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Democratic Republic of the Congo (the): Deux semaines dans I'est de
la RDC : I'information en danger / Two dangerous weeks for media in
eastern provinces
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Reporters sans frontiéres s’ inquiéte de la multiplication des cas d’ entraves alaliberté d' informer recensés danslesrégions a
I’ est de la République démacratique du Congo, au cours des deux semaines. En quinze jours, une radio a été fermée manu
militari, onze journalistes ont été interpellés, dont trois sont toujours détenus, et des menaces ont été proférées al’ encontre de
deux journalistes.

Au Nord-Kivu, des autorités locales hostiles aux médias

Le 13 mai 2012 au matin, laradio Liberté, située a Butembo dans |la province du Nord-Kivu, a été fermée pour trois mois, sur
ordre du maire delaville. Les neufs journalistes présents sur les lieux ont été arrétés par I’ Agence nationale de
renseignement (ANR), tandis que |’ animateur Kashigwe Binjamin Pili Pili avait été arrété plus tét a son domicile.

"Nous sommes choqués par cette décision arbitraire de fermer |a station, alors que les habitants ont un besoin vital
d’informations en ces temps de grande insécurité. De quel droit se prévaut une autorité exécutive locale pour se substituer a
lajustice et imposer e verrouillage d’ une radio ? Au nom de quelle procédure, cette méme autorité procéde-t-elle a
I'interpellation de I’ ensembl e des journalistes qui y travaillent ? Depuis quand les agents de I’ ANR opeérent-ils a des fins
privées et partisanes, au mépris des lois ? Consternés par ces abus de pouvair, hous demandons la libération de I’ animateur
encore détenu, et laréouverture immédiate de laradio”, aréagi Reporters sans frontieres.

Il est aux alentours de sept heures, lorsque des agents de I’ ANR ainsi que des forces de police et del’armée (FARDC)
pénétrent dans les locaux de la station Liberté, propriété de Jean-Pierre Bemba. |s viennent exécuter |’ ordre du maire

d arréter les émissions. Les forces de sécurité agressent les journalistes présents avant de les emmener de force dans les
locaux del’ ANR, dans le quartier de Furu. L’ émetteur de laradio, le groupe électrogéne ainsi que les téléphones portables
sont confisqués.

En début d’ aprés midi, les habitants du quartier de Furu, informés par |es médias locaux, se rassemblent devant les batiments
del’ ANR pour protester contre I’ interpellation des journalistes. Ceux-ci sont finalement reléchés, al’ exception de
I’ animateur Kashigwe Binjamin, qui est gardé a vue par la police criminelle.

L’ affaire fait suite al’ émission matinale "Animation Volcan" du 7 mai 2012, présentée par Kashigwe Binjamin, lequel
interviewe, par téléphone, le général La Fontaine et le colonel déserteur Kahasha, qui combattent I’ armée réguliére dans les
territoires de Lubero et Rutshuru, au sud de Butembo.

Par un arrété en date du 12 mai 2012, le maire de Butembo juge que les deux entretiens constituent "une campagne de
dénigrement du gouvernement de la RDC et de démoralisation des troupes loyalistes ; ce qui constitue une infraction
d atteinte ala sOreté de |’ Etat". 11 exige alors la suspension temporaire de la station pour une durée de trois mais.

Selon les sources de Reporters sans frontiéres, I’ ordre de fermer la station pourrait émaner du gouverneur de la province
Nord-Kivu, Julien Paluku, farouche adversaire des médias. Dix jours plus t6t, le gouverneur avait adressé plusieurs menaces
al’égard de lajournaliste de Radio Okapi, Giséle Kgj Kaung, |’ accusant d’ accointances avec les mouvements rebelles. Suite
aun reportage diffusé le 30 avril 2012, pour lequel lajournaliste avait recueilli des témoignages des populations locales et de
I’ ANR indiquant le contréle de certaines localités par des soldats mutins et lafuite d’ habitants vers la frontiére rwandaise, le
gouverneur avait accuse lajournaliste de partialité.

"Dans une région en proie alaviolence généralisée, ou agit une rébellion armée, nous appelons le gouverneur alaretenue.
Les responsabilités que lui confére ses fonctions imposent a M. Paluku de protéger lesjournalistes dans |’ exercice de leur
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métier, non d' entretenir la situation d’ insécurité dans laquelle ils sont contraints d' évoluer, en calomniant tel ou tel
professionnel del’information”, a déclaré Reporters sans frontiéres.

