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Flooded properties in Zambézia 
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OVERVIEW 

Since early January 2015, heavy rains have been 
witnessed throughout several areas of Mozambique, 
with extreme flooding affecting an estimated 160,000 
individuals in Zambézia, Nampula and Niassa 
provinces.  

Zambezia Province was hit the hardest and 
preliminary estimations indicate close to 50,000 
internally displaced persons (IDPs). Mozambique’s 
National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) 
and humanitarian partners have recorded significant 
damage to infrastructure, including bridges and roads, 
which has limited humanitarian access and is 
hampering assessment and relief efforts.  

Through generous support from United Nations 
Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and the 
European Commission´s Humanitarian Aid and Civil 
Protection Department (ECHO), IOM has been working 
with partners on the ground to carry out initial 
baseline assessment of government-established 
accommodation and relocation sites. Information 
obtained through the baseline assessment has served 
to clarify the geographical coordinates of site 
locations, confirm estimate IDP figures and to 
corroborate important data relevant to site 
management.  

In early April, IOM will conduct the first full round of the 
DTM assessment – collecting and compiling 
comprehensive multi-sectorial information on site 
profiles that will reflect the vulnerabilities and 

emergency needs of populations across the six districts. 
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PARTNERS SUPPORTING DTM IN ZAMBEZIA 

IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix 

The Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is a data  

collection system that allows tracking and monitoring 

of displaced populations. The assessment aims to 

map displacement sites, adjust IDP figures and as-

sess needs, gaps, vulnerabilities and mobility of dis-

placed populations while identifying IDPs’ places of 

origin and intentions of return.  

With the cooperation and support of humanitarian 

partners responding to IDP needs throughout the 

affected districts, IOM’s DTM aims to provide the 

Government of Mozambique and the humanitarian 

community with accurate, comprehensive and time-

ly information on the movement and needs of dis-

placed populations throughout Zambézia’s districts 

of Mocuba, Maganja da Costa, Namacurra, Nicoadala, 

Morrumbala and Mopeia. 
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PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT FINDINGS 

Initial results emerging from the baseline 
assessment carried out at 31 temporary 
accommodation and relocation centers in Zambézia 
confirm persisting displacement of approximately 
30,096 individuals. Of the districts reached to date, 
Mopeia is confirmed to be hosting one of the largest 
IDP populations, with a total of 10,106 individuals 
living in 13 sites.  

The Government of Mozambique reports even 
greater numbers of IDPs hosted at accommodation 
and resettlement centers throughout Morrumbala 
district, though, due to inaccessibility, preliminary 
information from 15 of the 19 sites throughout this 
district could not be reflected in this initial 
assessment and remains to be verified in 
subsequent rounds. It is worth noting that DTM 
teams have been mobilized to verify the presence of 
additional populations throughout more distant and 
difficult to access locations.  

Of the sites accessed, 17 are Government-
established relocation communities and 12 are 
temporary accommodation centers. 

Although this first assessment focuses on site 
identification, additional information was also 
captured with regard to cholera. Given early 
outbreaks, cholera awareness has been recorded in 
most sites, with 78% indicating that cholera 
preparedness activities were ongoing. One site 
(Posto Campo, Mopeia)  indicated  that  there  was  a
possible case of cholera among the IDP population, 
though it was confirmed that preparatory actions 
had been realized to mitigate the risk and no 
outbreak has been reported. 
More detailed site analysis will be provided in 

subsequent rounds through the use of the site 
assessment tool. In preparation for future rollouts, 
IOM has carried out intensive and inclusive training 
of a team of 17 DTM enumerators from IOM field 
teams, partner agencies and the Government of 
Mozambique’s National Institute for Disaster 
Management.  

The first detailed site assessment will be carried out 
during the first week of April and results will be 
published by 13 April.  
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Relocation centres are safe locations in 
the proximity of high-risk flood zones 
that have been identified and designat-
ed by the Government of Mozambique 
as appropriate areas for displaced 
populations to establish settlements at. 
Populations at government-allocated 
centres receive emergency assistance 
including material support and services. 
Temporary Accommodation centres are 
not officially approved for IDP resettle-
ment and receive variable support from 
the Government and aid agencies.  
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