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CRS is helping IDPs in Bamako cover their basic needs 
and maintain their dignity thanks to an innovative debit 
card-based cash transfer project. 

 
Catholic Relief Services has been supporting displaced people from Northern Mali since the 
beginning of the crisis last year. In Bamako, several options were assessed for meeting IDPs‟ needs, 
and cash transfers were chosen because there are functioning and accessible markets and banking 
systems in the capital. Starting in July 2012, the project first used direct cash distributions but later 
moved to a pre-paid debit card system. 
 
Using the IDP census conducted by the Malian Civil Protection Service and CRS, and then by IOM, 
CRS identified the most vulnerable displaced people by using certain criteria including the number of 
children in families; specific needs linked to disabilities, illness, or age; the presence of pregnant or 
lactating women or children under 5 and; the status of the chief of the household.  Around 4,000 
participants were chosen in 573 households in Communes 3, 4 and 6 of Bamako.  
 
Each person was then given an amount of 8,000 FCFA or (US$ 16) per month, calculated based on 

the market price of a simple basket of staple foods meeting caloric 
and nutritional needs. Food has been the primary purchase with 
cash transfers.   The cash has also been a lifeline for these families, 
helping cover other basic needs such as health costs, school fees or 
house renting.    
 
Djélika Haïdara (opposite photo), an 18 year-old mother, fled 
Timbuktu with her family when she was four months pregnant. She 
shares a house with 20 other family members in Bamako. They all 
share the same bathroom. “Here things are really hard, you can‟t go 
anywhere without spending money. Rents are high too,” Djélika 
explained. “This project has really helped us because that money 
pays our rent. We can also buy rice and millet to eat.” 
 
The pre-paid debit card system was introduced to make things 

easier for participants and for CRS staff too. The national Bank 

selected by CRS for this programme was chosen to provide the 

service, as it has the largest network of branches in Bamako among 

commercial banks. The bank was contracted to provide instructions on how to use the machines, and 

a „focal person was identified in the branches closest to where IDPs are living to assist them in case 

of problems. This was particularly useful for displaced people who are illiterate. CRS also conducted 

post distribution monitoring to see on what IDPs spent the money and to understand any kind of 

problems concerning distribution methods.  
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“It‟s better with the debit card, than giving the money directly” 
Djélika pointed out. “The good thing is that you don‟t need to 
wait in line, you can go to the ATM when you want and take 
out how much you want.” she added. 
 
Dieudonné Somboro, CRS Project Manager for IDPs 
Assistance in Bamako, agred that the project provides a 
positive and innovative approach. “It‟s so much easier. 
Before, we had to call people on the phone to tell them about 
the distribution and then arrange the distribution of money 
with the mayors of the communes – it took days of work,” he 
explained. “There was also the risk of thieves with all that 
money sitting around. But most important, this system 
provides freedom of choice for displaced people – and that 
in itself maintains their dignity,” he added. 
 
CRS is seeking more funding to further expand this lifeline 
for those who have fled their homes in Northern Mali.  
 
 
For more information on CRS humanitarian programmes, please 
contact: Helen Blakesley Regional Information Officer, West and 
Central Africa at Cell: + 00221 77 818 59 02, Email: 

helen.blakesley@crs.org 

 

Food and nutritional assistance: more than 12,300 
people assisted in Kayes and Mopti by SOS -Children’s 
Villages  
 
With regards to the nutritional and food crisis that hit Mali in 2012, SOS Children‟s Villages in Mali, in 
accordance with its mission and commitment to support vulnerable families and children, has 
implemented an emergency aid programme in the regions of Kayes and Mopti. The objective of this 
program is to contribute to reduce the vulnerability to food insecurity and to improve the nutritional 
status of children in targeted communities. This six-month project (August 2012 to January 2013), 
targeted the communes of Kita and Khouloum in the region of Kayes and that of Socoura (to about 10 
km of Sévaré) in the region of Mopti.  
 
Within the framework of this program, SOS Children‟s Villages assisted around 12,400 people, 
including 2,000 children under five years, through the distributions of food (300 tons of millet, 30 tons 
of beans, 10 tons of nutritive milk and 12,000 liters of vegetable oil). 
 

Some figures on the impact of SOS Villages d’Enfants programme 

- 392 vulnerable families take at least one meal three times per day; 

- Improvement of the nutritional status of 2,000 children under 5 years and 239 pregnant 
women; 

- 10,381 people (including 2,981 children from 6 to 17 years and 7400 adults) benefited from a 
sufficient, rich and balanced food intake during the lean season;  

- The income-generating activities allowed women to increase their income and to improve 
their daily meals; 

- The reduction of the malnutrition rate of children under 5 years. 

- The return of children to school and their regular attendance. 
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The food aid programme of SOS Children‟s Villages of 
Mali relieved a large number of farmers in the region of 
Mopti as stated by beneficiaries below. 
 
 “Without this food assistance, the gardening perimeter 
would not be exploited this year. The inhabitants of the 
village would have gone in other villages for rice 
harvesting in order to survive during a few months” said 
Besséma Tapily affirmed (opposite photo).  
 
   
 
 

 
“Before the project, we had malnourished children and 
there was no sensitization program, nor culinary 
demonstrations. Today, we participate in nutrition activities 
that have improved the well-being of our children ” said 
Aïssata Cissé and Salimata Traoré (opposite photo) 
beneficiaries living in Socoura.  

 
 
  
 

“I was trained on the tracking and the follow-up of malnourished 
children in the village. It is a great pleasure for me to walk around 
the village each week, to identify malnourished children and ensure 
the appropriate follow up. This work is very exciting,” said Seydou 
(opposite photo) a field worker at Socouro. 
 

SOS Children have increased its charity work in Mali to meet the 
needs of around 1,000 displaced and host families in and around 
Mopti. The main areas of intervention of the NGO humanitarian 
programme include food security, nutrition, water and sanitation as 
well as psychological and social support especially for traumatised 
and abandoned children. 

 
 

For more information on SOS Children’s Villages humanitarian programmes, please contact: Ibrahima Bane, country 
Director in Bamako at Cell: +223 76 48 50 46, Email: brahima.Bane@sos-mali.org 

 

 

To contribute to the next Issue of the Bulletin “Humanitarians in Action”, please contact: 

 
OCHA Mali at: ochamali@un.org 
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