Selon Journalistes en danger, organisation partenaire de Reporters sans frontiéres, le discours de M. Paluku, dans le climat de
violence actuel, équivaut "aun appel au meurtre" de lajournaiste Gisale Kaj Kaung. C'est la deuxieme fois que cette
journaliste est menacée directement par Julien Paluku, qui, en 2008, avait accuse lareporter d’ étre la concubine d’ un ancien
leader de larébellion, Laurent Nkunda.

Dans la Province-orientale, arrestation de deux journalistes accusés de diffamation

Dans la Province-orientale, a Kisangani, le 9 mai 2012, Sébastien Mulamba et Mbuyi Mukadi, respectivement éditeur et
directeur de publication du journal Kisangani News, ont été arrétés par les services de renseignement de la police, dlorsqu’ils
se rendaient a un rendez-vous avec le député Alphonse Awenze. Apres 48 heures passées dans les locaux de lapolice, ils ont
€té écroués ala prison centrale de Kisangani.

"Sansjuger lefond de I’ affaire, nous regrettons amerement que deux journalistes soient incarcérés pour avoir exerce leur
profession. Nous condamnons cette détention qu’ aucune procédure Iégale et judiciaire n’ autorise. Nous demandons la remise
en liberté immédiate des deux journalistes, afin qu'ils puissent préparer leur défense dans e cadre d’un procesimpartia”, a
déclaré Reporters sans frontieres, qui poursuit son engagement en faveur de la dépénalisation des délits de presse.

Il est reproché aux deux journalistes la publication le 15 avril 2012 d'un article intitulé, "Folie du pouvoir : I honorable
Awenze dépouille M. Lokadi de safemme Ekodi Liliane" dans lequel M. Mulamba évoquait larelation extra-conjugale du
député Alphonse Awenze et de Mme Ekodi. Le député a porté plainte pour "diffamation” et "dénonciation calomnieuse"
contre les deux journalistes. Or, paradoxaement, avant leur arrestation, les deux journalistes avaient accordé a M. Awenze la
publication d’ un droit de réponse al’ article contesté, et ce avant le 15 mai 2012. Si les deux journalistes sont déférés devant
le Parquet, ils risguent jusqu’ a trois ans de prison.

Au Sud-Kivu, agression d'un journaliste par des individus armés

Aprés avoir regu des menaces de mort par téléphone pour desinformations qu’il aurait divulguées, David Mambo Munyaga,
directeur de laradio rurale Ondese FM, aKiliba (Sud-Kivu), a été agressé, le 30 avril 2012, dans une embuscade tendue par
troisindividus armés et masqués alors qu'il rentrait d’ un reportage, avec son confrére Maega Muyuku. Les deux journalistes
ont réussi as' enfuir en moto. M. Munyaga a porté plainte afin que soient identifiés I’ auteur des menaces téléphoniques ainsi
gue sestrois agresseurs. Craignant pour savie, il est contraint de vivre dans la clandestinité.

Reporters sans frontiéres dénonce le climat d'insécurité qui régne dans cette région, et demande aux autorités locales de tout
mettre en cauvre pour que cessent rapidement menaces et agressions al’ égard des journalistes.

e

Reporters Without Bordersiis disturbed by a spate of freedom of information violationsin the eastern provinces of North
Kivu, South Kivu and Orientale in the past two weeks, including the forced closure of aradio station, arrests of 11 journalists
(three of whom are still detained) and threats against two journalists.

Officias hostile to mediain North Kivu

Radio Liberté, a station located in Butembo, in North Kivu province, was shut down on 13 May on the mayor’s orders by
members of the National Intelligence Agency (ANR), who arrested the nine journalists at the station when they arrived.
Presenter Kashigwe Binjamin Pili Pili was arrested earlier the same day at his home.

“We are shocked by Radio Liberté' s arbitrary closure athough residents badly need the information it provides at atime of
considerable violence,” Reporters Without Borders said. “By what right does alocal government official usurp the power of
the courts to close aradio station? Since when do members of the ANR break the law by acting on behalf of private and
partisan interests?’

Reporters Without Borders added: “ This is an appalling abuse of power. We urge the authorities to release of the presenter,
who is till held, and to allow the radio station to resume operating at once.”

The raid on Radio Liberté, owned by wealthy opposition politician Jean-Pierre Bemba, began at around 7 am. when ANR
members accompanied by police and soldiers stormed into the station, grabbed all the journalists present and took them to the
ANR'’slocal headquartersin the Butembo district of Furu. The station’ s transmitter, generator and mobile phones were
confiscated.
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After learning about the raid from reports by other local media, Furu residents gathered outside ANR headquartersin the
early afternoon to protest against the detention of the journalists, who were all finally released except the presenter, Binjamin,
who is being held by the criminal investigation police.

