 
indigenous majority of the country.

  

• Lebanon: A predictable outbreak of violence. Published in El Punt, 24th of May 2008 

• The Kurdish conflict in Turkey: the uncertainty of the "stick" and the "carrot". Published in El 
Corresponsal de Medio Oriente y África (in Spanish), 16th of May 2008 

• Lebanon: the spiral of rearmament and violence. Published in El Corresponsal de Medio Oriente y 
África, 16th of May 2008 

• Fishing in the Somali coast: a risky bussiness. Published in Canal Solidario and Vilaweb.cat, 3rd of 
May 2008 

• Interview on the situation of Somalia, in ADN (in Spanish) 

Parliamentary elections in Macedonia 1st of June

Second round of the presidential elections in Zimbabwe 27th of June

Parliamentary elections in Mongolia 29th of June

 

If you wish more information on the Programme on Conflict and Peacebuilding and the School 
of Peace Culture (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona) please visit our website: http://www.
escolapau.org 
 
For any comments or suggestions, please write to: alerta.escolapau@pangea.org
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If you do not wish to receive any further information from the School of Peace Culture, please click here 
With the support of  
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