The raid was prompted by Binjamin’s telephone interviews during his morning “ Animation Volcan” programme on 7 May
with arebel general identified as La Fontaine and a renegade army colonel identified as Kahasha who lead rebel forces
fighting the regular army in the Lubero and Rutshuru regions south of Butembo.

Butembo' s mayor reacted by issuing an order on 12 May closing the station for three months on the grounds that it was
conducting “acampaign to denigrate the DRC government and demoralize loyalist groups, which constitutes an attack on
state security.”

Local sources told Reporters Without Borders the closure order may have come from North Kivu governor Julien Paluku,
who is known for his hostility to the media and who, on 2 May, threatened Radio Okapi journalist Gisele Kgj Kaung,
accusing her of bias and fraternizing with the rebels for broadcasting interviews with residents and ANR members on 30
April indicating that mutinous soldiers controlled certain areas and people were fleeing towards the Rwandan border.

“In aregion that is prey to widespread violence and an armed rebellion, we urge the governor to act with restraint,” Reporters
Without Borders said. “ The responsibilities of his public office include a duty to protect media personnel who are just doing
their job, not to expose individual journalists to even more danger by slandering them.”

Journalist in Danger (JED), a Reporters Without Borders partner organization, said Governor Paluku’ s comments about
Kaung, coming in the current violent climate, were tantamount to “calling for her murder.” Thisis the second time Paluku
has directly threatened her. In 2008, he accused her of being former rebel leader Laurent Nkunda's concubine.

Two journalists held on libel charge in Orientale province

Kisangani News editor Sébastien Mulamba and Mbuyi Mukadi, the newspaper’ s publisher, were arrested by intelligence
officials and police on 9 May in Kisangani, the capital of Orientale province, for allegedly libelling local parliamentary
representative Alphonse Awenze in a 15 April article accusing him of having an affair with another man’s wife.

After 48 hours at police headquarters, they were transferred to Kisangani’s main prison. If prosecutors decide to bring
criminal libel charges against them, they could be facing a three-year jail sentence. Paradoxically, they had agreed prior to
their arrest to publish Awenze' s response in the newspaper by 15 May, and had been on their way to meet him when they
were arrested.

“Without taking a position on the substance of the case, we deeply regret that these two journalists have been jailed in
connection with their work,” Reporters Without Borders said. “We condemn their detention, for which the required legal and
judicial procedures were not followed, and we call for their immediate release, so that they can prepare their defence at what
we hope will be afair trial.”

Reporters Without Borders continues to campaign for the decriminalization of media offencesin the DRC.

Radio journalist ambushed by gunmen in South Kivu

David Mambo Munyaga, the manager of rural radio station Ondese FM in Kiliba, in South Kivu province, and fellow
journalist Malega Muyuku were returning from a reporting trip on 30 April when they were ambushed by three masked
gunmen but managed to escape on their motorcycle.

Munyaga, who had already reported receiving telephone threats in connection with his reporting, filed a complaint about both
the threats and the ambush in the hope that the authorities will identify those responsible. Fearing for hislife, heisnow in
hiding.

Reporters Without Borders condemns the dangerous climate prevailing in this region and urges the local authoritiesto do
everything possible to put a quick end to the threats and attacks on journalists.

15 May 2012
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World: A journalist killed every five days, six new “predators” brings
total to 41
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Today, World Press Freedom Day 2012, Reporters Without Borders condemns the furious pace of physical attacks on news
providers and reports that atotal of 21 journalists, and 6 netizens and citizen journalists have been killed since the start of
2012, many of them in war zones such as Somaliaand Syria. Thisis arate of one news provider killed ever five days.

Reporters Without Bordersistoday also releasing an updated list of its* predators of the freedom to inform,” alist that has
grown in size and now has 41 members.

“Let there be no witness to our crimes’ and “let there be no voice but ours’ — these are the watchwords of authoritarian
regimes and armed groups that are hostile to freedom of information. What with crackdowns on protest in Arab countries,
and suppression of political opposition, criticism and reporting in other parts of the world, the first four months of 2012 were
especialy violent for those who try to provide news and information.

New predators of the freedom to inform

Thefirst quarter of 2012 has clearly shown that the world’ s predators of the freedom to inform, led by Syria s Bashar
Al-Assad and Somalia s Islamist militias, are capable of behaving like outright butchers.

The 2011 revolts toppled several despots who were on the predators list such as Libya’ s Muammar Gaddafi and Yemen's
Ali Abdallah Saleh but they unfortunately did not reduce the overall number of these enemies of information.

Six new predators have joined this evil “club” in 2012: Boko Haram, an Islamist group that spreads terror in Nigeria;

Egypt’ s Supreme Council of the Armed Forces, which has regrettably taken over from deposed dictator Hosni Mubarak as
regards violating freedom of information; the Somali federal government’ s information minister, who is responsible for
harassment and intimidation of the media; Vasif Talibov, the all-powerful leader of Azerbaijan’s “ Autonomous Republic” of
Nakhchivan; Pakistan’s intelligence agencies; and Kim Jong-un, who perpetuated North Korea' s predatory dictatorship on
the death of his father, King Jong-il.

There isagrowing trend for countries to have more than one predator. Six countries now have two. Somalia has as the
Islamist militia Al-Shabaab as well as the information minister. Pakistan has the Taliban as well as the intelligence agencies.
Azerbaijan has President I1Tham Aliev as well as Nakhchivan’s strongman, Talibov, who has turned his fiefdominto a
laboratory for the repressive methods that Aliev appliesin the rest of the country.

Russia not only has Vladimir Putin but also his Chechen “ guard-dog,” Ramzan Kadyrov, who shares his master’ s taste for
forceful words and gestures. The Palestinian Territories have both the Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and Hamas in
Gaza, both of which use their security forcesto harass journalists. And finally, the Islamic Republic of Iran has both Supreme
Leader Khamenei and President Ahmadinejad, who — despite their rivalry — agree on gagging the media. Iran still ranks with
Eritrea, China, Turkey and Syria as one of the world’s biggest prisons for journalists.

Other presidents, such as Djibouti’s Ismail Omar Guelleh, Sudan’s Omar al-Bashir and Uganda's Y oweri Museveni, could
be added to the predators list soon. Y emen, which had a particularly trying 2011, continues to be under close scrutiny since
President Saleh’ s departure. Burmese President Thein Sein, on the other hand, could be removed from the list if he provesto
be the president of reform and democratization in 2012.

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) were on the list for many years, like Colombia s paramilitary groups,
which are still on it. The FARC guerrillas were dropped from the list some time ago because they cut back targeted actions
against journalists. But now the FARC are being blamed for French freelance journalist Roméo Langlois’ disappearance
since 28 April, when FARC guerrillas attacked a military anti-drug operation that Langlois was covering.
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Reporters Without Bordersis following the case closely, and with the appropriate caution. The organization intends to use
World Press Freedom Day to pay tribute to his professional courage and to voice its support for his family and colleagues.

See the complete list of predators
Vulnerability of cameramen, news photographersand citizen jour nalists

Freelance journalists, a growing number of whom are covering wars, have paid a high price in the past four months.
Reporters Without Borders pays particular tribute to citizen journalists, the last bastion of the freedom to inform when
governments want to crush opposition without the outside world looking on. Cameramen and news photographers are also
favourite targets for repressive regimes that understand only too well the impact of images and their power of providing
information.

In view of the turmoil resulting from the Arab springs, Reporters Without Borders has decided to accompany the region’s
new governments during their progress towards democracy. After opening an office in Tunisia, Reporters Without Bordersis
now about to open onein Libyato encourage the government’ s efforts to build afree and pluralist press. However, the Arab
springs have fallen far short of keeping all their promises and we must remain on our guard, on the one hand, for

manipul ative attempts by new governments to brand protest movements as “terrorist” and, on the other, for the anti-freedom
tendencies of certain protest groups.

Journalists' safety and international agreements
Because of the growing dangers to which journalists are exposed, Reporters Without Borders:

¢ Urges the news media to begin a debate about the protection of the stringers, fixers and local journalists they use, and
about the protection of their sources and the people they interview.

¢ Callson governments to implement international provisions on the protection of journalists in an effective manner.
Five years after the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 1738, a status report is urgently needed on the specific
steps taken to implement it. Governments must accept their responsibilities and obligations under paragraphs 6 and 7
to do their utmost to prevent violations of international humanitarian law against journalists and to end impunity for
such violations.

¢ Reqguests arevision of the International Criminal Court’s statutes in order to provide specific protection for
journalists, as a special civilian category, similar to the specific protection they provide for humanitarian workers.

¢ Urges governments to quickly adopt the Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Decision on The Safety of
Journalists and the Issue of Impunity that were drafted by UNESCO in March.

03 May 2012
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Myanmar: The ASEAN Human Rights Declaration: Drafts must be
published and subject to meaningful consultations with local, national
and regional civil society and human rights defenders

Original published date: 02 May 2012

Country: Myanmar, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao People's Democratic Republic (the), Malaysia, Philippines (the),
Singapore, Thailand, Viet Nam

Theme: Protection and Human Rights

Content format: News and Press Release

Language: English

Source: Amnesty, Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development, Asian Legal Resource Centre, Back Pack Health Worker Team,
Freedom House, Human Rights Watch, International Commission of Jurists, Protection International, Reporters sans Frontiéres, World
Organisation Against Torture

We, the undersigned international human rights organizations, are concerned that the ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) has yet to take the necessary steps to ensure that the process of drafting the ASEAN
Human Rights Declaration (AHRD) is transparent and fully consultative with civil society organizations in the ASEAN
region.

In ajoint statement released on April 8th (full text below), over 130 local, national and regional civil society organizations
across the ASEAN region called on AICHR to implement the following steps:

1) Toimmediately publicize the draft AHRD so that the public can meaningfully participate in the drafting process.
Consultations will remain meaninglessif the draft declaration is kept confidential and out of reach of the peoples.

2) AICHR representatives who are already conducting national consultationsin their respective countries must continue to do
s0, and ensure that these consultations are held nation-wide and in an inclusive and more regular manner. They should further
encourage other AICHR representatives that have not taken such initiatives to do the same. The AICHR should aso conduct
consultations both at national and regional levels, especially if national consultations are not applicable yet in particular
places.

3) To trandate the draft AHRD into national languages and other local languages of the ASEAN countriesin order to
encourage broader public participation in the region.

4) To ensure that consultation meetings of the AICHR will be inclusive of all stakeholders, especially civil society
organizations and national human rights institutions.*

On 12 April, AICHR announced that it would finalize the draft of the AHRD by July 2012 and hold one consultation with
civil society organizationsin late June 2012. A single consultation, conducted not at the outset but rather towards the very
end of the drafting process, cannot be considered consultative and transparent. In addition to being non-transparent and
non-consultative, this process has been clearly rushed with little thought provided on some of the key elements that have been
articulated by ASEAN civil society for decades. An instrument of thisimportance and magnitude needs more time for
adequate deliberation and discussion.

We fully endorse the April 8th statement made by national and regional civil society organizations and strongly urge al
representatives of the AICHR to fully and immediately implement these recommendations. This would ensure that the AHRD
reflects the legitimate concerns of civil society and human rights defendersin ASEAN and reflects existing international
human rights standards.

The drafting of the AHRD isalitmus test of AICHR’ swillingnessto constitute a credible, respected, and effective regional
human rights body. Principles of transparency, accountability, and consultation are applied by the United Nations and all
other regional bodies when they engage in human rights standard-setting and the ASEAN must not fall below well
established international standards and practice.

Thisjoint statement is endorsed by (in alphabetical order):

1. Amnesty International
2. Asian Legal Resource Centre
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. Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)

. Chrigtian Solidarity Worldwide

. Civil Rights Defenders

Freedom House

Human Rights Now

Human Rights Watch

. International Commission of Jurists

10. International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH)
11. International Gay and L esbian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC)
12. Protection International

13. Reporters Without Borders

14. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)

COWONOU AW

Statement released on 8 April by national and regional NGOs:
Joint Statement on Calling AICHR to release ASEAN Human Rights Declaration
8th April 2012

We, the undersigned civil society organizations and networks from Southeast Asia, express our grave concern and
disappointment over the continuing secrecy in the drafting process of the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD).

The ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) is mandated under Article 4.2 of its Terms of
Reference to develop an ASEAN Human Right Declaration with a view to establishing a framework for human rights
cooperation through various ASEAN conventions and other instruments dealing with human rights. At the 6th meeting of the
AICHR in Vientiane on 28 June — 2 July 2011, a Drafting Group was officially established by the AICHR to prepare a draft
of the ASEAN Human Rights Declaration. In January 2012, the Drafting Group submitted to the ASEAN Inter-governmental
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) a draft AHRD for deliberation and debate.

To this date, the draft AHRD remains confidential while the public has been excluded from any meaningful participation in
the drafting process. There has not been any substantive and broad-based regional consultation with the peoplesin the region
on the draft AHRD.

While we commend the representatives of the AICHR from Thailand, Indonesia, Maaysia and the Philippines for holding
consultation with their civil society at national level, we are disturbed that no such initiative has taken place in the rest of the
ASEAN countries.

If ASEAN’s aspiration to be “People-Oriented” isto be achieved, the AICHR that is tasked to defend the fundamental
freedoms of the peoplesin the region must set a good example in ensuring meaningful and substantive consultation and
peopl€e's participation in the drafting of the historic AHRD.

We therefore strongly urge the AICHR to heed the recommendation of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, Navi Pillay, that “no discussion of human rights can be complete or credible without significant input from civil
society and national human rights institutions” and immediately begin dialogues and consultations with civil society
organizations on the AHRD.

We further call upon AICHR to implement the following steps to ensure that the drafting process of the ASEAN Human
Rights Declaration will be credible, inclusive, transparent, reflective and consistent with universal human rights standards:

1) Toimmediately publicize the draft AHRD so that the public can meaningfully participate in the drafting process.
Consultations will remain meaninglessif the draft declaration is kept confidential and out of reach of the peoples.

2) AICHR representatives who are already conducting national consultationsin their respective countries must continue to do
S0, and ensure that these consultations are held nation-wide and in an inclusive and more regular manner. They should further
encourage other AICHR representatives that have not taken such initiatives to do the same. The AICHR should also conduct
consultations both at national and regional levels, especially if national consultations are not applicable yet in particular
places.

3) To trandate the draft AHRD into national languages and other local languages of the ASEAN countriesin order to
encourage broader public participation in the region.

4) To ensure that consultation meetings of the AICHR will beinclusive of all stakeholders, especialy civil society
organizations and national human rights institutions.
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Until and unless the AICHR consults and engages with all stakeholdersin atransparent, meaningful and substantive manner,
the AICHR should postpone its submission of the final draft of AHRD to the AESAN Ministerial Meeting (AMM), whichiis
scheduled to take place in July 2012.

This call is made to public as wide as possible in the ten countries of ASEAN and is endorsed by different sectors of civil
society organizations such as youth organizations, women’ s organizations, child rights organizations, LGBT organizations,
migrant workers network organizations, labour unions, farmers organzitions, environmental organizations, human rights
organizations, development organizations and some academic ingtitutions. The joint statement is also trandlated into ASEAN
major languages, Burmese, Bahasa-Indonesian, Bahasa-Malay, Khmer, Lao, Thai and Vietnamese to indicate our
commitment to promote the basic human rights of the people that they are entitled to receive information and awareness
about ASEAN and its works.

Media contacts:

Y ap Swee Seng , Executive Director, Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum-Asia), +66 (0) 818689178
Aung Myo Min, Director and Founder, Human Rights Education Institute of Burma (HREIB), + 66 (0) 819925293

Ms. Pung Chhiv Kek, President, Cambodian League for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights (LICADHO), + 885 (0)
12589091

Mr. Haris Azhar, Coordinator, KontraS, Indonesia, + 62 (0) 815-13302342

List of endorsers:

1. Aceh Human Rights Coalition of NGO, Indonesia

2. Action for Environment and Community (AEC), Cambodia

3. All Arakan Students and Y outh Congress (AASY C), Burma

4. All Burma Students Demacratic Front (ABSDF), Burma

5. All Burma Students L eague (ABSL), Burma

6. All Kachin Students and Y outh Union (AKSY U), Burma

7. All Women's Action Society (AWAM), Malaysia

8. Alternative ASEAN Network on Burma (Altsean Burma)

9. Arakan League for Democracy (Exile) Y outh (ALD-Y outh), Burma
10. ASEAN WATCH, Thailand

11. Asian Forum for Human Rights and Devel opment

12. Asian Indigenous Peopl€e' s Pact

13. Assistance Association for Political Prisoners - Burma

14. Back Pack Health Worker Team

15. Banteay Srei, Cambodia

16. Boat People SOS

17. Building Community Voice (BCV), Cambodia

18. Burma Issues, Burma

19. Burma Medical Association, Burma

20. Burma Partnership, Burma

21. Burmese Women Union, Burma

22. Cambodia Indigenous Y outh Association (ClI'YA), Cambodia

23. Cambodian Centre for Human Rights (CCHR), Cambodia

24. Cambodian Confederation of Unions (CCU), Cambodia

25. Cambodian Food Service Workers Federation (CFSWF), Cambodia
26. Cambodian Independent Teachers Association (CITA), Cambodia
27. Cambodian League for the promotion and defense of Human Rights (LICADHO), Cambodia
28. Cambodian Watchdog Council (CWC), Cambodia

29. Cambodian Y outh Network (CY N), Cambodia

30. Center for Migrant Advocacy Philippines

31. Child Rights Coalition-Asia

32. Chin Human Rights Organization (CHRO), Burma

33. Chin Students Union (CSU), Burma

34. Christians for Social Justice (CJS), Cambodia

35. Coalition of Cambodian Farmer Community (CCFC), Cambodia
36. Commission for Disappeared and Victims of Violence (Kontras), Indonesia
37. Community Action Network, Malaysia

38. Community Resource Centre (CRC), Thailand

39. Democratic Party for aNew Society (DPNS), Burma

40. Dignity International, Malaysia

41. EarthRights International, Burma

42. Ecological Alert and Recovery Thailand (EARTH), Thailand
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43.
44, EMPOWER Foundation, Thailand
45,
46.
47.
48,
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

Education and Research Association for Consumers (ERA Consumer), Malaysia

Empowering Y outh in Cambodia (EY C), Cambodia

Ethnic Community Development Forum (ECDF-Burma)

FOKER LSM, Papua

Foundation for Consumers (FFC), Thailand

Foundation for Ecological Recovery, Thailand

Foundation for Sustainable Development, Thailand

Foundation for Women, Law and Rural Development (FORWARD), Thailand
Foundation for Women, Thailand

EMPOWER Foundation, Thailand

Highland Peoples Task force (HPT), Thailand

Homenet, Thailand

Housing Rights Task Force, Cambodia

Human Rights Documentation Unit, Burma

Human Rights Education Institute of Burma

Human Rights Foundation of Monland, Burma

Human Rights Lawyers Association, Thailand

Humanum, Indonesia

Independent Democracy of Informal Economic Association (IDEA), Cambodia
Indigenous People Task Force on ASEAN

Ingtitute for Policy Research and Advocacy (ELSAM), Indonesia
International Gay and L eshian Human Rights Commission (IGLHRC)

66. JATAM, Indonesia

67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.

Kachin Women's Association — Thailand (KWAT), Burma
Karen Y outh Organization (KY O), Burma

Kayan New Generation Y outh (KNGY), Burma

Khmer Ahimsa Organisation, Cambodia

KIARA, Indonesia

KontraS (National Office, Jakarta, Indonesia)

Kuki Students Democratic Front (KSDF), Burma

Lahu Women's Organization, Burma

Lao Movement for Human Rights (MLDH)

LPSHAM, Indonesia

M Plus Foundation, Thailand

Messenger Band (MB), Cambodia

Migrant Forum in Asia

Migrante International, Philippines 81. Mon Y outh Progressive Organization (MY PO), Burma
My Village Organization (MVi), Cambodia

Naga Y outh Organization (NY O), Burma

National League for Democracy-Liberated Area (Y outh), Burma
Network for Democracy and Development (NDD), Burma
Network for Human Rights Documentation in Burma

Network of Eastern Democracy, Thailand

NGO Coordinating Committee on Development (NGO-COD), Thailand
Northern Development Foundation, Thailand

90. One-2-One, Cambodia

91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

Pa O Y outh Organization (PY O), Burma

Palang Thai, Thailand

Palaung Women's Organization, Burma

People’ s Action for Change (PAC), Cambodia

People' s Defense Force (Burma)

People’ s Empowerment Foundation

Persatuan Masyarakat Selangor & Wilayah Persekutuan (PERMAS), Maaysia
Pokja 30, Indonesia

Project for Ecological Awareness Building (EAB), Thailand

100. Pro Rights Foundation, Thailand

101. Pusat Komunikasi Masyarakat (PUSAT KOMAS), Malaysia
102. Qué Me: Action for Democracy in Vietnam

103. Rainbow Community Kampuchea (RoCK), Cambodia

104. Sahakum Teang Tnaut (STT), Cambodia

105. Sex Workers Organization, Thailand
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106. Shwe Gas movement

107. SILAKA, Cambodia

108. Social Action for Change (SAC), Cambodia

109. Social Agenda Working Group, Social Research Institute, Chulalongkorn University, Thailand
110. Society of Transsexual Women of the Philippines (STRAP), Philippines
111. South East Asia Working Group/ Asia-Pacific Refugee Rights Network
112. South East Asian Committee for Advocacy (SEACA)

113. Southeast Asia Coalition to stop Child Soldiers

114. Southeast Asia Popular Communications Programme (SEAPCP)

115. Students and Y outh Congress of Burma

116. Suara Rakyat Malaysia (SUARAM), Maaysia

117. Sustainable Agriculture Foundation, Thailand

118. Sustainable Development Foundation, Thailand

119. Ta'ang Students and Y outh Organization (TSY O), Burma

120. Tavoy Y outh Organization (TYO), Burma

121. Thai Committee for Refugees Foundation, Thailand

122. Thai Working Group for Climate Justice (TCJ), Thailand

123. The Cambodian Center for Human Rights, Cambodia

124. The Cambodian Human Rights and Development Association (ADHOC), Cambodian
125. The Northeastern Women’s Network, Thailand

126. Think Centre, Singapore

127. Union for Civil Liberty (UCL), Thailand

128. United Lahu Y outh Organization, Burma

129. Vietnam Committee on Human Rights

130. Volunteers for Sustainable Development (VSD), Cambodia

131. Women and Children Protection Foundation, Thailand

132. Women's Global Network for Reproductive Rights (WGNRR)

133. YLBHI, Indonesia

134. Yoma3 News Service, Burma

135. Youth for Social Change, Myanmar

136. Zomi Students and Y outh Organization (ZSY O), Burma

¢ These four demands are as they appear in the 8 April 2012 statement of national and regional NGOs, “Joint Statement
Calling AICHR to Release ASEAN Human Rights Declaration”

Human Rights Watch:

© Copyright, Human Rights Watch 350 Fifth Avenue, 34th Floor New York, NY 10118-3299 USA

02 May 2012
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ReliefWeb report — http://reliefweb.int/node/492973

Nigeria: Government urged to protect media after two carbomb attacks
on newspapers

Original published date: 27 Apr 2012

Country:  Nigeria

Theme: Protection and Human Rights

Content format: News and Press Release

Language: English

Source: Reporters sans Frontieres

Origin notes:  http://en.rsf.org/nigeria-government-urged-to-protect-media-27-04-2012,42384.html

Reporters Without Bordersis dismayed by yesterday’ s bombings targeting newspapersin the capital, Abuja, and the northern
city of Kaduna and calls on the Nigerian authorities to reinforce security for news media, journalists and other media
personnel.

Reacting to the two bombings, which killed at least nine people, President Goodluck Jonathan issued a statement stressing the
government’ s commitment “to uphold citizens' constitutional rights to freedom of expression and press freedom in
particular.”

“While hailing President Jonathan’ s pledge to defend press freedom, we urge him to take full stock of the terrible dangers to
which journalists are exposed,” Reporters Without Borders said. “ After yesterday’ s tragedies and the cold-blooded killings
of at least two media personnel in recent months, thereis no longer any doubt that the media and journalists are among the
targets of those who carry out attacks and bombingsin Nigeria. ” “In consultation with media owners and executives, the
authorities should adopt concrete measures to ensure that journalists are protected and to reinforce security around news
media buildings and offices.”

In Abuja, a suicide bomber drove ajeep carrying explosives into the building housing the printing press of ThisDay, one of
the country’s most influential, privately-owned newspapers, killing himself and four other people and wounding dozens of
others. ThisDay nonetheless said it had reinforced security around its premisesin response to the violence that has killed at
least 400 people since the start of the year.

At the same time, a car laden with explosives was stopped as it approached a building in Kadunathat houses the regional
offices of ThisDay, The Moment and The Daily Sun. One of the two men in the car got out and detonated a bomb that killed
at least four people and wounded around 20 others.

While the bombings were not immediately claimed, they bore the hallmarks of the Islamist group Boko Haram, which
accused the national media a few weeks ago of reporting falsehoods about it. One of the two men involved in the Kaduna

bombing, who was detained by witnesses and handed over to the police, reportedly identified himself as a Boko Haram
member.

27 Apr 2012
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ReliefWeb report — http://reliefweb.int/node/487944

Somalia: Seven journalists wounded in suicide bombing at Mogadishu
theatre

Original published date: 04 Apr 2012

Country: Somalia

Theme: Protection and Human Rights

Content format: News and Press Release

Language: English

Source: Reporters sans Frontieres

Disaster type: Drought, Other

Origin notes:  http://en.rsf.org/somalia-seven-journalists-wounded-in-04-04-2012,42255.html

Reporters Without Bordersis deeply shocked by the suicide bombing that killed several people and wounded many others at
aceremony in Somalia's national theatre in M ogadishu marking the first anniversary of the country’s national television
station reopening.

At least seven journalists covering the event were seriously wounded.

“We condemn this despicable attack in the strongest possible terms and our thoughts are with the many victims,” the press
freedom organization said.

“Asit is often the case when the perpetrators want to strike at the heart of the transitional government, the attack was carried
out at a public event covered by the media and attended by many people, including officials.”

Reporters Without Bordersis ready to offer material and financial assistance to the injured journalists.

A journalist with Radio Ergo said: “1 am in a shocked mood, sitting 50 metres away from the spot. The whole area has been
damaged, there are windows blown out.” He said the area was littered with bodies.

According to reports received by Reporters Without Borders, awoman carrying a concealed device blew herself up as she
mingled with the crowd.

The injured journalists were named as:

Mohamed Shariif of the radio station Bar-Kulan

Ahmed Ali Kahiye of Radio Kulmiye

Ayaan Abdi (female) of the television station Somalie 24
Deego Mohamed Ahmed (female) of Radio Mogadiscio

Hamdi Mohammed Hassan Hiis (female) of Somali Channel TV
Said Shire Warsame of Shabelle TV

Mulki Hassan Hayle (female) of Royal TV

The method of the attack — a suicide bombing in Mogadishu at an event attended by many figures from the transitional
federal government — appeared to point to the al-Shabaab militia.

05 Apr 2012
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ReliefWeb report — http: